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HE worthy author having in his intro- 
3 duction given his reader an account of 
the riſe and occaſion of the following medita» 
Wtions, there Is ſcarce any thing left us to do, 
Nunleſs to aſſure the world they are really ht | 


Poeing left by him, at his death, tranſcribed, 
ready for the preſs, N ald 
in many places corrected by his own hand. 
= This aſſurance may perhaps be neceſſary” 
for ſtrangers: but thoſe who knew Mr Crau- 
ra, eſpecially ſuch as had the happineſsat | 
Wany time to fit under his miniſtry, will have 7 
no occaſion for our teſtimony, Theſe fa. 
5 miliar, and Jet ſtriking illuſtrations of di- $6) b 
Vine truths, that ſtrength of reaſoning and”. 

W expreſſion, by which he in a manner forced 
them upon his hearers, and, above all, that 
eaſy and unaffected fervourofdeyotionwhich © : 
diſtinguiſhed his public performances, ſhew 
| themſelves in every part of this; tho it is nor 
do be imagined, that all theſe mould appear 


y 


© 


4 equally in all: and yet one may venture to fay, 
that there are fem productions of this ſort 


where reaſon and devotion are more cloſely 


= » | 11 Y 2 
fqund it neceſſary to ſupport ſome of his 
principles, in a more abſſracted way of rea- 
© oning,. than perhaps every, one's capacity 
© Fill cafily reach the ſtrepgth'of, he has taken 
* faded e aug ral) kellecken: to bring 


pited; and even in thoſe parts where he 


get TrivC 


$1 0 12.2 einen,. r e Kb * 
. ©*Theaucfior's eminent humility in his life- 


*apreed he was maſter of in a very uncommon 


+ degree, whereby be was fingularly fitted fot 


© - Toth a work as this. One thing we may. 


-Venituretoſay,withont offending in any kind, 
that ture thete never was a man whom pro- 
Vence had beſtowed more pains om to form, 
Aud as it were educate on purpoſe for hand- 
JW lip tuch a fubje&: for befides what he 
- takes notice of himſelf, he paſſed almoſt his 
-. - whole life. in a very near proſpect of deat. 
When he was vety young, befides the loſs I 
Of an eye inthe ſmall pox, he contracted ari 
-” incurable Feakneſs on his lung, and a eough, 

Th . gt KY r _ which 


* 


"_ 


\ : 
if 


Abel is 4 
hichatrended hini'throughouthisNfe,with 
ſuch a diſpoſition to inflammation; m theſe 


Links that he was given for loſt aten My 
year, for a long tract of ſi We 
This turned his thoughts ſo uch upon 
* ſubject here hapdle d, that he made it 
the buſineſs of his miniſtry to teach his heax- 
4 ers how. to die in a continued tract of ſet- 
mons upon this important fubject, as no 
2 doubt many of them will remember, and.it 
is no ſmall commendation of this little book, 
chat we hate here laid to our hai ds the pith "oY 
and ſubltance of almoſt all Mr Crauſords 
ſermons. And the pariſhioners of Wilton 7 
particularly will we hope embrace it as their | 
beloved paſtor s legacy to them, who being 
Nead yet ſpeaketh, and now inculcates te 
game things from the preſs, which he had 
Wo often and warmly prefſed upon them from 
he pulpit. | 
= Thele meditations might have appeited 

1 ith a good deal more beauty, had the au- 
hor' ode allowed him to give us his 

i high ſtrains of devotion in his own name, 

. vhich he has choſen to put in the mouth - 
Wthers of God's people as their ſentimegts 15 7 
Wand attainments. But this is fo fark from: 

Pei ing a fault, that it giyes us a noble exam 8 


. 


wi Tote READER, 
Fle of humility and ſelf-denial. And, upon 


e whole, we have good reaſon to hope, 

that ſuch a performance, from ſuch a hand, 
will be, thro' the divine bleſſing, of great uſe 
t every foul who has any concern about 


geath and eternity, and delites either to live 
oer die well; which, as it was the author's 
+ "earneſt deſire, ſo is the hearty prayer of 
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INTRODUCTION: 4 
[Wir ron-Manſe. Marek 12. 1733 35 
T has been the good aud holy will of God; * 
exerciſe me often, his poor unworthy ſervant 
with ſore ſickneſs and trouble, which alſo has 
been of long cobtinuance: and for this I bleſs his 
name. In all humility, I deſire not only to juſtify, - 
but alfo to thank him, that the affſictions 1 have net 
with have been only rods, when they might have been 
ſcorpions; and, for one nee I have met vi pe 
2 thouſand mercies. | 0 
By his good hand upon me, I have had the: {ns 
tence of Te ath in myſelf now for ſome years; aud 
death, judgment, and eternity, have been ſet before 
me, in lively colours. And as this has often employs 1 
ed my mind, in the contemplation of death, d s 
„ conſequences ; ; ſo alſo it has excited me unto aferious' ̃ 
enquiry, about the true ſtate of my ſoul, aua whes if 
61 ther 1 am actually prepared for dying 
5 This winter-ſeaſon eſpeclally, I have been the ft 
"ht pad thereof in a very languiſhing condition, Jabours 
mg ugaer long, heavy, and ae 3 
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Acid 10% that It hath pleaſed God, in his 


80 
both 


Dien Fer 


* 


to grant me ſome more of a ſhort reſpite, I think ic 
neceſſary, for mine own ſatisfaction and upſtirring, 
uy before myſelf a few meditations upon death, 

In its dark and light fide.” And while I am view- 


4 Ing it, in its nature, its cauſes and conſequences, and 


what there is ro ſupport a gracious ſoul. againſt its 
terrors, I (hall, in the progreſs of theſe meditations, 
make ſome refleRtions, whereby the ſoul either turns 
in upon itſelf, or makes ſome uſeful obſervations ou 
the ſeveral particulars. = 

O father of ſpirits, and father of lights, from 
whom all wiſdom, and every good gift, deſcends ! 
O Son of the living God, who art the light and life 


df ſouls! O bleſſed Spirit of grace, given to convince 


the world of fin, righteouſneſs and judgment, and 
to ſead thy people unto all truth! give light and life, 


Ipray thee, unto a poor, dark and dead heart. O 


ine, with the beams of thy vital heavenly light, up- 


don ſoul that lies grovelling in the duſt, and is ſadly 


beclouded with the miſts and darkneſs of ſenſe! how 


= little is it that I know of things unſeen and eternal i 


© bleſſed God, one in three, and three in one, clear 
up tomy ſoul this great and important ſubject !] thy 
light is never more needful, than when one is paſſing 


= through the dark vale of death: and if there be but 
7 Pi wp in. the thoughts of my mind, there is no 
| ſeeing 


rough the ſame, but by a divine ray from 
the fountain of light. O that in thy light 1 may here 


fee light! may 1 be helped, through the merit and 


: - 


ace of my Redeemer, to view death, and all that 
os upon it, really as they are, without any diſ- 


* | guiſe! And may the intimate ſenſe of my Heart, and 


| ſtated temper of my ſoul, correſpond to any right 
views thou art pleaſed to give of what ſo-yaſtly con» 
ceerns mine eternal eſtate. Amen.“ 3 17 * «4, 
e 


POS 


N 
( 


r rArto T5 
Man has a Soul as well as a Bod). 
HIS, as s evident from the account of man's 


4 


= 


= 1 make; when is ſaid, The Lord Cd formed the 
Wody of man of the duſt of the ground, and breathed 
Fo Mp his 10 42 the breath of life, and man became a4 
Wing ſoul; ſo 'tis no leſs evident, from every man's 
experience, that he has an active ſelf-moving ptin- 
ole within him, and that this puts life and moti- 
on in the fleſh he carries about with him, and, by a 
briſk agitatlon of all the parts thereof, keeps it from 
mouldering and diſſolving in corruption, until there 
be either ſuch an attrition of its veſſels, or ſuch a a 
eonflict and jumble of all its humours, as that the 
organ, having loſt its form and ſtructure, becomes 
BF altogether untunable, and unapt for the ſoul to 
== Have I a ſoul as well as a hody, why ſhould it not | 
= have at leaſt an equal ſhare of my care and con- 
= cern? Why ſhould I neglect any eſſential part of my« _ 
ſelf, if I have any aim and deſign to be happy? How 
can L attain the ſame, if any part belonging eſlentiak” © 
IT ly to my nature be ſlighted, and altogether unprovid» ©: 
ad for? And yet mote unnatural cruelty would ie 
de againſt myſelf, if that which I find to be the only 
Vital and active power in me, yea the very principle 
of all corporeal ſenſations and pleaſures, ſhould be 
forgot, as if it were a thing wholly to be deſpiſed. 
Hare I then a ſoul, a ſoul of ſuch capacity, as that! 
= find by certain experience it cannot be fatiate with 
== worldly. things ? This ſoul, whatever it is, muſt be 
= taken care of and provided for; and according as 1 
Ws find its nature and neceſlicies, fo its proviſions muſt 
_ be ſuitable to them, BS 8 | 
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ee EON II. 115 
7 Sun? of” Man: is a Subſtance di Mind fr 


aud more excellent than Bis Bau. 
| Wine a ohilelbphieat idquity ities the 
vature of the ſoul, as not ſuiting out preſent 
defipn ; that the ſoul in man is a ſubſtance diſtinct 
Fro His: body, is obvious to every man's obſervati- 
bn! For when the body hath done growing in big- 
. neſs, aud tallneſs of of the ſoul often hath its 
| 8 05 growth in knowlege, wildom and under- 
Tandiog. When: the body firs ſtill, and moves not 
band or foot, the foul can fly, with all its faculties; 
, ag high as heaven in a moment. When the body is 
_ Weak and languiſhing, che ſoul is often lively and 
_ Vigorots: What John faid of Gains,” that he had a 
ShalthfuF-ſ6ul; tho! a ſickly body, may be obſerved 
of ſeverals, who have carried about with them feeble, 
1 decaying, dying _— whb yet have yely and well 
F Tom oned wulss. 
How manly are there; e not dd wot in all 
the bodily functions that are purely animal; buf alſo 
Labour in great debility of nerves, ſpitits, and what - 
| ever can be Imagivedas inftrumentsof thought, who 
= * Haye very ative and contemplative ſouls. Lew, 
E  Turther, the foul bath griefs and joys peculiar to 
11 dhe body can neither add unto, nor Guß | 
- pilFtrom. If the ſoul be wounded, nd c cal 
= - 558 can heal it.” On the other hand, the foul hath 
”  felrhichjoys, as hat the flames that burned us W 
5 ©. could” nor extinguiſh ics oy, 
"And. as the fonl-i 1s diſtinet from ebay 0 tis 
: more excelled?” tis 4 hoble ſubſtance, bfeathed in 
us, by the father of ſpirits; tis a candle, Iighted in 
way the father of 8 'tis a e in U J 
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n, Dying Thoughts. 7 
t only underſtandeth, frameth notions of thingy, 
Wd reaſoneth, but alſo it eorrecteth all the miſre- 
eſentations of ſegſe or fancy. *Tis able to judge 
Wo: only of the preſent, But allo of the future exiſt- 
ee of things, and likewiſe of their ptoportions and 
Wproportions.. Yea alſo it can contemplate the na- 
re and perfections of God. All which is above the 
Wower of matter. It can ſit down alſs arid judge 
von its own acts, which the body &nnot do: yes - 
aan bid the body, and all its concerns, farewel for 
WT while ; and, by retiring into its own cloſet opera- 
oss, en behave like a ſeparate ſpirif, even while 
che body. | Vs 3 
a eber, ris an ineotrupüble ie gtizt fuk: 
W2nce; which the body is riot. Tis the breath of God, 
nd tlicrefore eannot hut be immortal ard incorrupt- 
e: and we are conſcious to ourſelves, that tis a ſim- 
Je and uncompounded being, and hence can have n6' 
Wrinciples of diſſolution. Yea we are ſenſible, that 
If motion and ſelf· vitality is its vefy eſſence. Mat- 
Wc cannot live, unleſs life be imparted to It, and it 
Wn be when it does not live: but a ſoul, tho' it de- 
Wends for being on its original, yet life is ſo eſſential 
WD its conſtitution; that when it ceaſeth to live. it 
Waleth to be. +6, „% 
And who can imagine, that what is moſt God-like © 

man ſhould be the only thing that finally Peri. 

Wh? of that the dull matter about us, that hath no . 
Aon to God, except that it is his workmabſhip, , 
Would. ſtill exiſt, and continue in its being; aud t N 
Wc ſoul, that reſembles him, bears his image, t 
pable of cod verſe and intercourſe with him, ſhould”: . 
annihilate and deſtroyed for ever 
= Aud whatever loſs ſome may think they are at 1 ũ 
Wonceiving of a ſpirit, yet tis moſt certain, we bave” |; 
W more clear and diſtinct idea of ſpirit than of mat. 

r def for as tis only . 
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3 "Ding Haedls, y Parr 1 
n any  poltive conception of ; ; for, trip it of theſe, 
. ig wholly eſcapes our light; ſo let a ſoul be reviewed 
in its modes. and attributes, there is nothing in na- 
1 we coticeive more certainly and clearly. And 
we eyen wanted an intuitive view of the ſoul, 
ve need not much Wonder at it, ſince it is fo in our 
_ bodily Gght ; for the eye, tho' it ſee every thing elſe, 
100 2 itſelf, at leaſt directiy and immediately. 
Since 1 bape a foul within me, diſtinet from the 
body, and far more excellent, and which alſo is of «- 
1 duration; then "is evident, that wordly and 
temporal enjoyments can never portion this ſoul of 
mine. What hath a ſpirit to do with bags of gold, and 
- barns of corn? It would not be more incongruous 
46 imagine, that a body can be fed with thoughts, 
than that a ſpiritual ſubſtance can be nouriſhed with 
lomps of matter and clods of earth. And what can 
an immortal-ſpirit make, at laſt” of dying bonours, il 
- Eqrruptible riches, and periſhing pleaſures ?' For if, 
this night, God ſhould require: this ſoul of me, whoſe 7 
E  - ſhallthele things be? 
| br But, O my ſoul, Joſt thou hear of Aurable riches 
| "ane righteouſneſs ? covet and labour for theſe, or elſe 
Poor on halt be through eternity. O my foul, 
We bear of the bread that. endureth to everlaſt- 
ing #fe& bunger for this; elſe _ ſhalt ſtarve for 
2 ul, doſt thou hear of tory, honour, im- 
| _ mortality; and eternal Ee, or of an imcorruptible 
1 1 at fadeth not away ? be ambitious of this, 
apdlabour to attain it, elſe thou ſhalt be in everlaſt- 
| F. ö 3 contempt. Well then, throu 0 ry grace of God 
5 » daily care and buſineſs, 10 let met to 
oe things 4 _ for the things that 
* 1 N are je are only temporal, but the things unſeen arc 
1 0 fe PH % up my treaſure: in heaven, 
e. treaſure is, there fhall'my heart be al. 
Ros RS. jag to _ 
com- 
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Medic II. "Dying Thonghtr. 


>mmunioh with him, chat ſouls can only live by, 


their duration: and as I value theſe above all the 
World, . 


un them. a e 
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3 Hen ee is i to o dilbelieve the myL. 
I not comprehend the ſame, when we underſtand fo 
little of our own make! Or how an immortal — 7 


preſſions upon each other, as every one feels? 
By this union the foul hath a power over its body, 
to order it to this or that; while yet it cannot com- 
mand any thing that belongs to the vital functions. 
By a ſimple command it can carry the whole body 
SWF hither and thither ; but it cannot by any command / 
make the concottion to be better, nor the cireulation 
of the blood to be briſker, nor the pulſe tober. 
= Our ſouls are immaterial ſubſtaricts; diſlin@fFrom 
W their bodies; and this, one would think, ſhouldmake 
them capable, either of dwelling in' their Dee err 
retiring from them at pleaſure. But tis not e ne 


iin God's hand, either to looſe them or keep: them. 


the Autbor of nature can on looſe. 


would think 
Ts" ER 


1 41 \ 
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tery of God and of his Chriſt, becauſe we can- 


8 o liaked to a lump of fleſh, as to make mutual im- | 


falt; for being created; and finite: ſpirits; chen are 
confined by certain wi de heir bodies, W God 2 i 


e e ee fü en une e ee ene 
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Is being ſuitable'ro- their natures, and anſwerable to 
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WF cords of the union between ſoul and bodybelng on- * I 


1 - Dyinit'Thinghtr. - wt Part 1 
8 * houſe above their heads as long as they 
pleaſed; but tis not ſo: for however ſtröpg, ſpiri- i 
2 and active the ſoul is, and the body a weak un- 
_ reſiſting thing} yet tis but a ſmall part of the body 
that is entirely at the ſoul's command, and ſearec 
-ought of its vital functions is ſo. 
Dur ſouls are vital, ſelf ſubſiſtent, e ſpirits, 
And oe would think from'this, they ſhould neyer 
_ "ceaſe io communicate vital influences to their own 
bodies: but yet in this caſe they ate aſſo ſo Jimited 
a {5 torn as to looſe at the Creator's pleaſure, 
ps of the body, though nothing is impaired of 
*. fe moving power and vigour of the ſoul. - 
Lord, I have reaſon to fay with the Pfſalmiſt, jp | 
feurfully and wonderful] 7 made the form and com- 
poſure 5 the body, and the ſtructure, variety and 
abſolure fitoeſs of all its ports, for the uſes they are 
| deſigned for, is wonderful ! the noble powers of the 
ſoul in underſtanding, reaſoning; and in embracing 
with vigour what it apprehends to be good, and re- 
coiling fromwhatic thinks hurtful, are yet more won- 
derfuf, But that ſuch different ſubſtances, as an im- 
[matexial ſpirit and an earthly body, Hould be united 
together; (hat a wind and a piece of matter, thi a 
mee ce clod of earth ſhonld be affixed to Each 
other. ei perfett myſtery! |} 
Lord; chou haſt lodged this ſoul of mine in ber 
;  raberpacte, 15 therein I might give unto thee that 
tribe of glory that. is due unto thee from this ma- 
_ nec CLI And ee to anſwer thy deſign in 
this; by renderi thee the homage and praiſe that 
| * due to ty wif dm, power and goodnels, ſhining 
ſobrighely in the ſun, moon and Racy, * in * the 
"other vilible works, of thy hand. | 
Thou baſt alſo place my foul within.me, thi 
may be capable of taking in all the enjoyments and 
8 * in * or . 
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can 5 For ſuch is thy bares goodneſs, 
eat chou would have no kind of pleaſure wanting to 
e entertainment of thy creatures ; and thou haſt 
15 este nothing that can miniſter delight, without 
Blſo making faculties and powers capable of taſting 
tc ſame, / which dull matter can never be! hence 
E Wdeſire to give thee thanks for all thy temporal bene - 
s, deing they are both for thy glory and thy crea- 
oure's comfort. 
WM Only bez, thou mayeſt nor let me bee well, | 
aud N thy deſign in placing me in the body. 
pray, O Lord, at not be left 99 down and brood | 
gu pon-matter, and overlook all other comforts but 
= what favours of earth: but gr 2 nt, that by thy e 
way be able to govern and {et bounds on all my eor · 
ooceal appetites, and make all temporal delſights ſer- 
nesdle to the greater pleaſures of the mind, 15 pid 
in divine exerciſes and enjoyments. 
MEDITATION IV. 
Death i 10 the Wages and native C men 
4 f off S71 „ 
Ho x 5 union between ſoul 105 body's is A 
ſolyable, yet tis only ſin that could make the 
E actual. What i is there in it puzzling, that 
man, if he had perſiſted in innocency, would have 


continued i in an ing body of forks ? Ifind Th 12 
F ſuch a make, as chat t 


1 a body may be made without ſuch e . 20 
cauſe 3 acontinual defluence of parts, as pes 1 
the geltruclion of the Whole. | 
On the otker band, whatever, was "Alamn's on ori 1 
canſtitution, tis certaio, that when fin para, into 
the world, death muſt. enter with it... And this. not 
| bly by a ſtatute from heaven, pronoundng upon all 
| 9 ** * 10 aud unte * thou . * 
3 tur 
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Jus but. alſo from the very nature of the thing: 
for were chere no ſentence from heaven dobming us 
dio dle, gur prefent ſtate of ſin and cortuption makes 
e , 9 Blk us wich 
”--. pride, malice, enyy, and fuch exorbitant paſſions, 
_ and ieregular;covetings-of every: kind, as make. great 
”  impreſionsboth on the ſolids and fluids of the body, 
+. and difurbs their barmoniqus conſiſtence and hence 
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M4 come diſeaſes and death.” "320-2 
ee from this, that ſin is ſuch à mortal 


ae l t hath diſſolyed bis frame. It may 


may appear as leading the ven: but they. ate mortal, 
killing-pleaſures, 20d followed. with, bel}; from be⸗ 
neath, moving after them to meet or avertake them. 


. The deadly Seer, whereby: one is enſhsted to bn, 


may be covered ox coloured. with the bait, of pleaſure 
or profit, but no ſooner is it ſwallowed down, but it 

.- preys upon a man's life, and never leaves bim till it 
make an end of him. I may fee the evil of fin in the 
gha ſtiy looks, the heavy groans and the quivering 
lips, and much more in the trembling confeiences.of 
ing men. And 1 ſee that I cangos love.ſim, with- 


S, 


\ chuledeath* and why. hould 1 die? Why ſhould, 1 
be ig love with death? It repents we, O Lord, that 
eee doe evil in thy light, and wherein I have 
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x .f doth reign, and the guilt thereof 'cleave 
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. piſon, - 
_ - which, whenever it infefts a man, . never. leaves. im. 
) be in- 
deed dilguiled with a deceirfyl varniſm, ſo as pleaſures 


dene iner 1 will thro? grace do fo no more. - 
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* Ah but it alſo ſeparates between the ſoul ay 
od, who is che only life and happineſs of ſouls, 
ech, to a perſon that is unſanftifed and unpardon- 


WE cording 48 its mind and wiſh : Bur if not, it dies; 
| At has active powers, but without any thi 


25 AF a 
at i; dut withou D 
& OE to. work on, and {6 they are as good 1 : 


l 


None, being good for nothing, And 'tis through the 


WS vilt, ſtain and power of fin, that death bereaves the 


ul forzyer of all ſuch objects and entertainments as 
it che nature and anſwer the exigencies of ſpirits. 
== Whatdo'the neceſſities of ſpirits crave and require. 
by, tis, truth, light, goodneſs, purity.; for ſpi- 


4 bal e Ry: are only for ſpirits. And if the 
aul at 


hic 


1 % 


W's fins, and be a dying eterpally. - 


it will put a final period . 
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eath is bereaved of all temporals, and has 
either, capacity nor. taſte for ſpirituals. how poor 
ed perihing is its condition! fin hath Htipt it of all 
WEnjoyments peculiar to ſpirits, and then comes death, 
2 1 {poils it of all the adventitious delights it had 
its unlog wich its own, body: and now What is 
elt after tor a ſoul to live on? And ſinee nothing is 
Neft it whereon it can ſubliſt, it muſt pine away in bo] 


. not only kills his body, but it Kills alſo his foul; . . } 
Sc it leaves vothing for ſuch a ſoul to live on for ever. 
= The ſoul hath faculties that are active: and if theſe - 
Wculties be entertained with objects ſuitable in the oh 
her world, the ſoul finds comfort and refreſhment 
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o how wretched is that man's condition, that hath a 
be all of bis comfort hanging upon the bare thread 
ff this life, ſo ſoon to be cut and broken in pieces! ! 
= 1s a ſouldead in ſin, ſo as that it cannot diſcern” 
or affect the things of God Poth it favour nothing 
Wbuttarth, and taſte nothing but carnal gratificatiobg? — 
WI hen if that ſoul dare open its eyes to look up, it will  - 
Lee death ſtanding before it in a terrible form, ready + 
eite home and divide it from its body: and thus 
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By . 
* thing s it affefts and loves the blefſed God, and 


; Aying, but rather may long for it, "as bein its full BY 
"pp fog ul pulſes 1577 =_ 


wither the heart; and conſume the bones af all gore: 


Den is the Soul 5 Separation from.its Bugs 


Don, 1 Part L ' Z 
this. is, e may be enough to waſte the ſpirits * 


Fe 1 inners, and 0 awakep them 0 mind the 1 
great concern, Su? : 0 


t is a ſoul juſtified ind ſnRibed, fi that above x 


amiable "Redeemer, ind endegvours after 'the nearcit Wl 
conformity to him, and f ran {pirirpal to temporal Bl 
comforts, 1 2 tereſt in the promiſes above 
all earthly poſſeſſions ? That ſoul can Joſe, nothing by 


en VL. 


Ti AT at death the ſoul retires from its'þbdy, | 
eyery one is ſenlible of. The foul doth nn G 


In its body as its hoffe gd tenement, bur for which, 
us Theopbraſtes obſęrved, it ofteri pays A very dear Wl 


"rent; od 1 cog removes at reg mn his lod 4 
| \ whereby that: was ip much parts al and 9] 
x vive is N deſolate and laid byyas ne. 
: thing. pe foul which uſed' great fprecatt , 


12 
> 


4 


making prpviſi ops- for p body, ſeſt it ſhould 


_ meulder down and crumble to ol pew gives vp 


ts office,- and looks n re after the Tame till the 
neral reſurreftion. Thefout ave fe beayt and ll 
motion to the 7 but pow it leaves the Kine, 2 
oy the body becomes a loathſome See and 
0 * 8 as oy gift pnder our feet. 
A 55 ibis ſnopld nor paſs jeſs Mid 
chou gh mind. ' 5 the foul the only 


he Famer the body, and exiſts a vital ſubſtance 


33 * or ever? Doth death only cauſe it remove and (badge 
ts 


OW : "PIO * is molt very: cf wy Ys 
ty 
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rious EN concern.; the body that will ſoon 
come a dead inactive lump, and. moulder wy du 

= the ſoul that is the living and gu Leng ſpirit ? 
nd what deſeryes moſt of my time, the frail cor- 
A ptible fleſh; or the immortal and incorruptible ſpi- 
Wit in me! How extreme were the dotage, ſhoul 1 
eſer cime-gratifications before eterna 0905 or a 
Wn ouldering houſe to the \ 440i e * | 
g | hore time lodges therein 4 l 
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; Death is the Souls parting with all e 
x. ae  Enmoyments, I * . 


n EN ks body is pot off and aid by; kd hn 
5 an ed of all its pleaſures and delights Vend 
* Ra now is left to ſetve the taſte, the, jaucty the 
= ſight, che ſcent, or the ear, of that little plece of or- 
ganized clay. the human body. A ſepatate ſoul can 
neither gat rey Wy nor 1 ip . 2 
nor taſte ought of any "of e re are 
peculiar to the animal liſe- A „Wpen dea 
comes, ihere is a farewel glven to or pleaſures of 
the ſiye ſenſes ; no more any of thoſe grateful ſenſa» 
tions mat are from bepriog, ſeejng,. Falling, touch- 
| ing, or ſmelling. W ; 
It mall them, . through the grace | of Goll Tt wy 
daily ſtudy, to inure and train up my ſoul, in ſuch 
= rational, ſpiritual and beayenly delights, as can 0 with 2 
= ir through death into the other world, For this end, 
un deliphe myſelf daily in God, and in all his amia- ©! 
ble and raviſhing perfection; and wy meditation of 
-Chriſt ſhalt be ſweet : for many a pleaſant though ! 
way have of his mighty atchievements, glorious vic- 
; * tories and raviſhing love, nd of * EE yt wich 2 
FE. oP bis purctale, "They 1 


wall 
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its own io comfort it, after it had loſt, its body no 


1 don on earth, and then he ceaſes to be any. more - 


" ſeen, uplels it be his bones, or full, or duſt, digged 


* 
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— 

. They. are pleaſures of this kind that are the moſt 
rable, as well as the moſt excellent and ſatisfying 
delights. For who, that believes his ſoul is more 
excellent than his body, ean yet imagine, that it owes 
all its happineſs to dull and ſtupid matter ʒ ot that it 
muſt ſo he itſelf and its native powers, as to bow lh! 
down to ſerve its body for all its pleaſures ? What Wl 

2 pitifuFflate would the naked ſoul be in, upon ſuch 
2 ſuppoſitionas this! and how dark and diſeopſolate 
would the valley of death be to the beſt! all the in- 
ter val between the diſſolution and reſurtection, what 
poor and deſtitute circumſtances would a ſoul be in, 
if it owed its all to its body! and how could the 
apoſtle Paul have longed to de diſſolved, if it were 
ſo with the ſon] that it had nothing in itſelf, or of 


man can believe ſuch a thing of his ſoul, but he that 
doth not mind be bath one, or be that hath. drown- 
ed 3t to ſenſual delights, or fupified it ipto aclod of 
Mirren VIL. 7. 


Del ile Sos remmuing ot of this Warld, 
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E pol moves and rules its bodily machide; Wl 
1 and hereby the man takes a few turns up a 4 
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io it. His foul hath taken its Bight, and is gone; 
and even the dull lumber of fleſh he:carried about 
. with Him is laid out of ſight: ſo that the man is no 
more it the world ; for no part of him is any more 


up by the grave · maker, to make room for another; 
and ng knows who that Bl 
Then is certain, that every ſtep I take 27 1 
; i ey 2.5 | rd” 1 
| world is a ſtepping nearer to the next. And, ny 


, _— 
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iN. Dig ug. as 
bos art thou prepared for fo prevt 9 change! 
Wn hottlyto remove and be gone from this world,” 

= have 1 laid up treafures' in the world to come ? 
me eptertainments of the other world are of k 
end ſpiritval kind ; and is my hearc,purified by 
ih, end prepared to enjoy them? I am making 


n 
_ 


on tbe ftream of time, and I know-not how foon 
all launch into the ocean'of. eternity; am I fit to 
ink of the rivers of pleaſures that fill it? 1 have 
Wet vich ſeveral waves that have made breach upon 
each vpon this frail tabernacle; and it may be the . 
ext wave ſhall drive me to the ſhore-that is beyond 
be: and ought it not to be my chief and daily bu- 
Poeſs to make proviſion for fo great a change? 
GO Mtopitariox IX. 
WD 24th is the bereauinga Man of all his earth- 
7 ˙ . nf 
kx death cloſes a man's eyes, he fees not 
Veoh more the good that is to be ſeen under the 
Wun, nor. can he enjoy ben is to be had in 


& 


be land of the living. Death ſeparates the moſt in- 
Wiimare friends :. it diyorceth the huſband from! his | 
Vile, 20d” the wife from her huſband; it :raviſhes 
children from their parents, and parents from their 
children; it bereaves à man of relatives, as dear to 
bim as his own ſoul ; it ſpoils bim in 2 moment of 
all that, with great care, toil and unreſt, he hath been 
heaping ropether for wany Fears. 
"Whatſhould then engage me fo much to this world, 


ban through this wilderneſs; I am carried faſt” - 


and he things therein? Why ſhoulditengrofsfomuch = 


of my time and care, and ſo much divide my affe&ti» 

ons?. Can ſuch ſhort-lived comforts offer any thin E 
thatizenough to ſeduce my ſoul from the all ſufficie tm 

.and eternal God? or to enchant me to a ee 1 


„ 


% * . - 4+ — 
= * 
8 ” y 
1 ” . 


N «ntl 


i Hs 
is a A 


5 
— =>, * ? 
= * * k 8 
- ” * 
F | 1 
1 


* 


* 


"Dp Wage, 9 "<6 if 
ITY 


of my bleſſed) Redeemer Vain world, cabſt thou g0 
Vith a man beyond time, and keep with him through 
eternity 2. Canſt thou go with a ſoul unto the next 
world and therein either purchaſe a room in heaven, ot 
make an eaſier bed in hell? And ſince it doth not ſo 
much as pretend to any thing of this, Il ay with 
the Plalmiſt, What. wait. 1 for. from this world, ſince 
there is nothing in it but a vain ſhew, and I'll 35 
that any Hopes © Lord, is pnly in fle. 
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Deutz Is a leaving the Soul fe att by its 2 
+ native Powers. 1 6-H 

8 l man becomes a vaked ſoul, having "A 


ther ſenſible organs to ad upon, or to be 1 el 
by: and ſo the ſoul is left to be entertained with what 


» ww 


'B peculiarly hate do its nature and inherept necel- 


_ darkneſs. of ſep 


ſities, Hence, if that ſoul is not envelopt in the 

le, or. benighted and confounded with 
irregular paſſions, it Will be entertained in a way like 
itſelf... And what more agreeable objects can 11 be 


converſant about, than truth, wiſdom, goodneſs, or- 


ger, Se And what greater happineſs, than in con- 


| - templating, admiring, loving aud embracing the truth 
2 fetal is Ori inal and ders Nl, and the goodneſs: chat 


gene? 
On the other hand, if there be nothing bur the 
barror of darkneſs upon the . el and of and the 


J .. confulion of carnality on the will apd affeftions ; 


then the ſhadows of an 7588677 evening will de 
fretched Hut upon that foul, and it will dwell for 


ever in that dark vault of hell, where the ſun ſhines 
vo more at all upon it, nor the voice of joy and glad- 
neſs heard in it, nor any thing that is holy or pure, 

or pleaſant, or joyful, ſhall light upon it for ever. 
"I I ſhall * pr or milerable 1 in * next world, 
ac- 
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it have more - 
of my heart than God? Should my delight be con- 
fined to theſe things that are foreign to the nature of © 
my ſoul, and no ways adapted to its exigencies ; what 
would next become of me, when ſtript of all theſe 
enjoy ments? _ - 8 ET 15 
Well then, I am not ſtraitned as between two in 
this matter. The caſe is plain, and tis a determin- 
ed point with me, that God is better than the world, 
and heaven is better than earth, 'and that the eternal 
and inexhauſtible fulneſs of light, life and joy that is 
in the bleſſed Redeemer, and overflowing from him 
on all the bleſſed inhabitants of the other world, is 
ſufficient to draw, pleaſe, and ſatisfy my foul for 
ever, Whom have I in the heavens but thee, O Lord, 
and there is none upon earth my ſoul deſires beſides 
thee 1. this God ſhall be my God for erer and ever, 
and my guide unto death, Au when beart and fleſb 
ball Tall, he will be the ſtrength of my heart and 
FO, OY RAT Red ( te, 


. : - 
: 4 - t 0 KT CO 
. % h Þ 
= * ” 


'B 


. "Dying Thoughts. * bin 


che FR 


Meira rien . 


Daa, 10 rk opening anew Scene, ti ither 0 
T Lad, er Sorrows. 


*. 10 > FI upon what is Gd. Whena at 1 0 4 


the ſoul-retires from the body, it takes its ob- 
Jects, Whether grateful or difagreeable, in an imme- 
date manner, and without the miniſtry of the ſenſes, 
Here while the ſoul is in a ſtate of vital union with 


its body, we can ſcarce reach to any thing directly 
'. and immediately, but muſt perocive enn the 


| ven avenues of the ſenſes. 


do not mean. as if ſeparate ſpirirs knew heilung 
about material objects. Ila ſee nothing either from 


ſeripture or reaſon for deny ing them a capacity of 
praiſing God for all his works, as well as the angels 


in besven. And how other wiſe could there be joy 
in heaven at the converſion of a ſinner? But my 
meaning is, that whereas we know things here only 


dy the mediation of the ſenſes, there they know them 
immediately; and whereas here we know things by 


their ſpecies or i images, there they ſee them! intuttive- 
__ ly, or have a real perception of things as they are in 
1 


emſelves; which, in my opinion, is the moſt direct 


nnd easy way of raking in objects, and liable to no 


Aficulties, but what ariſe from our Pew: way 


EY far more inexplicable. , 


Had I been made a naked ſoul, 104 with no higher 
faculties, but with another way of uling them than 
what I haxe at preſent; and one told me of certain 


ſpirits. or intelligences, dwelling in a little organized 


; . rr matter, who by pictures and images of things 


% 


* 


id up ſomewhere, none knows well, their memory 
enn bring back things as remote from them, as one 
moment gf time can be conceived eiltant from 1-4 
alle 4 t 


| 1 . 

I. Dying Desk. * 

er, and their imagination can travel over che bresdtb 
r the earth, yea in one inſtant can paſs from one 
nd of heaven to another: I would be ſtraugely puz - 
ed to think, how this could be, and would ſoon be- 
Win to aſk, what theſe images are : are they ſome- 
pings or nothings ? If they are nothings, what can 
Whey ſerve for ? If they are ſomethings, where ate 
ey laid, and how brought out in ſuch order? Either 
ey are material or immaterial: if immaterial; what 
Wholds them; or how are they true repreſentations of 
Wrhbinps material? if material, what can hold them? A 
; head," to be ſure, no leſs than this terraqueons globe, 
+ 


of rather as wide as the circumference of the bea - 
vens. And why, would I ſay, might not this ſpiric- 
as well ſee materia] objects, as the material images 
of them? And when, I had thus tired myſelf with a 
ſchouſand inſuperable difficulties in this matter, L 
would certainly think 1 could demonſtrate that to be 
impoſſible, which in my preſent circumſtances I find 
is fact. But ſtill, as I am even preſently ſituate 1 
think it eaſier to conceive a ſpirit's immediate intuiti- 
on backwards and forwards, than its taking in objects 
in ſych a round - about way from the ſenſes, as by 
the Tecond hand: nor do I find any difficulty about 
it, that amounts to any more than ſaying, that it is 
not our preſent way of perceiv ing 
+ *Tis no diſparagement to the enjoyments of pure 
ſpirits, that they are not impreſſions from 'fenſible 
objects; nor are they the leſs entertaining.” On the 
contrary, as the ſenſes of brutes are more ipnoble 
than the underſtanding of men; ſo the objects of 
reaſon and underſtanding muſt far excted the ob- 
. ere Tenſe, e. 
I find that, even in material things, the moſt groſs 
_ and palpable objects are the baſeſt. Tis the ſubtile 
| parts in us, called the animal ſpirits, that have moſt 
- of the virtue of life: and much more the immateri- 
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by our inviſible, as viſible things are by our viſidle 


blen je 4% a foul in a ſeparate fiate. And if Ia 


F a well pleaſedneſs of foul with the holineſs, and o- 
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Win Thooghts, ..,; Part 1 
|  alfubſtance in us. And as the ſovl is more excellent 
than the body. ſo inviſible things are as perceptible 


A forks And if intellectual objects, meeting with intel. 
ectual powers, can be any entertainment for pure 
ſeparate ſouls, they cannot miſs a perfect happineſs 
ie her de 
The glory of this world lies in its being, as it were, 
a map or picture of the in viſible God. The beauty 
and the pleature of it ly in this, that we cannot open 
dur eyes, but we behold his eternal Godhead, in its 
wildem, power and-goodneſs. And if we can find 
ſuch Plesſant entertainments in the contrivances of 
_ God's wiſdom; and in the glorious effects of bis good · 
neſs and power; bow much more will the foul be 
delighted and taviſhed, in ſeeing immediately theſe 
loripus excellencies in themſelves, and in their firſt 
at, Which it can do without the ſenſe. 
Another thing which I may attain without bejo x 
obliged for it to ty lenſes, is the loving bf God; 15 
mean a rational complacency in him, and a deliberate 
motion of the ſoul towards him. And as every thin 
in God is infinitely delectable, here is a ſpring of e 


ry fuch a ſupreme love to God, and the bleſſed Jeſus 
with me into the other world, I cannot miſs a hap- 
pineſs there; unleſs there was no God, no Saviour, 
or nothing excellent and divine, to be found in it. 
Another thing 1 find grateful and entertaining, and 
for which I do not depend on my ſenſible organ, is 


ther moral perfections of God. To be pleaſed with 
this is to be delighted with the beauty of his face. If 
therefore 4 ſhew-my delight in the holineſs of God, 
by hating and reſiſting all evil, this fecutes he One, 
. happinels of a ſeparate ſoul; without the aſſiſtance of 
| ſenlible objects, ſince all requiſite to true e | 


1 
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i, Dying Thoughtr., — 2 
bere faund, viz. the moſt excellent object, and 4 
Wculry ficted-up for the fame. 
= Again. a5faithis all wehavefor, viſion while bers. 
ay, ſo this is ſo different from living by ſenſe, as 
tds oppoſite to the ſame ; and as faith, repre-, 
Wentivg to us the work, the reaſons and the deſign of 
Nur redemption, has nothing to do with the impreſ@= «+ 
ons from ſenſe, fo tis ſufficient; to.ſecure üs of joy 
W od. deligtit in the ather world, if the möſt glorious | 
iccoveries of the divine perfetions, ſhining ſobright- 
Wy in Chriſt, or if the making, uſe of theſe perfections 
our geceſſities require and our capacities can admit, 


r the having «correſpondent impreſſion of them in 
Pur minds, and conformity to them in our lives, can 
ontribute any thing to aur joy and delight, 


BY en 77 5 1 ? = f 
MEDITATION III. 
Death i the Soul's Entrance into the inviſia 
L 9% V4 {$ ble World: | WROTE Al 


HR N the ſoul is ſeparated from its body, it goes 

into g world that's out of ſight, a world whick = 
he dim aud ſhort-ſighted eye of ſenſe cannot reach. ** 
unto. The fleſh that hangs about us parts this world 
from the next,” which as ſoon as it is put off, the ſoul 
enters intf&'a new world, or at leaſt into a new man- 
her of living in this world. While we are here, the 
Lord turneth back the face of his throne, and ſpread- * | 
eth his tloud\ {pon it: in the other world, the fate of 
God's thrane is turned upon them; and badet, that ig, 
to ſay, the inviſible world, is naked before them, avd 
even that dark and horrid part of it, called deructi- 


. 0 , 


on, without a covering. 

0 'my-foul! thou ſeeſt from this, the need there 
is of faith, which is the only evidence of things unſeen 
ad eternal. Thou ſeeſt not the inviſible world, but 
ES, C Weg ok 
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a8 little didſt thou ſee, or could have any notion of 


te light of the ſun, or of any thing elſe in this viſible 


World, when thou waſt ſhut up in the dark tell of 
- the womb,” And when thou haſt bad already the ex: 
ience' of two ways of taking in agreeable objects, 
dareſt thou think that God may not open up a third, 
as mych more perfect than thy preſent way of en. 
tertaining thyſelf, as thy preſent enterrainments art 
more. perfect than thoſe in the womb? And if thou 
15 t reaſonable 1c be beld here as a viator, in: 
ate of trial, in order to be trained up for a perfed 
future bappineſs, why ſhouldft thou not think, that 
thou muſt come to thy moſt perfect ſtate by ſome 
great and remarkable changes, as well as by ſeveral 
gradual ſteps of preparation; that is, as the foetus in 
the womb is ſtill advancing in growth, till it be ripe 
for coming into this world, Which bitherto had been 
an inviſible world to it; not becauſe there was no 
light 1 ip this world, but becauſe it was not admitted 
to its light: ſo alſo the ſpiritual life being given un- 
to the renewed ſoul, it grows more and more, till it 
comes to a perfect ſtature i in Chriſt ; and when death 
ſeparates it from the body, ir is an opening to it the 
womb of a new morning, or the light of a new world, 
invilible_to_it_ here” only, becauſe the ſoul is not 
1 forth into that light. "a 


ME DITATTroN XIII. | 
Den i 8 Sou! 7 Paſſage into unkirws 


Weener . Regions. © 


8 this follows ew the laſt, ſo alin, 
more in it. For every thing unſeen, is not 'there- 
. For uaknown- But che Lord poſes. all” mortals with 
-reſpeQto this.” Feb xxxviil. 15, Have the pates of 
Kea — fo thee? or baſt nen ſeen . 
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fedit. XIII. Dying Tbougbict. 23 
. doors of the ſhadow of death ? Death is the bot. 
FA 41 1 unknown regions: haſt thou looked ; 
hrough this portal, and thereby ſeen and been able 
o make a diſcoyery of the vaſt amplitude of the in- 
Piable worlds, and of the manner, order, number, 
Huantity and excellence of their inhabitants and en- 
enen ce rt 

But tho' the regions of the inviſible ſtate de un- 
nown to me, they are all well known to my Re- 
Jeemer, the Lord Emmanuel, who is the governor of 

heſe lands, and hath all the manſions therein at his 
diſpoſal; and therefore I am willing to follow him 
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try, but I have his word for it that the land is good, 
und that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, what ſtore 

f bleſſings the Lord hath laid up there for his people. 
ad it doth not diſparage, but ratber recommend the 


ern il „ 2 
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are far above any thing we ever ſaw or experienced 
here. io Ford FR by 17 e 
And how ſultable, yea how neceſſary to our pre- 

ſent ſtate is it, that we ſhould live by faith and not 
by ſight? For if the whole inviſible world were 
made naked before us, did the brightneſs of heaven's 
glory ſtrike upon out ſenſes, did we ſee the many 
millions and order of God's ſervants about his throne, 
how noble their work; and how rapturous their joy; 
or did we with bur eyes be hold the rueful horrid - 
looks, and heatd with our ears the roatings and yellings 
of the damned, tormented in unquenchable flames: 
as all this would be inconſiftent with a ſtate of trial 


for which God hath placed us in this world, ſo-alſfo 
it would put an end to many excellent graces, ' 
hereby God is ſo much glorified. For as there could © 


Even unto unknown lands. Tis an unknown coun- - 


Wexcellency of the heavenly regions, to tell us they 


and probation, and inconliſtent with the great ends 4 


be no occaſion for faith, and all irs glorious atchieve- - - } 


mente, ſo as little for implicit reſignation t& God, 
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Be. FOR Sth... "Pin [8 
4 i abfoline. ſurrender, of ourſelves to the love, 
Te and honour of our Redeemer. But, as the 
eaſe now ſands, as there is 9 9 5 5 neceſſity of 
faith, ſo alſo of, 9859 obedience, to the will cf 
God. I know not perſettly what. are all the enter. 
WAN of the, world in HF x on, tegipns; 
e o. 8 ſohs, Firtues 
udies 5e ood lary 0, 1 . me capa - 
W them: but wy 905 that country, and the 
good things in it, ho is the goyergor thereof; and 
tharefore he knows beſt what he (ould require of 1 me, 
= what. I ke do in order to inhetit the ſame, 

| to-his will I deſite. to conform in all a | 
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7 * $ the ſonb's $45 out of time into eternity. 
"We ate carrled down the ſtteam of rime* and, 

WEN comes, time is ſwillowed up in” og, 
Tong eterbity. O'amizing eine by 0 all't a 
Pare thee unto? THou art an 05 of ages. never ex- 
. "plring, but always Une itſelf, to-day; Jeſterday, and 
17 ever, without any change. When the'k 1 
ed ten mouſand rimes ten thoufand” years, tis 
never vie montett pearer the end of eternity. ' Let 


: TT Katt a8 far for Watd as i cn, it cannot 
5M ee HEarer che end. or nearer the middle; of bound. 


seterntty't”y ex; tho“ alk the angel;'m heaven, and 
mer vpon earth, thoald do nothing but eftplo 
_ « their tie in numbering up the ages 25 eterni 
Ro multiply 1 rocduer of 'their- Khor 
m Ante the urmöft of arithtzetic progrefiion'; 
mit huge product of aff ther wuttiplication a 
der ne proportion, nor <omenever x whit nearer 
Br, end of 880 A 3 Foo to eternity are 
wot 


$A "a. 
Ly 


Wot 25 a drop a water to the ſea, or as a ſmall gra- 

Rel. ſtone᷑ ii com pariſon of the whole ſand; nor. eve} 
Ws 2 watch in_the night, when we are aſleep, and 
ens perception of any duration For there "is Mill. 


Not in long eternity there is no meaſure nor dounds, 


7 But, O — — 2497 tho I cannot cotmpres 
Pend or ſearch thee out, yet may I never forget thees 
am running with poſt-haſte-out of time into ett. 
pity ; arid” tis eternity that makes another hell in hell, 


nd another heaven in heaven. What augments the 
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ery ever increaſing, and never coming to its utter · 
growing, and never coming nearer an end: Quhat 
with an iron pen, and with the point of a Diamond 

ways make ule of it as a preſeryatiye againſt fawnin 


pleaſures, gobicing laſts, empling, Jeni, and an 
inariog world W 


ſhould equire,, that I ſhould ſpend. a thouſand year 

in „ and ſaſtings, in hunger and. cold, in 
dens and caverns. of the carth, I cou not have rea- 
lon to complain of this, in order to a bleſſedneſs thrg' 
ererhity, Bat if what the Lord reqpiges is more level 
to our ſicepgth and capacity, and more ſuitable to ow 
frame, 3nhemities, and Frailties, how, inexculable 

it 9 55 be. employing my time, mind ag 4 


in order to reac * lon * bri t d A 
rious 9 2 t "oy be 2 PIE 


le XIV. Ding Thought, 6 25 | 


Wome proportion between the leaſt duration or num! 
Wer and the gresteſt, if that greateſt hath aty bounids; 


moſt, and eternal happineſs is a happineſs that's ever 
this word, eternity, were engraven on my heart, vi 


O that, 1 did always bear it in my mind, and did at 


Have lan eternity before me ? then, tho? the 1300 
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and hance a pprehenſion is dazzled, and invention is 4 
onfounded, hen they go about to conceiye the ſame... 


iſery of the one, and the happineſs of the other, | 
s, that they are eternal. An eternal miſery'| is a mi- 
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chief y.in doing that's neceſſary to be gone! in Une * 


. 
#, 
et 4 CE 


26 ue Thonghis. 51 ban! 


e r re XV. 


Death is the gate whereby eo fi Ane ri 
euer into bell. | 
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s bin as an igedly out is rent view his body 
he js In hell; he ſinks into the bottomleis pit of 
Teſts fion, where he is exquiſitely and eternally tor- 
menred with the worm thar-dieth not, and- the fire 
that is dot: quenched.” O the bitterneſs of eternal 
death? O the extreme miſery of hell! where nothing 
will be heard but loud arieing,” Way 180 wo, for 
ever! re 

How will theſe wretched ghoſts” pore, | in their 
& deep thoughts, on the time paſt, and on the. eter- 
"nity that is to come, and for ever will be coming 
Then they will remember, that they (at leaſt many of 
| them) lived in a land of Geſben, enlightened with 
4 the faiteſt noon · tide of the goſpel that ever the ſun 
= beheld; that they had many inſtructions, heard ma- 
ny powerful ſermons, and wece warned many a time 
pot io come into that place: and yet, all being 
flighted, while others come from the Eaſt and Well, 
5 fit down in Abra ham's boſom, and ſhine in the 
gbr of eternal glory, they are chained in everlaſting 
- _ "horrible garknels: And whilſt others triumph in the 
. preſence of God and his angels; they have no other 
__ allociates/but grim and-prizly devils; and while o- 
wers est bread in the kingdom of God, and drink of 
- the niversaf bis pleaſures, they eat the bregd of ſor- 
_ rows, and grink of the cup of God's eternal wrath, 
— vichoutany'mixrure; apd, while others ſing the ſong 
- of ige, and the Lamb, theſe miſerable creatures 

a r. howl and roar in everlaſting deſpair, ©* 
| "2 he will it wreck the wretched ſoul; to think of 
Us * "or ever, though ir Reg e a- 
| C | * en, 
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es, promiſes to encourage it, and nothing-to hin- 
er ic from flying to the blood of atonement, but its 
os perverſe will! and O how terribly will it rage 

Woainſt itſelf, and reſent its own folly! when it re- 
eas for what it hath loſt heaven and happineſs for 
W-ver, even for a few momentary ſordid delights. _. _ 
= When the damned ſpirits, eſpecially ſuch as periſh 


Wcure they were under the thundering threats of eter» 
val fire; and how deaf to the loud calls and encou- 
W raging offers of the goſpel; and bow uae 


bow will their conſciences laſh them, as with whips _- 
of ſteel, and fiery ſcorpions, for ever? Or when 
ſome of them (hall bethink themſelves on their own _ 
caſe, that they pretended to accept of Chriſt as a Sa- 
viour, but would not ſubmit to him as a king; or 


ſubmit to him as their Lord, yet they ſtuck-at ſame 
of one fin. | O what ſhrieks will this, and the like 


bitter reflections, the worm of conſcience. ſhall give | 
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nder the goſpel, ſhall reflect in themſelves, how ſe- 


they refuled life and happineſs ſo freely offered: : 


when they ſhall reflect, that though they proſeſſed to 


darling luft, and ſo are eternally ruined for the ſake  - 


i — 


4 R 7 4 {a Dying Nong hits. 5 1 * Part 1. [ 
js looſened from its 5 ae ſhould ſlide into bel 
'there is no redemption from that pit of deſtru&tion 
ever; and ſo the loſs" of the ſoul would be ai 
irreparable as it is ſad; To commit a miſtake that can 
be again retrie ved is pot ſo fatal becauſe a bypaſt o- 

', verfight may be amended” by future care and dilt- 
gence; but to miſs in 'a ſtep which can only be taken 
once, and which if we mis. we are finally and ſdt 
ever undone; ho fhtal is ihis ! and how doch it de- 

| n the foreſight, attention and diligence 1 can 
de maſter of, to preyent it? And noy, lince 'tis'cer- 
teig 1 can die but once, and this once dying deter- 
mines my ſtate for ęver; for, as te free falleth ſeo it 
bel, and as death leaves me, ſo judgment ſhall 
=. 9975 me: hence, through the grace of God, it (hall 


de my greateſt concern that lyes neareſt my heart, Wl 
mn Bo to die well. 0 = 
Aok fince there is no dying the death of the righ- 
tedus, withput living their life; it ſhall be my daily 
ſtudy, to dojuſtice; to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
| bly with my. . But, apaih,” this cannot be attain- 
24. without repenting dally of ſin, and mortifying of 
| luſts and paſſions, nor withput a. conſtant applica- 
| | won of Chrilt's'blood and ſpirit, for pardon: and 
WE holineſs, apd"inquiring daily Where #s God my maker, 
' and living always in a humble ſtated ſubjection to 
| die in ig ein ubings. For, can he be/righteops who 
tie dos his poper, and ves as withopt him in 
Dees or is pe rightepus who is à le her of bis 
err ibn , Cod, and in the ſecret ſenſe 
erg is a Hr ſhipper of tit creaturt more 
 , than #heGreater * Would ic ben rightepiisthingy/to 
- . hardenfmyheartiagainſt God, and his fen re, 
1 1 ee his will to do mine own fe i: 
dea righteous thing, when the Son of "God came 
uss the world, and died to redeem me from all ini- 
ek mighHlive to him whe died and roſe 
s 12 WA agen, 
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re. Dying Thoughts, 2 
el csold keep off from him, re fuſe his of- 
ind not ſubmit to his laws? 2 
ell wen, if 1 would die the death of the righte· 
and have my latter end in bone; 1 muſt be 
y in the life of faith, fear, loue, repentance, 
obedierce; and there muſt be ſtrict watching 
er the looſe, unſettled heart, that is ready to g 
Wray from God, and to be . in ſin. There 
uſt de humility, tenderneſs Ynd circumſpection, 
che whole of my life and converſation : There: 
ai be a holy contempt of this world. ih compati - 
Wn of the next; and an undervaluing of all its en- 
ments, in compariſon of things unleen and-erer- 


Bleſſed Lord, in dependence on thy grace, I'll en- 
2 vour all this. I'll make it my malt earneſt ſtudy 
o renounce every (in, exerciſe every grace; perform 
WE vcry duty, and practiſe every chriſtian virtue; and 
= exerciſe myſelf to have always a conſcience void 
of ofence-towards God and towards man, being wil 
ling in all things to live uprightly and honeſtly, 
here is no work nor invention in the grave, whi- 
ther I am haſting ; there is nor ſtate» of trial again 
after death; ho more any promiſe of merey, nor 
offer of a Saviour : whatever is to be done for falva- 
tion maſt be done bere; and thereforę lfly unto Cbriſt 
my Saviour, from the wrath tp come, not KHœ⁹¹²́ ing 
how I can be ſafe any other way,, Fll-#pply his 
eleanſiug blood to purge my conſcience ft desd 
works, 10 ſerve the living God: for him Would 1 
fain ſerve, with the ſtiongeſt bent of my heart, and . 
the utmoſt extent of my power; ad Whatever me 
hand find eth to do, may 1 do it with all my might. 
Es 2 "Va30 9c 1k 111 010 ORR 
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| MEDI TA TIN XVI. 


. Death t believers is the portal through iche 
| they paſs into eternal life. | 


EATH i is the ſoul's paſſage to an eternity, c. 
ther of miſery or happineſs, according, to thei 


* Nate and temper of the ſoul. If a foul be out off 


Chriſt, it dies in its ſin, and the ſecond death is fi ni. 
ſhed upon it; but if it is vitally implanted in Chriſt 
u carries in it the ſeeds of a bleſſed immortality, and 
death enters it into the full polleiion of eternal life. 
Dotz life conſiſt in ſelf moving principles ? theſe 
the believer carries along with him into the other 
world: for, as he hath an active ſpirit, no more 
clogged with dull and heavy.matter, to the impair- 
Ig of its vigour, or the checking of its activity; ſo 
this ſpirit is inwrought with ſuch divine principles, 
_ #8 will be lively ſprings. of pure and pleaſant action; 
that is, there will be, in the other world, ſuch a 
clear knowledge of God in Chriſt, and ſuch perfect 
love to him, and ſuch à pleaſing admiration of his 
divine excellencies, as will never ceaſe to put on the 
foul, i in an internal vigorous attifity, in all heavenly 
e and enjoyments. 
Again, doth life conliſt in a conſclouſaeſs of our 
| r and of the pleaſures that attend our 
ae then, What perfect life (hall be in heaven, 
When the ſoul, being ſet in the midſt of beautifying 
Odette, hath: a perſect ſenſe. of its own happy con- 
tion, spd finds nothing to interrupt it from viewing 
and reflecting with pleaſure on the comforts of its 
ſtate; and ſo it bugs itſelf in its own bleſſedneſs, 
_ faying eternally, The lines have fallen to n in plea- 
1 places, and I have à goodly heritage. | 
1 * 8 l n the MANY and grace, 5 beau. | 
| 2 25 
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ran excellency, and they are conſcious they have 
m: and this will be an everlaſting ſpring of pure 
a perfect joy What raiſing and raviſhing thoughts 
n they have, when they caſt in their minds the 
Ine that is paſt, and the eternity to come! that 
g e that: is paſt they were oſten ſinning and ſigh · 
Ho, often in ſorrows, ia troubles, in ſickneſs, in 
in, in want, and in contempt. But now, through 
We eternity that is ever coming, they are ſaved with 
perfect ſalvation from fin, and all that is in it; 
From fin, and all that follows upon it. The.Lord, 
ay they, bath made us now happy, according to our 
rind; yea, extended our happineſs above what 
ve could think, conceive or deſire. 


= O happy day ! when perfect faculties ſhall act to 

W their uttermoſt on objects that are ſufficient at once 

to entertain and enlarge them, and to ſupply them 

with freſh ſtrength to act with an eternal vigour, 

that bath eternal delight in it, and with. an eternal +. 

delight that hath an eternal vigour in it. O bleſſed | 

life! where there is ſuch an eternal reciprocation, 

as objects infinitely alluring, and faculties made rea- 

dy for them; faculties perfected, and yet the ob- 

jets ſo tranſcendant, as infinitely to ſurmount all 

their powers: this is life indeed ! dis the true and 

proper notion of the ſoul's happy life! 'tis life in 

2 1 tis eternally ſo ! the powers of the 
dul will be no more begumbed with a drouſy, un- 

liſtly body, nor its activity reſtrained with qull or- 

gans: but the ſoul having now its unconſtrained li- 

berty, it walks at large in its own proper element, 

and takes in all that is grateful and plealing from every 

object; but eſpecially and mainly terminating on the 
kulneſs of the Deity, as the ſame is exhibited and 
communicated in Chrift» Here it can meet with no- 
thing that can confine it, except the finiteneſs of. lis 
own. capacity ; and ſo it can take its fill of ſolace 
ang joy for ever. i 4 
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| nga ! may my day thoughts and my night thought 6 


the glory to be revealed. Bot I ſadly bemoan, tha 


| were more purged, and prepar 
2843 | The things that ate behind, 1 may reach for- 


Deas the Uegving. of 'the body to le. a ve, 


8 body becomes a dull, ſenſeleſs carcaſe,, which, tho! 
= $006" even, 3 forth not; and the it hath" ears, it 


breathe through its throat. Nor is there any carcaſe 
more lodthſome, and gbaſtly to-Jaok on, than an 


Bury my deal out ef my lebt, Taid\Hbraham of his 


3 in the land. 'of the living, yet by death they are 


curious werkmanthip, at the make of which there 
Was confultation and ſolemnity: and it was made an 


| a HTTP 9 * — lervice of the foul; and 
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© May this heavenly happineſs never be out of ml 


be poſſ-fled' with the ſame. J have never ſuch dee» Wl 
and ſolid farisfation as when my heart dwells on 


I ſuffer fo often my delights. in "IP things to 
fade. Alas, how ſeſdoch de long for heaven ! and il 
how little, in'compariſÞn of what jt ſhould be, is my 
reliſh of i its pure and fublime by O that my heart 
for its purity: and 
ſublimity,' and more igitiated in! its joys! that er. 


hard to the things that are before, and preſi towards 
the mark, even the prize . the high , a 0 od 
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HE. n that gave life, power, ſenſe and 
wotſon to the body, is gone: and hence the 


15859 


hears no nilher 'tan it handle with its hands, nor 


human doc, when tis under the hand of death. 


beloved Sarg Even thoſe who have made the earth 
to tremble; and have cauſed their terror to be heard . 


caſt out ai w#abominable branch. | he body i is Gods 


WW, ' uch 4 
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er creatures do obeiſance to the ſame, But this bo- 


= how ſtately and beautiful ſoever it is, when death 


' izeth it, becomes a deformed. and ghaſtly. thing. 
W How fooliſh is it then, to ſhew the moſt care 
out what concetns only the body, and its necef- 


ies! is a man taken vp wholly or mainly with the 
iches, honours, aud pleaſures. of this life ? that 
Wy kis breath goetht out, the comfort of all theſe 
wings is gone, though the foul is held in their ſnares 
Wor ever. 1 | 


pleaſures, which are ſo ſhort lived, and at beſt ſa- 
jute tbee but deceitfully: for, whilſt thou embraces 


the fifth rib. O my ſoul, be not puffed up with 
earthly' honour and vain applauſes: ſor this is a 


and leave thee, as 46/alem's mule did him, in thy 
| greateſt extremity. O my ſoul, be not inveigled 
with deceitful riches: for, beſides that they ſti 


Kong ſorrows, thou ke. t got but that this night 
e 


tredfures in heaven, and provide thyſe}lf,with dura 


riches and righteouſneſs... O my. ſoul; art thou at | 


ſo much care about thy body, to adorn it, and ren- 

der it agreeable, ;tho' dis a beauty that will ſoon be 

conſumed in the NE e ſeek. znd endea- 

YON that thou 15 ef mould be adorned with all 
P 


the graces of the Spixit, and that thou mayſt appear 


them, as ab did to Amaſa, they ſmite thee under 


breath that will ſoon expire, and be extinguiſhed. | 


ath ſhall take them all from thee. . Lay wp then thy 


| in the beauty of holineſ from the.wamb of the morn- 
rim and adorn thyſelf for a bright and glo- 
# of ge 4 C — * » ” 3 
nous eternity; where thou ſhalt ſhine. Faty as the 
nion, clear. as the fun, and glorious as an army with 
: a | ' ' ' | | ; * ' 8 1 
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„„! Thought. $3 
eee marks, of majelty upon it, from rs 
be, ertftneſs,, mien and. proportion, as that | 


O my ſoul, be not eanght and intangled-in bodily + | 


AJ 


thy mind full, of. cares, and pierce thy heart with 


: Th not be a man's happineſs for it cannot be a happi- 


"0 e ee ban p 
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Death at length turns the loch into 1 orig 
' LR eee. nal duſt. F107 


HE hads, as it ccaſerh Som buſlned and a0 = 
on, ſo tis laid down. in the dark and lonely F 
grave, where it ſaith uno corruption, thou art my fa. 
ther; and to the worms, thou art my ſiſter and brother: 
who prey upon it, till it comes to be ſhattered into ⁊ĩ 
pieces, and cannot be diſtinguiſbed from the dir: i 
under our feet. And ſo the firſt ſentence is execute 
upon it, Duſt thou art. and unto duſt thou muſt re. 
fern. Like ſheep they are laid in the grave, deat 
Hall ſceil on them, till the whole frame be diſſolved 
and broken into ſhivers. The body is a curious 
thing, and organically contrived ; but yet 'tis a frail 
brittle houſe, which will ſoon woulder into 25 5 
and crumble into very duſt. 
Sure it is, that earth, or any thing of earth; can. 


ness to the very body itſelf, which is of earth; elle 
what ſhould binder its pleaſure, when it is laid in the 
_ earth; bath its mouth full of earth, and itſelf who!- 
Ay diffolved into earth? Much leſs can it be a happi- 
-neſs to. the foul, which can as little be fed with earth 
as the boy gas be fed wich thoughts. 
Vain world. entice me not. I muſt not, for hy 
| faks, wake n deviation from the way to eternal lite 
and-happineſs. Would it not be a fooliſh bargain, 
40Jele-an incotruptible crown, for a fading flower? 
or, for dying pleaſures, koſe pure and durable joys ? 
wil then, through the help of my Redeemer, with 
the greateſt earneſtneſs and contention, rive a 
= crawn' of life, and for the waters of Bie | 
A Cas a life. at 
Death 


— 


| 1 edit. XIx. min Tag dl . 33 
WT Death is ſhortly to lay my body down in the grave 1. 
J crumble it into duſt; and where am 1,” and 
ere will I find myſelf at Taft, if 1 have no part in 
e reſurrection of the juſt ? My daily care it ſhall 
| then, 10 knew Chriſt, and the power -of his reſur- 9 
diion, raiſin 1 my ſoul to a life that is active in the 


vice of God, and to experience a fellowſhip in hir 
rings, that as Chriſt died for ſir, ſo fin ſhall no 


Weans 1 ſhall attain a e reſurrection whoa the 
cad. 


MEDITATION. ix. 


Death is 4 conflii } and wat with the human 
nature.” 


IS a war with the body : it ſeeks its 5 thee) des | 
ſtruction; it grinds it into powder, and ſhri- 
vels 1 it into as ſmall particles as the duſt of the earth 


cleave to another. Wo 

Tho' the body ſhould Mad; that 'ris God's work | 
manſhip, curiouſly made; that tis an admirablecon- 
texture with great variety, order and fitneſs afalt 
its parts, to ſerve the purpoſes deſigned; yer it n- 
not be heard by this inexorable enemy. Bet death 
attacks and overcomes the body, and lays it in athes- 
ſo that only the rubbiſh remains of once « datei and 
glorious fabric. 

_ And as death is a warring with the body, ſo aIſo 
with the ſoul.” Tis true, it cannot ſeparate or difſi- 


incompounded ſubſtance, as the foul in mon; nor 
can i deftroy any of its eſſential powers, nor extin? 
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Wore live or have dominion in me; but VII endea- 
our to live to him who died for me, and by this 


and would not have ſo much as one heard of it ww 5 


pate the parts, or diſfolve the contexture of ſuch an 


guiſh its Sec wn t Frigciples i cannot anni. > 


wiese, mor binder an intel 


tte ane ubrovah 
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Rent, ſubifſtent, and ſelf. confciobs being ; but yer 
"the ſoul. it removes it; N it will of 
nüt from its dwelling ; it ſaſpen fot cuts off af 
ie vital in fluenee upon us ohn buy; and fo hib der 
_ alltheſd corporatTeh farions, whertby'the foul could, 
make an ddvanrage of its body, for köſting of the; 
geld of its bedbeficetif Create in ſe ſible com- 
dots an i Gbiges the Totti bid adieu to lf cor: 
pfeal\delights/%h6" Eftitnes it Hath ſerved! itſelf of 
ther to misiſter an 'oceafion of prililitiy* the great, 
— Cloarof gh . ͤr(ʃÄ 

| Hence death is a Wen y ainſt thewhbGle man. "Tis 
life, anch the matter of the 
ce A Te but keafes 


be dub: 10 bei 


= body ated n!? what“ union is AHfeleed. The car. 
cabin bre o gaH· ed body; fr the vtpa ans are 
(h#i{6fetin' piccty ot fo out o wwe! 9 The fout 
haWTefired/beirs incapable of amtbatin og, 10 carekt. 
ingen a m0 e strument. And all. th at x the” 

may ce tees now in biinfelf is 4 c; and be ls 


e e ad 80 We thzt Mache Yiu 1 


Re, et thing in nature, yea, which 1s weakneſs itſelf, be 


| fake, or upon the meer accounts of his 


t e r Upon earth. He bat taken a few” torns . ; 
_ enithe ſtage of time, and now be hath evaniſſieg out 
of ſight, 9 r 3) 2 
| How comes this abt ; How can death, the week." 


ſo powerful, apd prevailing, as to, break down and 
demolich ' own) work lt cannot Fertafnly do 
dug but 5s is God's meſſenger, Aerts oyerrurh 
his en bailding. But bow agein can x 90 8 b 4440 
to be thompht; that the all. wife and good" 90 voul 
take plesſuxe in diſtrelliog his poor ceeat ures, in 

deſfroying the work of his own hands, gn Roping 
overeignty,? 
Fr og, of a defulrory hamour, mJ all a . 


WAS 


ny 950 


doing, erde genie but ane ith 
ad, the 2 fibicely injurious to his wiſdom am = 
odneſs, There muſt be then ſarrie/great cab fn = 
ch a total Arion ag death makes in the world;. 
Which is J e. es that it beeomes: as u gw. = 
orld every . and what other reaſon can be 
und out, but tha due man, fin entered into the- 
97d, and 474 . Sin corrupts 5 
ul, and hence the body becomes eg infected, 
| uſe 2. fits, 0 pprefſes the ſoul. with - corrupt pa . 
d Ibs. avd hectby the body is overwhelnied - 
flood of diſcbrdant bumours, which ar length 
rw break it into pieces. 
See, thy ſoul, whatill ſin bath done in n 

har fad work it hath made; yen, what havock o 
he generation among whom than haſt lived; Itgit- 

er ond devote the body, ahd it would pref alſo 
bo the vitals of the foul: Nor is there any way-of. , 
preventing its eternally direful eonſequencey, without: 
Wing its life; and breaking its power, aud without: | 
ejng lanAified throughout in ſbul, ſpirit and de 
vhereby the foul, is Inlaid with fuch principles, ns--: 
if make It, whether | in the body or out dhe dd, 
o lite unto God and whereby the body, though”  - 
laid in the melee nel grave, may be as, ed mers 
ſown; which, tho! it ly for a while under the cod; * 3 


et it riſer h a pea a LR body at the reſurreQtiog 
* . nee . 


. N 7 
rae ki in M an d natural Reluttanty fo ding, 


RE compound being called man, is Haturelly 
"meluQzurto dying; for beſides z ieee 
* de hath to the diffolution of bimſelfj and . Nees 
ſoparationtsf his eſſential parts; and beſides,” mathe. 
is _ Famed to 1 objects by the ple id |: Ly: 68 
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| and knowW+ no well the way of: Mag. he Han have, 
whet deft a-imitet foul: beſides: all this be, is linked 
ig:feveral retarigns-to'.others with whom he is con. i 
verſant; fo that hema motion is made 0 bim of re. 
moving inte dhe other world, he is ready to anſwer 


3 ae Semen mem did to the prophet, I dwell 
$4 95 among wide an! pesple, and find myſelf Wy welle 


1 . * bs 5 l 


mo 


e ee being for fe 
$*4 e it capa 'P t 1 
3 would geclareagaini death. as being) the undoing of 
' ij would utter irfelf in ſuehra melancholy tone 
3 — a e go-down to the manſons of death, 
4 to theſe dark territories, where: the light of the ſun; 
and ai, cine ho more dt all on me, nor 
mie does of joyrand gladueir is hrard any mote ! Am 
Le er auro dee gloomy! regions; where the light 

of 1 down, and the ſtars ſet on me for 
2 How difinal-19 ſuch an apprebhenſion ? Am! 
* tardark interval-of-ſeperation from my ſovl, to 
5 in the den of rottenneſt, in the corruption ol 
AJ ſosibſome grave? F hrink gt che thoughts of 4bis! 
lden forſaken of my fuk hüt a vie cat. 
1 . Ov ith corruptian aud ovet run with 
lin 3 „ Cn ptoſpect of thin daxk and 
the man's beauty is conſumed 
. 4 vai or cloud -darkning af 
2 plorys- eſpecially, if no ſpiritual change is 
don the boch by che ſpirit of regenrrution ed 
20 bope left of à body e e nee 

| —- lid Shen tas ris hare. er arte ol 
eee elf reluctant to death. Though 
ec be happy too withourit't body, 
ener ſo uch the-ſoul that needs the hody, 
hat necds the ſoul g yet as the ſoul is 
r apticude tc euliven and rule its Body, 
El aden * e 
ah 5 * 9 * ** 22 * | 3 
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Ec LXX. Huis Voi. 88 
eee 'of mitter,"{nd thit males U 
willing 40 think of ipartirig. DAT 200 0% g. 
sat, G ay fou!, ait sd ct core xelated:to. 1 6 
*, thy portioi; thy happibeſs. thy very life. 
the body, which:is on, as a tnovable tent, 
; J eli dnly ftit 2\feafon? Anf ſheuld tbou not 
tort engsgedd to the Lord. who bath. loud ther, 
ugh thee, Tedeeried thee, and waſhed thee in his 
J. and males thee merci fot the inberitusbe a the 
*in in lights and at length taiſts chee roche fm e 
| n e ieee 
wii to the Bod, thae:el og thee; ah 
ceps'# body of fin atid . 
ek, * opprefling thy ſpitit ? Art thou et = I 
olige to tHe Lodd fot thy fitneſs, right and title | 
17 lite, an eternal crown ee, _ 1 
he hope of che ſame, than u art to 1 
| 7 28 mean enjoyments and ſordid eien? 
Let it ihn be the intimate ſenſe of thy heart, — 4 4 
hou art rather for the Lord: than for the body: Ly 
bat whatever ftiatkering thou haſt ; ee e 
s CCC nne 


. 

that by death thow att Pari 
. thy. pinoy cyan friends? Bur-wharcbinkelk; = * 
hou of the friends un the other ſide of death } where, FE 
Wthere ate Abrahuni, — Faribs wheterthers. ©. | 
Wis the patriatehs, apoſtles and cores 1 
bers there ate all —— e 1 
WT ions add acqusintunces that are gone before ues, = 
and where efpec — the bel es 

and lover 2 we gene gathers not in: 

to the o ion of the dead but to th 
gation of the fing: andi ii brings hem 50g heit 8 
people, à people - on, th An they 
have left behind. For they are then come dete 
ura, affenibly: of the jirſt-born, te aw eee 
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4 _ *. Day: Thoughts, Part 
perſtt. ind 1% Jeſur the mediator of the mw: 
-_ to whom we are moſt related of all. 
n the eee he 
af life; and this is implanted-in manitor great 
© noble n Tis: fogither trig and exerciſe 
| feveral.gr — 2 „A thereſwere not a nut üral reh 
ripg, the Ghtiſtian's faith would hay 
le: jay his patience would have tile to ber WP 
fonte —— have lintle ton overebme, 5 
HP aher he (any gloty in martyrdom!” But x 
5 — 9999 gin * Derr eaſy 


 brecing - him — the cxtng of — md wr nberted: | 
F admitting bim:mhere be Qaſl-be with the Grd, ſe 
15 „king a face, and enjoy his immediate preſent 
ever * he is willing to die to attain the fame. 
e e ee ti id Nr ond | 
A M 4 A XXI. Nr 
LM! 9 e wa 51 ano ty 2 7 
_ e it unavoiduble- — 0 
rene een 
FB; as ſunciy die as we are born :. , cp 47 * 
painted: — al men once ita die; an the len. Will 
is irxevertible,' fo. that there is no. diſcharge of 
War. In other wars ſoldiers may be diſmiſſed, or 
. by, flight. or they may make 
2 — . — — * may ſurrender 'thamfelves 
Ce 


ord.» Bus there is no way to e- 

at: —— 1 'No 

* Mayen, can be made with death No terms can 

8 ug ic, either to delay its time or miii- 

= We nem off its blows. 
| Sa 


2 er #t9 
Kerns! FN Nn ty auen 


* binder iis taling effect, or prevent its 
155 on. * ** 


N ” oe , "0-24 
ed wWly: 2 
4 * * na. 


1 xxl. b bl, las oy *4- 
faid to 4 vain, or that he has a life ſcarce 
orth the living. Here either ſome etnpty hope de- 
des us or ſome anxious care vexes us, or ſome 
ir ſtifles the ſpirit, or ſome gtlef fobs the heart, 
ſome labour toils the bones, or ' forthe languet 
3 ſohie paſſion inffates the b 
{ when all things of that kind gte dedueed fror 
e true enjoyment of life; 'how ſmalf fs thEremalns? 
is there any at all, which is n now und 
wen interruptecd, either with the at tacks or the alxrfL l 
death, or with pre-upprebenfions or me 
me? dat alt ort ieee 
But ſure we are; de Lord boch Hot mache a men . 
vai ; Gnee verily nere it A E πν]—ꝛR5 per dh R 
a and verily there is 'a'Cod"thit jut i 
: Tho' man then be ſet down in this lower world, 
ith i dobd of mortality hanging over bis head, yer 
e is a candidate for other re 00s, en the regions 
f eternal lighti life aud bleſs He MSet in this 
orld in order beta nch ed into the next. 
leſſec be thy name, O Lord; that N 5 
ia man; ang by thy inſpifarioh Halt * * 
der ſtanding in things unſeen and eter re 
wr haſt gives ro -thy-chofen"onesftich's rr 
engceh of ſpirit, as that they can are; Afcend my 
ot on glory. And the moſt fublimefpifits'a 8 
vo God wards; cannot be moſt delidedꝰ?ꝰ 
O my ſoul, let the thoughts eie ee ad 
omfort thee under all the melaneholy vie ws of cht. 
on ſine not thy mind to death, but l beyond it 


f to thoſe high regions where no mortality” cn rhe 4 


proach- By faith 'pierce through the” Tnterp6h | 
veil, and get not only a forefight;/ but even Toretafte 
of the-good things of /mmanuel's land, and Nad 2 | 
vergess get thy heart more and mere we” oh and. 8 
deren ſor ſuch - and n 8 
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0K. N 5 Ain 6 ages 265) MN re — 2 * 
bone gan eroid deagh! e ein 
2 any reſiſt i ee, 
kit u brſt y. —— _ 
| as the. hmbs and outward og mag DEXT it. a 
j bee vitäls : and man hath no. poxef, 
or bear up undęt ins fatal trpkes,., ti 
be braw! s that were as Rillars of. hra 8, 304 
wbich ſtrutigch. and, toſſed np, 5nd N 
ä > granders; pow begin 19, tremble e and. fall. 


© pewy: urms, ho ere ſn: prove, -38 if he ©: 
M's \mouptaipk,-n ke,49 (hew their Des 


5 gone; The han — of work ; 
a "mor Can;netain e but wh wich their grip o 
5 1 . 
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| with boch 48 ro the dime and trikaner of my dyiog 


Wo 


leckt XXH, Dying Mag, 46 
.. is the face, and pile ieh grow, like dect 7 

ng on a horſe. And the heart that was f 

| —— gil Non 
onceit, now groans, pants, fyils, br | 
How low Sw e ity! The wife 
„ dies, and - lthews/e the fool. Vain man, be not 
puffed up"Wwith any chipg iar relates uo the h | 
nce death wil ſoon-ſtair the glory ef thy prid ** 
in bring tee 0%, and lay thine honqut in the 
luſt.” Adide if thou canſt in thine honour and glo- 


2 But this thou knowelt to be 2 vain attempt; 
for when tb tieſt, thop ſhalt: carry: nothing Bay, | 
nelther- Mall thy gliry deſcend after let 
Submit, O my fov}, freely 10 deten, epd | 
williegly yield to its Nhe. Let it be wich e 
— 33 |= 
for thee.” 


thouldſt thou ſtruggle; whire 


ſtom thy body; and drop it, -whatever ſhocks 
cbm pod may ſuffer by it, ihat ſo thou my 
with the wilt of thy Lord! and wore "Wit! 
him, and under bis immediste cure and; 
N of Tpirits,” 1 am more ſib to'thee chan to my 
and in a humllity I dere to bow: unte ty 


hong roy 10 te Ppt fore epery:andybyitld te 8 
ſupteme and benign autbprity(; and all, 
— — Ade well i if 1 be agablad By filth | 
16 inherit yy promiſes. n 4 
Tei Ana T egt. eee 
1 
bog Ax leng 
71 date 
E ſtole" aye the fleſh i and Nr Darke 
Hatted"of ſin; that they ue Wed 3s 


11 er ereap) wen Ger 


y, and maintain it againſt" the humbling: powenot | 


our of thy body;,wheg-thyLard 
NI noe wee £0 ref n aopudſe Y 


N „ Doing Fhuughts,- edit, XXII 


Dee 05gaſioned al dhe evil.condupiſcence thu 
| hath kept them jn.conſtant cooflitand warfare. whit (if 
here in the world; And, ſuch al/ociotheiriveneratia 
b theholine(s, jpllics.and-yergcity-of God, and thes 
26a] for bis glory,, chat they,are;comented: ten be de 

© med, eren of 2, . themſelves for a while, fa 
a ide Findteatian his honour. ITE iy vi To Nen 


55 N 123316008 a nada nolbad ds: 


Nr An ON XXIII. 

e Fim. nd rid r * n 

| "nf $505 x Wt Dede h T5 inexo . Wie 

3 — . n rd nog e N 
wh 


1 dan prevent or V reſiſt its ſtroke, ſe 
HY ae cap ſtay i 10 band, when its ſes time 
| All men are ſenſibl e. lhat death cannot, in 
dhe 19 e it power repelled and hence 
- - we r AccQunll far. dying at laſt. But thea 
"hey, would, ave} to wake haſte, but to linger 
4 — in WO r.leveral_reaſongy ſome af which 
are of a Fe, ah yo of 2. worſe ſort Pheyare 
ready toery, e death, defay,.comenor yer; lay hy 
| Hand for lo. done a time... But dea h is faul i 
| exorable eee 
So dere ee t fondneſs. for dl. 
nth, 14 ence. they are oth $0 remove. bey 
dee Wich ibe accomodations, of his inn 
tie 1 6 in only 99 3 night that they are ready 
0 12 is good to k be here. They, are ſo amuſed 
2 vi ie r eee e Wap, that 
forget ex home. But lingring ſpuly;death is 
: Ne x! Fe: 1 7 haſtens to meet thee, and: will not 
d Walt thy plea ſure; but Horthy i it will cloſe hinge eyes 
| pg : Vie earth, and all thou att fond of in it. 
Qthers Bae ſome great worldly! proſpect ia hand, 
| 515 juſt between the winging or doſing, and beg 
F u 9 wilgive. unless they live to oonduct it. 
i; ys * to * 1 ane 2 
ES - | | 
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—_ : «Fa \ 1 
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Wed XXIII. Dag Thilghre. 


ee: yea, 'ris bever more ready td Rrike, 1 


and make. no great haſte, if thou art comitig 


ti it be with a ſtow pace. But poor worlding,*t 
d's meſſenꝑer and receĩves not its camma nds fr 


tans Itbinke + babe read fone here of àn gb, 

vation of Mr Baxter's; that death tiever mort uſu 

jy ſeizeth a perſon, than when: he is abgut to gyeoute 

— be las gin ed tothe his jaſt worldlyprojetty Ts 
probable the ob. Ffoation might, be fpunded-'on the 
* of — man, Who;.w N he had promiſed 

[eſt ta himſelf, upon building and filling his bargs; 

bad hie foul taken from pim ghat very night. 


he man Rach 2 fn formed projet juſt ripe ford : 


* 


of divine providetice. - 

„Others bavirig children would Ein Tine k 
arch, hd yet a while longer again; and ſo on . 
lelly, to ſee how ix poſterity ſhalt be provided ſor, 
and how diſpoſed af in the world. Büt this canng 
fave off death, nor delay its comintz. Bot thon m 
leave this to God, whoſe-praper work it is fo prov 
for futurities. And 'haſt thou pat found bien a p Wn 
viding; God for. thyſelf? And why' ſhould not 
matter be left and reſerved io him with reſpe@tothy 
children ꝰ Haſt thau not matters of gieat ncern io: 
think on, and which is more thy proper buſineſs 


wind, and that is, how thy ſoul ſhall bę ag for 


eternity 7 and provided of a dleſſedneſs therein 
Others apprehend, they. are iu a ſtate of ſome ſer⸗ 
vieblenefs for the glary of God and the Ne 
dur Mediator "304 * are loath'to want ſueh oppor 
nity of ding ged. But neither can this hold. o 
death's hand, or keep eff its ſfrokes: The Lord needs 
nun hee, or te le of theg. He can eaſily: do bis 
work without ther; not hail the earth be forſaken 
tho*thou be Haken from it; And now when the ſex 
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| 5 
or for the letting down 


\ . 


ſure at ,.. ene, 
Since no entreaties can he heard, to binder or ſtay 

 genth/s/aitacks,. gad Which, for, ought apy knows, 
may be ſudden and ſurprizing ; it ought to be wy 
| 7 neipal care toi prepare daily 255 e lame,” Apd, 
dor ahis end, Liboyld live as reticedly and abſtedftly 

Dr 
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1 Medit. XXIk. Dein enge. .* 
jets wep Piead as be will bis intereſt and; concern 
in bis body, it will not binder, death to execute-it | 
„ 01% IRICES te ba, -4 
"Should be plead, that he is fib 10 his body, ht it il 
25 eſſentjs] paye'of fin! yet this cannot detaia big 
ſoul ble: pier Nis ſpirit is under a ſupetior com 
wand, ab d Pas other ends te ànſwer, than tg enfin 
Jan 280 heavy fleſh : and g it muſt; out of id body 


2 the 15 by the meſſage of death ſende ſt away. 


r — — a — 


1 ould he pfad long aequantance with bie bod, 
bat his ſoul has long inhabited the ſame, which when 
it leaves, the 215 tabernaole crumbles inip duſt. . 
"Yet neither den this be heard; hut go the ſoul muſt. 
and take its fate; with ſpirits good gr bad, according 
to ki flake Ok, thou d he plead g lang poſſeſſion, -4 
that bz vatk for z log time ve bis boy; nd hm 
been.accufignied tp perceive þy its ſenſes and hence 
J N how ip live; ar in What regions to 
well 
L 


ke know 
7 


without ir. But neither can this ker p off death 


quaint With: Or if be hepie base per g ole ig; 


boble and baſe fesſon for his unsillingagfe to de 
5 fo plead his great pffeftion to his body tha ic 


_ has always þeen the darling ang dearly beloved of his 
_ Topl, pn which he hath! beſtowed] all bie ume and 
Broad bepes he thinks he is ppdone-wihbour it 2 


ment goeth forth uppn thee, go thou muſt; tho ſpoil» . - 
ech of thy body, and of all thau can delight/in, and 
_ the” thou can find npthing in eterniry nt can con- 


„ud, 
ne ige and ber 
bo „ale many 'gratifixations of his corporeal fene, 


Ft 


dis chick appetite. Yet this cannot. perſuade __ $1 


—_ 


3 4 
3 
= 
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20 


lay its hang: but the ſoul muſt leaveringbady, » 
d enter into atiother way of fivingabaw ever it , + 


Jet geſther can this prevail, but when che)command- - 


lest thee for ever. Or, which is as bad;;ſhould one ] 
the great advantage and benefit bethad-by his 


and. which, when he is ſtript of, he knows vot what 
can be left behind, or what there is that enn anſwer | 


a 


F Bos 85 % +] Part 1, 
y are; but Sorte it ein zd rent His ſoul 

from huis body and ſend it away, the it dees hothing 
Where tis going ts,” but an empty chaos, deſſitute 
of all manner of. proviſions, that 8 thet carnal Joul; 

or bebe enn Hive en. * Fen * 18 

ecken ther suß undue den she 80 h, 
een ie world orte any thing that concerns them, 
| by@amaknp us udp to die, makes death more 
painful While it cannot in the leaſt tetard its approach, 
walk there fre be my ſtudy to live'as much above 
meworld.-andiro wean myſelf from all cörporeal 
aud earihly Jelights as 1 3 Who conld ever by 
his deve Gf Bodily nie procure it to be perpetual ? 
- Cirvanythidg.bemore diſconfolate, than for a man 
to have all his good bond up in that which he can - 
not * ; yea, which he id certain be went aße for | 


a,” 


ATi 1858 
= hoe it f accept of G07 be my 050 ; ever Ty 
en and enter into toventim with him, and become 
i hit without reſerve. and Without -Fevacition ; 
then tn, Cod will be wy guide 1e death, a thro 


eh ah 0 ee fer ever And fince death 
denne break the bonds of this covenant, then thro* 


| eternity Len nee upto: him 4 who 15 not the God of 
þ- the — bur Fe uung. 

r i through fene nümixty 0 eh 1 SIT 
een with Chrift; who is the life of the 
; fol ein eee u breaks the union between 1oul 

# . an&body; dilfetve the foul's union: with Chriſt. 
Far ehthegobid lo like eon ſeparate between Chriſt 


atidthefoutthatiedografted in him. *Tis only looſe- 


able cajoyments that! Wend devrives the ſdul Gf, but 
vit communention em Chriſt is none of them. 
Since fe z beneder 10 die, tho? tis to be abſent from 
tie boah der z tobe potent with the Lord: Dear 
to him is nor only e or a being pathered wito 
| 9 Nis me n bi. * unto = 
an 
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Medit. XXIV. Dying-Thoughts, 49 
and a #eparting to he with Gi. Tis not only 4 : 
gathering unto his fathers accerding to the feſt but 
a gathering unto the father of ſpirits; that he may live! 
To die in extinction were enough indeed to cauſe an 
inſuperable averſion" to dying, much more to die in 
order to an eternal dying; but t die in order only 
to live, to die put a miſerable life, in order to an eder · 
nally happy life, to die a8 a grain of wheat; in order 
to riſe up in greater beauty and uſefulneſs : ¹tt 
harm is there in this? Or We there in it to cauſe 
ay terror or averſation? e l 0688 pt in 


Me ins , XXIV 
No mail's foul can retire from its body, or e. 
mund isſelf away at Plena. 


NE would think, that the ſoul has as W 2 
venues to go out at, when it will, as there are 
pores in the body; or rather that ſuch = penetrable 
| ſubſtance; as ibe ſpirit in man, might pierce through 
any part of matter it pleaſes, and be gone when it - 
has a mipd e but 'tis not ſo. If the body be in a due 


temperament, the ſou] mult ſtay in it f and, while 4 


'tis moying the whole body, it cnhνt i dim 


itſelf from rhe fame, as move orretire-an\inchfroms © 4 


it: nor, on the other band, if the body lofecits d 
temper, can the ſoul ſtay a moment longer in un. *® 

The unitingy and again the ſepacating'of the , 
and body, are both wholly in the hands of God, 
«whoſe right alone it js. to determine evety mans lot 
and eftate, both in this world and the hegt! Is 
be that preſides over our lives, and is be at de- 
Ie our death in all its circumſtances; and tis 

be that diſtributes rg, every one either ſorrows or 
42 


in the other world, according to their condition | 
behaviour in this. When to come into this 
Votld. and * to go out LS ic N is hor. for 
25 | WET > . We, 2 5 78 0 ws: 


* 


We ee, Js - Part l. | 


* but it 2 who hath 
death, 4 governot wh of 
800 8 
.. Tee frott os, hte 51 ſplrit bench tad: that b 
— inpat ee na God: —. 
pa none another, and are 

and ſupported. in their aj apr rhe 
_ conjundtiob, tho' ultimately 85 N upon their 
forcmef. gut ſpirus baye io! Other ſupport but God 
theit father ! nor on ady ching ſupply and Tefreſh 
them, but his breath and Plats,” ben he Com- 
| "mands.a ſpirit to ſlay id a body, It ſtays; and when 
be continavds it 10 gy, it goes. The rotigeſt Aga. 
ments cantiot tle. down the ſpirit to its body, when 

as by a niahumiflion, tis ſent away the Fa ther of 
Spirits, And-the iemoſt force, and vigofous exert- 
tent of the ſoul c nt diſtance it ohe hair: * 
from itthady, Ul God give is leave ro depa * 

_ -» Abdasthis ſhevws the noble excelleney i thi ſpirit 
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Heaven isa perfect meaſure dagger of hol 
pe, Ag ae at ue Gao whomichey be- 
I his face da riphtcos : awakened, pF 
oe ſatisfied _ bts likeveſs. 5 0 Sr, Lk x 
V Ganer hqpe phis? Can he 1 te 
ikeoels to Artes who 
1955 of er Or en he ho 85 Peers bel 
n ethatie eon begin? 
tset is 2 perfect ty ys with the 
Father abld the S 1 10 4 ore the lr 
of Cod, and be Thiet fits on 77 all dwell a. 
mung them... 220 Go be hope ft ibis, who bath 
0 delight" the Afmigbry, but Gtſaffeets bis gre 
ſerics” and weaties in it, and to Cham an appear» 
wee of God would be 1 the mo terrible thipg ine 5 


by pet cla fe. Th 


" Heavets u 1 fate of Ny 
thron&'of God and of the Lamb is in it, and — 4 | 
Ws ſervants trpe Him, and have his Fame mn their 


head.” can he ho hope for this,” who hath ner- | | 
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1 thi. that all unednverthd tives | 
have. not only no -grownds for any hope g 
bet ede ds not Hope for the ſame at, i They 
ne N for it, or deliring it that -=j 
grudge its being ſo pure à region, as that. chey 
cannot five or breathe thereig. They are fora haps 

pineſs according to theit own on- 
plexion of their own hearts? 


hearts being allenated from God; heaven: is Nr IF ; 
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ſoul, 36 d evidemtly'the eaſe cewerxube Gf Wen 
Buffer we to tx P iin hee, vnd l 
ment thy wretehed-eaſe with a U feafg? +3 | 
' - - © Why art thou N de faves? wy 
wündeſt es Je Ikfic'bfiche giory-of GY dird bf the 
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father's face; the face & 
Wh eſt of s father's glb. 
22 et the oounrenence Gf angetgabd ewf ed Til 
Ahle Ton# bf ie mot ning What#the mighty: 
| eng Soho, in" being ſaved" by the Lord 
por prone to ſalvain? "ICtHavP tune encty 
becauſe he would be thy Saviour? NN Ob 
Sie wd be Kisklog in eternatly öfunt pufe rIvers 
| uf nile that few from the throne ef G0 and the 
IE en ue 2553 een yo do gots! rt 
+  Artthov nde to a $efolution givin God, and 
ann avid — an eternal Ke 5 arr 'thou 
| teria in_thy ming never to have more to d 
. Fi then? This mou dareſt not reſolve on, but 
x eſt to think on it. Why then dareſt thou do 
| ily wir then Weſt not, in aper and hola 
terms, reſolve?” 
«cant thou 8 e of- ente thy · 
ei without having any part or portion in God, 
eos eternally baniſhed from him, whoſe pre- 
tene e the paly fearof light, life, and joy, to ſpirite 
” vr ever ?: But though thou (ould fiy-unto hell; ke 
eie aud there dy his avenging power; where 
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Dy agb, Part Il 
. now when the ſoul deſpiſes PEP vile 
things of this world. in compariſon of heaven and 
its wh ; hen it ſets the higheſt value on the highet 
whe u it finds its higheſt eſſeem is ſet on — 
tetvall y worthy, and. which, though we had 1he 
75 * of angels, quty igha dur higheſt 
eſtevmy ve ſeeret content and inturate joy of 
this}. a. joy Which death cannot kill, nar the ,grave 
bury, but whe ech higheſt, when * is. pag 
through that dark valley! 
% 705 we cannot hope for. any: thin which ved, 
do dere; the object of hope being ene that 
d' defrable. And if it be our dae good 197 ſupreme 
. happineſs that or the object of our hope, if it be not ifs 
delired above a 1 it is not hoped for, $0 that 
when a Vogel r heaven, his delires, are ſermi · 
nate * it; and they are not faint and Quggith 
Selig, ut bey are lively, vigorous and victorious, 
in-ſor ome meaſure. proporuyoned to its excelleney 
hd. ſuperior to all other enjoyments. 
And © how pleaſing and ſolacing is the ſlate of that 
whole delifes ate ſo well directed! defice and 
: 2 are ſo near @ kin, that deſire may be called joy 
an, and joy may be called deſire continued. The 
more joy in the Lord, the more deſire towards him; 
which again makes all the ways pleaſant, whereby 
the; ſou] reaches near him Let me go any way, lays 
' the foul ia warm deſire to God, though through fire 
a ster, through a thouſand -dangers, nay even 
through ; the ados of a that I may come unto 
be. ſeat.” 
"And dgain, what x a man honed for, he endeavours 
8 obtain... As.no man hopes for what he does not va- 
5 Z Wc or does not defire, ſo as little for what he is not 
. 8 pains tc tin. And hence wherever there is any 
hohe ok heaven, It ſets on the ſoul in all ifiduſtdous 
8 en it, And this is the ſpring f 125 
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il e Heels of the ſoul a- bing, res * 
weſlon to) God; till its entrance to 


Woulch the pio man plow or fo, 5 1 
hopes Of 'a"harvelt ? Would 0 
bt and venture fd far; if eee 
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and Oh how pleaſant à work is this, Bocft iu wer 


Pit reniew? Ip it owl be aſked a man whe. 
y mein bulineſs? What doſt thöd chiefly eur 
note Mttsfying Is it; if he be able to e 
— air chiefly aiming at Immortality! "alle eternal 
„Ipteſs N d wirt Ky: mark; Lam d B- 
. my ſoul for the pure manſions of pglary: T po 
4 


lies in the way, but I Woultfrather thoſe” wi 
o pal thrctigh that path, dark as it is, that "core 
bot of ke F 1 is to be "revealed? yea, How" 
oe! it for mf Fdid not die, ab et e 6 
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0 merciful father, maya believer here ſay? They 
hy leave to r eſerir as before thee what I mean, 
den 1 ſpeuk Ghemy hope of heaven Went 
180d 5: ae Jecknefscverihs WWmz my mind, 8 
ht tis but very little I can ſee of God, of Ct, 
ef the encelleney of the ne hd: ant” 
vien 1 am reeived With the hopes of glory,” W be- I | 
auſe of a proſpe& I have of ſeeing more oF if © 
n of God, 1680 tft glory of Tama; partie * 
tore of bis love; 3 7 made God to become 
vhy the priner f Hfe died; why he was atTiich c 
b ſave a loſt world, und what will be the final * 
hot of ſuch an amazing thdertaking ? 1 me 
heaven Kehre and hope for. een . YL. 1 Be 
1 ladly regree" it, that after the” many | _ WV 
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for a full widjoryy aud afrer: ail the wounds; 


s:receiveddy, hatred, by firong reſolves; by, win 

jog and tender caution{that yet there is much ſui en 
adieu un lee bearty o my. foul. rh 
lep mo groaning:and et ying, A h thu ile 
Stn the fall deliver, merfrom Ahe HA of 1143 dons ior 
dut hearing (there us at ng -a{$wlhtongd copie "013 
*rederwarionfrom fin; when no pollerion: thall afihy 
moe eftrapge mefromGodeempr [the power of e 
daes sse ,õꝗrg mes bis my+ heaven... H 
i the heaven Hhꝗpe/ for 3: aqd: though , tis, on the e. 
Aber, of debe Ul Nh patience, and def 
Wai fora. Tiago? i 35.o YOrrents 0+: 5:88 
£:2/Pilefied.Lord 4rif 1 know, HY HA, my. 
© par eint we; the predomueint and;havjinnl i gfiÞr 
«theteptytomiake thee my chick Rijnys H would refit; 
\herepapntr amy./pert and dife in: chen o, wu 
alt y aim to the celle Rt mer / But, 4/os fl u 
inc haber men ganiotimmylove) wh 
vad def cts. ang inter miſſing im thę ad coped Wi 
ncht myechean breaks, within men bars bo ol t 
ole ate dans goes, and ib Jeet anydelt, hat det BY 


«dhould have eviertained vibes lovers Ad beating 

_ ofuaiiapearginable, ihereipertett;Joye; to chec 
__ eſt pupall dvich feat, and where they (hall eve 
opts and in GO Wh ig leaves. this is it 
heaven 1 auld be id, and which Lqechire and hope 
pore rl nd Le 


© ben thivebern'eMyingtytrve thee wy maſte 

di Pegel as could, tau much am- hum 
bled anger the ſenſe of my manifgid{detegiy tv bog 
ons o urge, che urmaſt 4 can do is neither endug, 
eee for hp, hν,o eyes. 3 mn 
t& an * 

ens e my; deyotions n tis hover 12 
anne een 2 
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nen) nd to better purpoſe Tie there they 
— ub wich immortal vigour; tal and tranſport. 
Is tuch 2 hesven ds this e 
ener off 315111 17 eee ee e, 
um ſerrlidle of the many doh tebteictteliadacr 
ty mind from" God and the: pteridus Saviour How 
ew is my bart toſſed hither and thither-by the 
muy vanities this World! What cleaving is there to 
the World tat eloſe attachment tothe objects of 
Kor! "whit fab drfancer from God 124 tement A- 


— wy oe have got near him, but 
bond on does the heart tut n uff age H only tis te- 
leving to hear of an eternal dwelling in che pteſenee 
df mengtent King, aud of 4 lang eternity wherein 
wſomed fouls thall de ever wich their Lord. Aud 


dope tor hat l ſee not, then will tl uh patience walt 


fot it.- And, U ble ſſed Lord 2 of my"ap- 


Kinted ime will I uit till i cba 


come, and 


"thet b hom ſhait call, and 1 wiit anſwer thee, or thou 
vil n Sele, tothe work of hint o band” N 


2 Death. pe nr. N 


| HElaw 6610 rules in the heaven, and makes 
„ A herein happy. There ie uc woe any . 
. there; What is the chief good, Wet or be 
gesteht * . Godtobelowlinelsapd le, 
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che Lord 1YIiiphy, I groin cry for bis e 


dus this nearueſb to God, this perſect icommunion 

vith lm ubat is my heaven} I hope forvirebove'all 
wings as my heaven of heavens; ©! is out of :(ight - 
ſadced/-but hope that is ſeen is dot hope and if T 
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A tt benevolent , Thchiding trial 


N aller ſocial wit{uC5, 15, a neceſſary qnaiafica- ; 
lion far heaven $. happnefey and JO gan- 
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Dee Thoughtre 7 Pan 11h 
and rn a 5 
and uninterrupted love: and, from bis reflect 
love to every thing chat path a ſtamp af. God upon it 
"and the more perfect the impreſinn a8, the ſtrongt 
IF. -Isaheir;love.... And juſtice bewenn, ng and anothe 
i d branch of this, and there would remain nothing 
54 af juſtice, hut the ſhadow and ne name thereof, if 
- Wereinot ingrafted is the ſteck of love. 
For as tis the moſt, deeply fundamental law of the 
Anteilectwual world, to he moſſ addicted to God, the 
Ather, the fulneb, and ſelicity pf. ſpirits; ſo allo the 
fundamental law gf all ſoęial duties is love to one ano- 
men And this univerſal love rules the, whole king - 
2 dom of heaven. Nan ese 
Hence; as, the happy ſpiti 


i aboye are a very de. 
vout people, having their minds fixed on God, and 
never wandering from a fight. of, him; for even when 
hen are ranging through the world, they. keep in 
- dight of ad ſlang ãn his preſence: ſo plſo they 
idle. There are noge of them ſour and 
warde, none oſ them peevidh and, captious, There 
dena cos intéreſis or ſactions among them. There 
- 3s Ppthing-but periett love and peace . And hence 
z Abeyare geſcribed ad, delighting incancancther's com: 
Pau god gunxerſe, as may be ſeen. in ſeveral paſſages 
* of the book of the Revelations: 1c» no rei 
ite perfe@ bepeyglence that reigns in heayen 
meh tbem-all ſo free and openthearted. How 
28 frankly do they anſwer St. Iphu's queſtipns about the 
mes Kew vi. about the perſon Who as to open 
ie ek, xd llowofen ate they gacoynting, and 
| | refling to one apather, the wopdrous ſſeps of ibe 
* N. 1 _— in 
ingo ancichurgbes; whether in, a. W pt mercy 
- \on;gudgment} they bare ng leparatesinggreſty and 
mme ant de uporaberaders f 129,997 % 
AT” Nis this allo chat makes them be (04 


ſpirited, 
papeſpirinec. 
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bot only iw evety thing chat helates to the glory of Wl 
God, and honour of the great Mediator; but allo in 
vst concerns the good and happineſs of their fel- 
low'treatures, and particularly of man. The angels 
"theſe morning ſtars, ſang together: theſe ſons of 
God uu ured for joy, for the making of this eat th, aud 
be making of man therein, Andlas they were well 
pleaſed with ma 's creation, ſo nun eſs were they de- 
ſignted wich kus redemption. Wich what triumph 
did a great heavenly hoſt of angels celebrate the de- 
ſcent of our Lord from heaven to earth to ſade bs! 
Hl, Tay chey, to God in the big heft, peace on carth, 
:andford< will unth men. So im the! Revelation 
all the heavens ringing with*prmfles'and-ſongs, upon 
me Lord's remarkable deliverances given robis church 
inch people. Kd epo 1304 gatreg sige | JOY 
ow ſerviceable are they all id heaven to one ano 
tber and bow well affected! they cry to one ano- 
ther, Pruiſe dur God, all ye ſaints; hallblujahr Which, 
bunt eupreſſes their high eſteem of God, ag being in- 
fmtely mot e pfaulſe worthy, than they can find praiſes 
hb, and as it Mews their deſite to (ee bim ppaiſed 
„möterund more; fo alſo it ſhews fervent delire. of 
ding ul in heaven employed: in-the-beſbexepciles, 
ad in the beſt manner; and how ſerviceable arechey 
alſo to us on earth how well affeQted cave theſecce- \ 
ſſl" (pitirs to us! they make it rheix very bulineſs 
"46 be helpful to theſe who ſhall be beirsotdalvarion. 
here is joy iu the preſence of the angels fd. 
but one Haner be converted. From all whiehwe 
r 
bite ts of glory 
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Na pride, in paſion; | bo:wrath; no Hatre.!; na 
_envy no tnalicez-naſtrife,: no evil-ſpeaking, no 15 
JIticyand no feln He f ca a piace in ſbe pute. 
Ervin — No cknker'd or ill natur d 
flows can dwelbin the: jure and ſerene breaſts of the 
babe theled ands. Al theſe are the natives 
of Hell, the ſmoke by the boxepmleſs pit. the denn 
Proper fig, eng! che futies that torment hiw. 
5 Showld a mn then allow bimſelk to be ſelhſh * 
Aulegt, malicious, revedgefol, proud fretful.cenvi 
- ous; cenforighsz and mertilels; how can he dwell i in 
' * heave; which is heb regiom of light, love and peace? 
Ho can He makes ug one ſaciety With the” augen, 
_ whowof.atemperfo contrary to theirs ? 
i I Bet TSF) plorified Gldixhre full: of 
1 5's dove and kind propenſions tand thould 
out ſpirits be full of hatted, Ik ſpite and ran- 
pro 0 ſo have dhe proper chatacter of malignant 
» e how ean chuſe a ae, (pizizs cemeni babe 
| Mert! in onececommunity ß 
Likepets begets acquaiutapce, aud acquaintance 
plemate and deligbtr bet can two walk together, ex- 
gept abey beagperd IcHow ſtrange would it appear to 
' all thee heavenly! tnhabiants, if fuchi were! admitied 
=mongzhem; who ace withoie love, goodreſs,: be- 
OT fo -ard/alicns. to Gad, Who is original 
f . aligns is Chrift; who is love. incarnate; and 
alpin eie onen wealth of heaven; who dwell in 
2 ihe and of love, ye Gel IpJove e their pro- 
I emen T 8 01 4 Zen 
be "= tappy'That ul oba oorntfies ide. envy, and 
he HOU paſſions and affeftiqns, apd puts op bawels 
of mice Kindneſs, compaſſion, and good will to 
8 ny” from 2 heart full of afftttion to 1 
By, op 21 y to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
vin he ner; and who forgives the in jurious, delights 


TIS? pities the bad, 9 weak 1 
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M Dod e. 


mall heit emiſefles and ſapplits . 
This is ate pet like tb irs in heaven oa 4, 
„may this obe che temper and uiſpoſuon· f my: 
pulkmiiy bave uu, an honeſt and. 
an mayd havelgrace:ro love thétnuhat hate et 
mn forgive thee il}, and, Teqube it owiths adad 
Hay} mor tity; and repreſs all the impe tuaus motions 
of anger ert malice,,aod defirevofirrvenge:s May 
kd gbod unte alt tnen, and eſpecially phtoothoſe 
thatare: of thethouſhold of fairh: ©, May legwe:ev,,EeEt 
ent their due aud make in my buſineſs/white l am 
in che World; to db all rhe go can du ſt/toevety 
ene. May it deeply affrct my beajt to ſer ſen ma 
periſh in my fight 33 ſome ty eovergnſneſs, tome by 
ellun lueſs ſomd by pride and evil paſſiomi ſeme by 
Igsora nee and ſtupidity, ome by athiſm and unbe- 
hef; lame by a ne glect, and others by a conteimigt and 
profans tion of prayer, word and ſocru me nis. and 
may it be my grez}/ care; out of com paſſion to petich 
ing ſouls, to vie all che means and endtavouts l can 
1 tecover them tom the inayes of che devil. 
O blefled) Lord, der no tregardꝭ ts ſelf, n inordi 
nate affection wwthe world; make me Gyiordouny 
2 o5d, haneſt and uſetful. + May! f 
think'ngthing fo gbog-as lo be caaſterutpemployed 
in ithecacts ad mate iv} exprefiions af tupreme/love 
10 God and fi ncerr dove to ail my fellowetratures. 
Such b diſpoſitions thit, 8 tis à putting on the i» 
mage of Gd, r a being erf! 85 dur heavenly tas 
24 is mereiful. ſo tis an imitation ofithezgengrows 
benignity afta poet have / ind propentians 10 
menu : ICH 14 * NA. 210 big eat n K. 2 W 
61 tits behg bag” gos 12 59 ,cionbard%; Fe 1 
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142 Wine Thoughts.” Part Il 
Mx DIT AT ION XVIII. 
The Profpeil of a glatious Reſurreion if th 
*. Body dif pels all the melancholy thought Sithat 
can caſt up in the Mind, about the Buy; 
being laid "dvw9n dead und ghoſtly in th 
dart and rotten Grabe. 


' 


Di appears as an uncouth and amazing 
change in this reſpect, that ifthakes the ſoul 
out of its body, . which thereby becomes ſenſelcl; 
loathſame and ghaſlly. +. 
its body be 


a / . A 

is true, the ſoul, hath often fache 

a very troubleſome neighbour : for whereas it, s 

made to ſerve, it uſurps the command; and wherts 
the body was to miniſter unto the ſuperiar intereſfof 

the ſoul, it ſets up for an inter fering 1ntereſt of its 
. own, and makes demands as if it were the whole 

man, or at {eaſt the moſt conliderable part of him. 
And bence it challenges all- our time, thoughts and 

care, as if in were only to be minded, and as if the 
| ſoul had no concern or intereſt to look after, or no 
kaufe -beyond the grave, or none worthy the 
DOC © OO TT REIN 
Aud gow the boy y being ſo great a cauſe, or an 
occaſion.of ſo much evi) cõncupi cence, as is the 
bHurde and daily yexation of a well affected and ex- 
_.erciſed; ſoul; the body, 1 ſey, being lo much the 
cauſe why the ſoul in man is ſo much neglected, 2 
It it were a thing fo ipcopſiderable, in reſpect of the 
body, as not io de eve afy ca e hence it is that 
the believer often fa Is a-forging. or.d2liveranice from 
the body, apd all the evil and heavy appendages 
thereof + * 1 | g EN 5 15 2 4 4 . ; 
er aſter, all. he knows that the body is an eſſer 
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of ſe · 
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tial part of him, and that during the interval 
win tion he has 1oft his bod pI HE 0 
happy, it enj 17 all the 11784 e \ prope 2pd pee 
to immortal ſpirits, an ng ain Koo de. 
ed. But yet the man is not at the t Te Merely 
and confumma ely hap py. He wants his body» An 
eſſential part of that 4A pound being; man is yet 
in the hand of death. But here lies his comfort, 
his body ſhall be reſtored to mim agaftf. For pit 
worms hath deſtroyed his 8 yet it ſhall 
reared up again, that in his ef. eh he 


7 N 
de body is ' corifitied tet 5 fore 405 K Jonel 
\*Tis hid out of ſip ht, gut of: Find, 
in its not in an everlaſtin 11285 © ball de raif- 
ed, and e-united to Its foul” 20 . or Chriſt, the 
ince life, bath encountered desth, oo, porſued 
it to its cloſeſt retirement : "he Bard van & death 
uy the} 1725 it its 15 ſoil, aug N by ſaqQibes | 
th, ag etens the rave, n en h ns, 
t to al bis 10 7 80 that, 770 11155 to pong 
Fear nol 10 24 dywn wnlo (1-437 wt. "far will g Juz thee, 
nd will bring thee up again; 7 275 Keren may 
Ya Chriſt Faying to 1155 feat N down into Wl 
the grave, that 438 of ory 10 ak uſe of cor. l 
Tuption, for I will go with and bring thee up again, Wl 
tere 15 Vell endug * or ma V "vid | 
| "that his ſoul will go off this flap 25 with Ta princi- ] 
ples of a vigorous, immmortal 1a ppy Ni life, : 75 l be | 
a ſpring of eternal] joy. He Knows * o, the ſe dener be 
gets out of this Body, be riches the ſtoner the main 
lone he yg be at; he attains what he has been 
long pr [ing and pantin for, even the Immediate 
pieledee and fruition of God, and the pure rivers 
E. life that flow from bis chroge. Yer desth bein 
. the effect of ſin, he is loach any fort of him ſhould 
1 in the RAGS of death, He would * 


5 


Ra)! fe 
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body 3 5971 of he i Ine ls. in its meaſure and 
25, Werz d Ts body LOpether, and 
har God hath Joined be is unwilling: death {houl 
fog er Feen ajunder., r. 
e Q.beliezer,, know for 15 com fort, thit thers 
| be .ar6[tifuuan, of ipgs. And as death 
e . nd MAL, it efca 1 like a bird from 
the nere. ſorhz hall not be able to keep doun the 
body in4þe,@52 ve... Tr ſhalt Joke up thy body z- 
* n van 4 hon, hal c Ph. off all Corrupe 
rtallty; an all principles of order, for ever, 
The hau thalt change a ts: Tg bod for inimot- 
| ea}vigourang Ae hy body, t N in Weak- 
nels, (hall raised in power ;, tho own in dilho- 
our, pol be railed tm. glory; tho! ſown a naturil 
body, it hell be raiſed a Apiritua! body; a body alio- 
dbetber under Airection, .and at the « command of 
thy. peril (piritz/a body hat ng mige zit. the 
Foul Nich a progliyity 30.carhly and. corporeal ab- 
Jets; body that is made. onen cheh 10 the glo- 
_ -zipus body, of Jaſus Chriſt, 
Hees believer, in the! vely exerciſe of faith, may 
ſing wich a Fac and oy triumph of foul, @ 


wal wherg 4. thy ſting (0 grave, where is thy vic-. 


The Ming, of cath is indeed Lp, but, En. 
end art over-thot in thine own bow ; for, through 
"The dyin of. ohr Redeemer, death e comes to be the 
Filling of-fin and the extinction of its life: and fur- 
tber, by Its removing us cut of the reach of temp. 
tations and ſnares, 31 deſtroys the very exiſt: nce of 
fin. go if this be a}! that death doth to the graci- 

ous ſoul, evento deprive him of ſenſi le objects, and 
Fill the foments end incentives to luſt, O desi thou 

- art welcome z ſor a berter turn cannot be done me, 
than, to ce 8 trom ipquelling corruption, 
at "A D grave where is thy victory! thou mayeſt 


* kave A body 1 in thy polleſlicn, And Waat - 


3 
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hay ſpoils i „hand! 1 dead earcaſe, 
A ee 45 Ys p of dead, fle h dd 
never þ either, Ie 0 5 put 45 was Agens ebd. 
by Us imoort.l birt; ſth, eee 11 85 te 
15,0 death's 1 and eath can 
N + ja por ene light a- 
ove « c ion! * re morta wells. 
* Fed WH 89 7 . tet) body, a lifelefs fs 
40 of dec. which is in thy hands: which tho 
thou cover. with * orms, diſfolve ie rottenneſs, 
ſhiver into dult. and! bury e oat Japkn e et it can 
{ ee] nothing Sf all thy reſentment® fer when laid in 
the-grave, tho” It hath eyes it ſees wot; and the! it. 
hath ears it he rs hot, neither ca ir Tr with irs noſe; | 
3hdT6 pefceive ngthing of all thy duttage and intolis. 
Abd how impotent Ty thy trmph, Ven "tis only 
over! the dead, that know nothing, 700 feel nothing. 
odn nor overithe. living... And even, this body, dead 
. K ia, ſen ſeles 28 it i is, and ſnatreved' as It is, thou 
cannot keep Jong down in the grade Tho! it hath 
E ſenfe nor poet to make reſi ſtance, yet thou | 
po degain, it in, 1by dark territorics': for the day 
| come, vor all that are in the g rave ſhall hear 
85 vice of C 6 briſt, and they: that 925 ſhall live. As 
Th WAS Once a voice. Ric up. Lazarus, "fo it ſhall 
heard again, riſe up patiiatehs, 'prophets, mar- 
18. and all beli vets; ; riſe up——who"ef this con- 
1 80 have dh d in the 2255 and cone from che 
How p eier is the proſpect that 3 gracious foul 
"ma 8 1 580 the valley of death upon this very 
550 . Vn indeed, may we'lay; an earthly. 
710 


apls, 17 a imoky dye How often bath 
1 ſhips p of indvelllng conbupfſcrnce made wine 1 
an SR pur, with & Fork !'Thave*dwelr in che 
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$4 Let ftrajt' and haredw lodging; and * 
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my ſaltit. And tis but a dropping co Fam i 

at preſent : there is one defluxion e * 
thezyealt;diſtempered head. But nothing of all this 
Mall he ja the body d: tale up again; at the refurrecti. 
on, when it (hall be made ſpiritual and incorruptible, 
and receive an uninterrupted influence of life, health 
and | nn banck from Chriſt the great head 


a, . Ya a ö ec. 5 1 


At] | 


a6 Mr” 521 1 0 ? 53 93 A, ? 0 
£8. bas ad 4 ' 
211 Is an "i in. 77 


Y AG 425 temp ation of U 4 by The Be- 
| lipver's Piqab-ghr Fin! 1 
"CAN * a. | 1. zi 


&FJ 
'L: "RF, eliever, - while be! is {th he hody, is con- 
1 a3 in a priſon, and at laſt he is releaſed; | 
Th 15 s dark covering to the ſoul, and eel im · 
es u 8 its beguiling images, and at 
_ eu. 3. by es Regul corruption holds the 
in continual conflict, and God ſends death at 
length to put an end 10 all our combats, and to give 
6 final relief. and reſt from trouble. 

As tis a thing eſſential emerge! to bok 
and breathe for the things unſeen and eternal, that 
are within the vail, ſo alſo to be daily preparing 
aud. fitting up bimſelf for ſuen ſublime and divine 
enjoymens. 

And chere being nothing required 28 2 ire pre- 
RR: for heaven, but what is an initiate part of 

s happineſs, hence. it is, that as a believing proſpect 
of heaven animates the Chriltian, in all his laborious 
endeavours to attain the ſame, ſo alſo it doth ĩaſtruct 
us of the nature, neceſſuy and fitneſs of what we 
| are to do, in order to inherit that kingdom. Hence it 

| 1s 


l Dying Though. T 47 | 
b of the utwoſt im | tance to have the mot diſtin 
gew that we can of the nature and qualities of the 
appineſa there-erjjoyed. And for this we mult reft 

in loch defiptions as we find in the divine oracles,- 

where oply: n. e 5 ; | 


f | . 610.4 >: 
In Heaven they fee God as he is.* 


THERE the holy ones have à clear intuitive 
knowledpe;of God as he in iunſeſk and as 
be (hines in the glory of all his infinite perfections 
* enn 95 15 90 ih 7 1 4 by * 
hey ſee him there in the glory of his Hei en- 
51 150 63 is the everlaſting I A M, that prong he 
b of himſelf, and that neceſſarily is; and how all erea-. 
res before him are as nothing, yea leſs than nathing _ 
and vanity. And hence that there is nothing in them 
ſufficient to ſeduce or divert their minds from the 
fixed anckdehghtful contemplation of God: Lo! tis 
dog they find the ſignificant meaning of God's being 
ul in all. 09 44. Ws EY 
And how raviſhing will this ſight be of the bleſ- 
ſed three; How that God is nor ſuch a Deity, as did 
ſhut up bimſelf, or dwelt in eternal ſolitude ; but 
there being an eternal, infinite, delicious ſociety a · 
mong the facred three, whether powers, perſons, 
ſubliſtencies or agencies, or whatever they are cal - 
led, hereby there is an infinitely ſweet variety in the 
manifeſtations and communications of the divine na - 
ture, to the eternal joy and rapture of angels and men. 
How gloriouſly alſo will the Lord appear to his 
ſaints, in bis /e!f-/ufficiency and all. ſuſficiency, as he 
is the cauſe of caules, and being of beings, the vaſt 
ſource of all the ſprings of nature, the fountain of 
deing, life. and bleſſedneſs, and the ſtay , ES 
be 8 N ; unn 
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of all the ereatinn in heaven and earih. Ve give thee 
2 will tbey ſay, O Lord Ged almighty, which art, 1 
| a and art 16 come... 
or will the lory of God's Jae ſhine with 
Taten es Lis this that is the vety 
beatuy of God's face. * Tis 8 ve nerable and dazzling 
.exceliency.. * Tis a glory ſo amiable, ſo God Uke, to 
_ paviihing as ſtrikes all in heaven into an eternal raps 
ture, and makes allthetein infinitely endiocunceivably 
«kappy-. Hence, with trenſport and ecſtaſy of ſpirit, 
_they-ery, Holy, hel, holy: Lord God, almighty, which 
wes, and is, and-is o come; nn Ann ag, 
"15 Azaffeftizg willic be to ſee how greatly the Lord 
q exahked in the, glory bis power, that power of 
that hath ſtretehed out the Heavens. and laid the 
foundation of the earth: that power that: hath given 
Mie to dead ſouls, and hath, d:awn hem up 10 hea- 
ben, o' all the powers of daikoeſs/and 'gates of 
hell. were betseen; that power that hath opheld 
weak" grace, and \preſerved. Chriſt's flock; tho' in- 
Mode with. legions. of devils.ond;Juſts, and en- 
n pe paſſed n evils. O but the right- 
| of God doth yaliantly,, the.gight hand of (od 
h v liantly. Me give thee thanks,lay they, O Ld 
 ,God almighty, becauſe. thou haſt taken wnto thee thy 
great power. ej aier ye beavens,for 10. * 100 m- 
e erh. 1 bad „b 
n, no lese 1 will they ſee ond Centre 
| he Divine. Wifgem, (ſhining 19,gloriouſty in all its 
_ graughts, councils and COMFIvanges z/ when the web 
_ of providence all be leen; in #-ics/threads ; when 
time cloſe and hidden connections of things ſhall be 
expoſed. to open view; den the, manifold wiſdom | 
of God, in the beginning. progreſs and perfection 
oFhis Church, (halt be lookt into dy all the princi- 
1 und powers in heayenly. places. | 
* * not till * they are in heaven, that the jor 


GE ee ..cc..jc owe to ws — 


n , eee , 5 
oss habe f fanbſgm sf MS myferlsud und dg. 
rade HUE hot Hey com xb & deal fſenſe 
of that definition of God, Gneis were 
Way Thr far RE ONS in over in hat his tg 
Whaved With 1606 *1 The Moe b Cad dg Were teh He ; 
Ut m fre Or cloud ih tifeedfirenaiiee, IO 
and vita Obnywall.. T4 pot if then hey en 
Nome pürpoft- of the plot ylor the wiſedrch- 
Hehey of divine geodnefs utid grůice :!: 
nber brighe art farisfying Ao is the view they 
Wiltthere Yaven ofthe aithf¼Ii of God 7 ho He 
hath not been unmindfufof his eoveniit, nor broth 
o {The digtACE vf the throne of his ' glory, Anor 
Wil Riffertd'any of their unallowed and repented uf 
Miſtärringes t6 bred with him: and het he'Hith 
been thending them by what ſeemed to mar thend : 
49d hath beg vafrying on his. purpꝭſes of erty ad 
duseſs to bis fats, by methods, Which] i the dA 
heir felt, they were ready 8 Ct piam die. 
tough,“ Phe Lord bath prömiſcd, Will they ſay, to 
de dur God for evet and ever, and to be ou? guide = 
unto death; and to lead through drath into the lan 
of vprightneſs : and lo! now be bath fully accom- 
pliſdsd $11 the good words he had promiſed.” And 
hence they fay, Great and marvellcus dre thy works; 
JuſRan® trae are thy ways, 0 King. of ſaints. Ox 
Bleſſed Lord, how little do I fee of thee while 
here in the body! 'tis but a dark and at beſt but a 
twinkling view, which 1 have of wy glory, and of 
the: ſplendor of thy perfections, while in this dark 
tabet nacle! my ſoul is pent up in its body, and, by 
the laws of a vital union with the ſame, tis ſo con- 
fined and. eramped, that it cannot come to any thing 
in an immediate way; and the ſenſes are but dm 
ſpectacles to look through, O! how pleaſant is the 
proſpect of that world, where the ſoul, nerding 
neither door nor window to look through, nor any 
: N N | material. 


1 
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material images to gueſs by, ſhall itſelf become al 
eye, become ſight itſelf, and ſee every thing as it iz, 
and fee God himſelf as he is! e 

. But, O bleſſed Lord i th I cannot dive into thy 
eſſence, and ſearch it dut to perſection; though this 
be infinitely tranſparent, and the mind is loſt in the 
ſearch ; and though thy glory, let out immediately, 
is too dazzling for mortals to bear; yet, even in this 
fleſh, there is a way of beholding the ſame, as it 
ſhines in the face of jeſus Chriſt thy Son; and, of all 
the ways of ſeeing thee, this is the beſt, being at once 
+ the moſt clear and moſt ſatisfying way of taking up 
thy divine excellencies. ' * r 
O © how condeſcending is God to mortals in Chriſt 

Jeſus f how reviving-is it to behold 2 God incarnate! 
and to fee the Father in him, who is the brightneſs of 
his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his Fa- 
ther's pern! “ TH 


ow * 


In Chriſt Jeſus, the great manuel, and great me- 
dJilatot between God and man, God is viſibly ſeen to 
be ſove, to be love itſelf, goodneſs itſelf, and mer- 


Aud the divine holineſs ſhines alſo very amiably 


| in him, even to thoſe who were guilty and polluted 
| -, before...'Tis not now, who ſhall ſtand before a holy 
© God: but there being an acceptation of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs as ours, both on God's part and man's, 
and there being alſo a conferring on the believer the 
moſt excellent graces of the Spirit, whereby he is 
made glorious within, that ſoul may not only lift vp 


its head among the holy angels, but even lift up its 


face to God without ſpot and without fear. 
_ Yea juſtice itſelf, that terrible thing to guilty cres- 


tures, caſts up in Chriſt the mediator, not as com- 
*  paſſed;with clouds; nor 'glooming with frowns, nor 


\  thandering out tercors, but, being atoned, 'tis to be 
” - Teen: clear, ference and acceſlible; = 
- . ot "IF get | - | * 1 ' | ; 6 
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And now alſo we may truſt to the conduct of di- 
jine wiſdom, as being employed in plots of love 
about us, and in gracious contrivances how to de- 


no redemption, and how we ſhall be ſaved with an 
everlaſting ſalvation. - _ 2 
Hereby alſo we have the ſatisfaction of having God's 
power engaged for us. And what ſatisfaction and 
ſecurity is this to have an infinite power on our ſide, 
defeating all the enemies, and removing all the ob- 
flacles of our eternal happineſs !- 11 
fleſh, and dwelt among us! and that we behold his 
xlory, the glory of the only begotten Son of God! 


v the Deity any where to be ſeen, and to be enjoyed, 
ſo fully and fo familiarly as in the great Intmanuel! 
and may I count all things but loſs for the excel- 


ind be ever willing to ſuffer the loſs of all things, 

and to count them but dung that I may win Chriſt, 

nd be found in him. e 
N E D I TA T 10 N II. 70 


In Heaven they are like unto God *. 


ing and afſimilating virtue in it. And all in 


ever ſatisfied with his likeneſs. - '-\ e 
Why are many ſo alienated from the life of God 


ignorance that is in them, and the blindneſs of their 


L 2 


. w/# 


liver us from going down to the pit where there is 


0! bleſſed be the Lord, that the Word was made 


and that, in ſeeing him, we ſee the Father alſo Nor 


lency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord; 


Sight of God, if clear, hath a very transform 
heaven, beholding his face in righteouſneſs, are for 


ad alrogether unlike him ? Why, it is through the 


minds. Did we ſee God as he is; ſee him inthe'ami» 4 
ble luſtre of his divine excellencies ; ſee him . 5 1 
FL Sg John til. a, = by b:: 14h | 
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moſt bright archetypal truth, and as the moſt ami. 
able, primogenial goodneſs : perfect 'amiableneſg 
- would} win our hearts to bim, and raviſbing good. 
neſs would allvre and conſtrain. us to a conformity 
to him. Hence the ſoul.that ſees God as he is, can. Wl «4 


not but be perfectly like bim. And,.unleſs the ſigbe 
of the divine glory had ſuch an aſſimilatipg virtue ig 
it, all the light of heaven would. be but a ſuin · deep 
at like that which, ſhined on IMeſes's face; or on- 

2 ſoperficial brightneſs, like een the face, 
whils death is at the heart. 

But in heaven the ſpirits of juſt men-are inade per- 
fest. 'Tis there they have a perfection in holineſs, in 
all its parts. Where there is an exactneſs of obedi- 
ence, an uniformity and evenneſs in heavenly mo- 
tions, a ſupply made to every joint, and a mealure 
Adiſpenſed to every part: where not a grece is want- 

ing that. is neceſſary to perfect ihe ſoul; and where 
| thang | is a coming up to 0 meaſure of the ſtature of 
perfect man in Chriſt. 

bas 15 is rherd.alſo they BIS the perfection of de- 
gre. * here 1 is no remains or, degree left of a te- 
pugnaney in them tothe image and will of God: 
no body of ſin, no indwelling carruption; no con- 
Nas principle rebels there agalnſt the better pait. 

or are there any oppreſſing cares, loading. griets 
ot tumultuous pathons, to moleſt, or hurry, or divert 
them from their attendance on God, and dutiful ho- 

mage to him,. They attain the perfect compoſure 
there is in a perfect acquieſcence in God, than whict 
nothing ban de <pgceived as coming nearer 10 civine 
telicity. 7 1.406.460 
"There is likeneſs to Cod begun in the foul s con- 

verſion 0 bim; but yer what ſtir and rumult is there 
from inbred; corruption, which makes a ſtruggle in 
the soul, like the firife which the twins made in 
5 Aae Ned. But in they are as the 
* angels, 
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angels. whoſe wills ſtand bent to the wil of God 
indeclinably . 

We ſtrive with our piörte to raiſe their affeftions 
(6 God: and, after all, they are not ſo cloſely; unit- 
ed to him, but that they are often opening themſelves 
to the things of this life; which puts us upon the 
geceſſity of ſeeking daily to be cleanſed from all fil- 
thin eſs of the fleſh and ſpirit. But in heaven, where 
there is perfect puriry of heart and life, there is not 
obe impertinenr thoughr in the-mind, nor one irre- 
gular motion in the will, nor one wrong look 4 
the eye, nor one Wrong ſlep in al the turns of the 

| *' 4 ' 

The beide f a believer is they 48 he would: his 
feutiies are altogether heavenly and divine; his fleſh 
and corruption is done away; his earthly part is be- 
tome heavenly, and he cannot now but obey his God 
_ Saviour, with "unſpeatably alacrity and Joy of 
pit. 

How OF WEE is it, that when, by his aefiacy 
and rebellion; man had utterly eſtranged himſelf from 


God; and bad made himſelf as nk him as darkne(s 


is to light; as uokike him as be could, yea, as unlike 
as he could be: that yet, through the amazing grace and 
goodnefs of God, it ſhould be ſo brought about, that 
man's difpoſttion thould be fo far changed, as te be 
conform to God, reſemble him, and be a partaker.of 
the divine nature! and chat at lall the bleſſed day 

ſhould come, when this likeneſs to God, and his bleſ- 

ſed image, ſhall be altogether and for ever perfected 
A day this is that has been long looked for by the 
gracious ſoul,” and it will dawn on him at-laft. — 
jubitee- day, when, with holy triumph and exaliation | 
of ſpitit, the glorified- ſaints will ſay and ling, No 


body of death now oppreſſes me, no ſumpiſh fleſh | 


now cumbers me; there is no more now . , 
Fence of God, or averſation to him, no more any. i 
Sh : 1 L 5 diſaffec · "43 14 
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.difaffetion to God, or coldneſs of love, no car. 
nality of affection, or earthlineſs of mind, or any 
ſinful diviſion of the heart, between God and the 
creature, to ſeduce me from God, or cool delight in 
him for ever; but I ſhall now love, honour and ſerve 
my God, in the manner I ought and would, 
And now, O heavenly Father, my earneſt requeſt 
3s to thee, that, for the ſake of the Son of thy love, 
thou would implant in me thy likeneſs, repair thy 
© defaced image in my heart and life, more and more 
transform my ſoul altogether into thy likeneſs. What 
would 1 not do, what would I not give, what would 
I not ſuffer, in order to be made altogether conform 
to thy nature and perfections? I would fain be wiſe 
and good, and holy, and juſt, and merciful as thou 
at. And as to thine other per fections which ! can- 
not imitate, yet | would fain have ſomething in me 
to correſpond to them. Thou art my ſupreme Lord, 
and Iwould-fain reverence and bow unto thy autho- 
- * Tity, and live in a bumble and ſtated ſubjection to thy 
Will. Thou haſt an independent all- ſufficient fulneſs 
In thyſelf, and 1 defire to ſee myſelf as nothing in 
£ oy light, and to Hold my all of life and blefſedneſs 
bf thee, and to live in immediate dependence on thy 
expberant fulneſs. Tis a full conformity, O Lord, 
to thy nature, image and will that I would fain be at. 
Bot how ſhall I attain it? The ſureſt way is by 
looking unto, and following the example of my Lord 


and Saviour. Tis be who is the moſt perfect image 


of God, and, by being like unto him, 1 am like the 


Father alſo. Tis he that is the moſt perfect pattern 


of all divine excellencies. ITis he that is the very ſub- 
ſtantiat image of God; an image of him not only 
drawn to the life, but with the life, even the lite 
O O great and good! II endeavour, through grace, 
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to copy after thy example, that in conforming to the 
ame, I may be like-unto God. 1 
How much was the Son in prayer to his heaven 
Father! I'll endeavour, according to his example, to Wl 
retire much from the world, that I may be inward . 
and converſant with God. I'll be often expreſſing my. Wil 
dependence on thee, and embrace all opportunities 
of having intercourſe with tber. 
My Lord and my God, thou went about doing good, 
bath to the ſouls and bodies of men. O that like- '} 
wiſe, from a heart full of pious affection to man- 
kind, 1 may endeavour, as I can, to relieve them ü 
from the neceſſities and troubles both of their fouls 
and bodies! | „ ee. 
The bleſſed Jeſus was much in praiſes and-thankſ- * 
givings to his heavenly Father. May I have grate like- 
ways, above all things, to wiſh well to the being il 
and glory of God, and teſtify a high complacency ' 
ic him, and do what I can for his honour! _ il 
How meek and lowly was the King Jeſus, when he 
came from Zion to ſave us; tho' he was in the form 
of God, he took on him the form of a ſervant. 
May I alſo learn of bim to be meek and lowly in 
heart ! may I brook to be deſpiſed: for, his ſake! 
and may I be better pleaſed. to have a humble, peni- 
tent, tender, meek and holy heart, than to have all 
the applauſes and commendations of the world ! . 
So full of zeal was the Son of God for the glory 
of his father, the honour of his houſe, and the 
eternal intereſts of precious ſouls, that his'zeal did 
eat hir up. May 1 likewiſe burn with ardent de- 
lire for the purity and power of godlineſs; for tbe 
glory of God, for the honour of Chriſt's kingdom, 
or the maintaining of his cauſe, for the ſetting forth | 
of his. truths, and for the ſalvation of loſt Jouls ! ' - _{Þ 
and may this delire ſo penetrate into my heart, asc 
e F 


3 


iat in end 1 may be rfectly like unto G 


n Dying Thoughts. Part III. Wi 
poſſeſs my ſoul, as that time, ſtrength, lens, and 
all may be conſecrate to theſe ends! © 
O O bleſſed Saviour, how patiently didſt thou bear 
the revilings, reprtaches, and injurious uſage of men! 
When thou waſt reviled, thou reviled not again. 
May I likewiſe be enabled to ſuffer all affronts, con- 
tempt and ill. -uſage in this world, with a calm com. 
poſed mind, and without any regret or murmur of | 
* And may I be Willing to do good, even to Wl” 

e unthankful and evil. 

O bleſſed Jeſus! how much didſt thou contemn the 
glory aud pageantry of this world, when tliou pro- 
felledly avowedlſt %) kingdem is not of the ſame! And 
tho; thou waſt rich, being the heir of all things, yer 
for our ſake thou decameſt poor. May I, through thy 
grace, and in conformity to thy example, be en- 
abled to mortify all covetous and carnal deſires, and 
'renounee all exceſſive care about the things of this 
life. May my heart be above, ſeeking the kingdom 
of heaven and its righteouſneſs in the firſt place. 
And may 1 ba ready to ſuffer all the neceſſities, 
loſſes and miſeries of this ne, with « contented 
and pleaſed mind. a 
80 well inſttucted was the Son of God zn obedi- 
5 ence, as that he ceunted it his meat and drink to d. 

be will of bis heavenly Father. May I likewiſe ſerve 
the Lord, and do his work, not negligently, but 
With ſtrength, vigour, and firmnefs of Fit. 

O let the ſame mind be in me, which was in Jeſus 
Chriſt ! thay 1 follow him every day, in every turn 
pf life, as my great pattern and example! Lord Je- 
ſus, draw thy 1 and lineaments on 7. 7. 
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MEDrtTation, M e 


be, 
Is Heaven there is 10 47005 of. the Fun, f 
the Moon; for the glory of God doth ii ghtn 
M and the Lamb 1s the Tight ee ms w_ 


HER Been be no darkpeſs. at all i in that Jan, 
where the Sun of glocy ſhines in its d, 
frength. A ſun that never goes down, upon them: 
for the Lord being unto them an everlaſting. li 
the days of their darkneſs and mourning are ended.; 
O the ſurrounding ſenſible glory of God, Where, 
by light is as it were his cloathing, and he is covered 
with it as a garment! a light ſeven times. greater 
than that Of the: ſun,- moon and Mars, and; which 
diffuſeth itſelf through all the nooks of heaven, and. 
makes all of; it lightlome and tranſparent !. and how 
great is the change, when a ſaint deparieth from the 
foggy regions here, to the 2 and ſerene air 155 
celeſtial light and glory ! ! 101 
It was not the glory of God, which Ezchiel 12 
but the likenefs of ii; nay it was not the likeneſs, but 
the appearance of the likeneſs of the glory of God, 
which he ſaw by 4he river of Chebar. Nor is it any 
E adequate conception that ve can, have, While 
ere, of heaven and its glory, and eployments. 
They are only but low and chileith,notions,which 
we attain, ariſing from a multitude of borrowed ideas, 
and at beſt ate but inagequate;views :, only we afe 
ſure that all beauties and glories, material and im- 
material, are ghete in an eminent and inßinlie man- 
ner; in campafilon of which: all the ſplendor 2a 
brightneſs of this world are but as A VAL ſha ow, 


pictures on ice, or fair- faced nothings: 3 g 
„ 3 720 
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for a time with Moſes and Elias on the mount of 


fairs to the rooms above full of light: ſo death 


His Father's. glory; and where ibe angels ſhine in 


358 Dying Thoughts, © Part]] 
Tf light is ſweet, and-jf it is a pleafant thing x 
| behold the ſun; what will it be to contemplate th 


tight of God's countenance! to ſee that fair one 1 
whoſe face is like the Son of God, and whoſe viſage he 


is altogether divine! what will it be to behold the ſu 
of righteouſneſs darting upon them his vital refreſh 
ing beams of light for ever and ever! 

Suppoſe a believer ſhould; like Peter and John, be 


eransfiguration, yet he muſt come down again, or 
be covered. with a cloud. But O! how lightſome 
are manuel's lands! and how bright and rariſhing 
are the manifeſtations of the divine glory in it! 
where there is no hiding of God's face, nor eclipſing 
of his glorious countenance, and where there is no 
more any darkneſs nor ſhadows of death, nor any 
interpoling vail to binder their full fight of the glo- 
ry of God, and of the Lamb ! IO | 
Death, I fee, though tis a common door, at which 
both good and bad do enter, vet having entered it, 
they paſs very different ways to differem places. 
For, as in a great man's houſe, there may be a com- 
mon gate, at which malefactors enter int6 a dark 
dungeon, and at which the children may go up 


is common to the wicked and godly. But to the one, 
tis an entrance into the datk pit of hell; where- 
as, to the other, tis a paſſage into the lightſome man- 
fions of glory; where the glory of God is viſibly to 
be ſeen; Where Chriſt is beheld as the brightneſs of 


ſplendor and glory; avd where the inheritance, rhe 
crown, the enjoyments and the inhabitants are all 


glorious.” . 


I Peter was ſo affected with a ſight of that glory 
he ſaw on mount Taber, that forperting all his for» 
mer enjoyments below the mount, he ſays, 77, good 

o We 1 ö 10 
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i be here, let us ſet up tabernacles here: bow much ... 
more will the ſaints in heaven be raviſhed with the  ' 
fyll outlettings of the glory of God, as it is exhibit- 
ed in heaven | and with the ſight of Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
the Sun of righteouſneſs; in his glorified human na- 
ure! | * 
And, I think, I hear ſome one or other heaven · 
born ſoul breathing and erying, O for the full view 
of the glory of God and the Lamb! whether it be 
io be body or without it, whether among angels 
or men, whether in known or unknown regions, I 
would fain be where God ſhews himſelf in all his 
magnificency and glory; and where Chriſt is to be 
ſeen in all his oriency, brightneſs and ſplendor, with- 
out any ſhadows, and without any veil, and with - 
out the neceſſity of looking, as here, like priſoners _ + 
in a dungeon, through only ſome ſmall crevices ang 
ilets of light. And ſince there is not any hope of 
reaching this till death looſe my ſoul from its body;  - 
whatever averſion there is in nature to'difſolution 5 .- - 
yet fincg] cannot ſee the face of God, nor the glory 
of his throne without dying, let me rather die tian 
come ſhort of this. - SHE of OS 
. I have now and then, as I thought, had ſome rays . - 1; 
of the divine light ſhining upon my tabernacle; bur. 
alas ! What ſad ioterpolitions have there been, from. .. 
ſenſe, and from the world, and from the fleſh, even 
ſuch as have cauſed dark eclipſes, yea-nights, even 
long winter-nights, in my ſoul. What above all 
things I wiſh for, is to ſee the King in his beauty. 
would have a: full ſight of him with à full eye. 
He turneth back the face of his throne, and Ipreads . .-- 
bis cloud before it. I would fainſee the face of his +] 
throne, and the unvailed face of him that ſits upon 
it. And ſince this cannot be reached till on the yonder - 
lide-of death, let me die rather than not attain it. 
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MEDITATION IV. Moi 
thaw 


In Heaven they are entered into that Reſt ta 
+, remains. for the People of God. of fe 


IERE there are many. things that diſturb teln u 
reſt of the ſou], and interrupt its tranquillity dn; 


+ , without are ſightings, within are fears. But when nine 


one is got above the viſible heavens, he is in that hap 7 
py. land, which infinite wiſdom:and goodaets hae fire 
contrived and deſigned to be the ſweet reſt and fe- oft. 
freſhment.of the weary ſoul. Ho 
How often doth the pollution of fin eſtrange tie WM or 
ſoul. from God, and turn it off from its center of if fer 
reſt | bow often doth the guilt of ſin pain the ſoul WM vi 
with. grief, and vex it wich fear! but there is nothing 
of this in heaven, Get once there; and there is no 


affections, without the leaſt unruly motion! and 'iis 
in heaven he gets his with, where there is no more 
any lin; the guilt, the dominion, the filth, and the 
very exiltence and inbeing of lin, being there fully 
and finally aboliſhed. | e 

Ang as chere is no fin, fo as little is there any 
weariſom ſervice, or any burthenſome work in hea- 
ven. How hard do we find' it, while here, to keep 
our hearts from flying off every now and then from 
the original of our bleſſedneſs | what labour are we 
at before we can get our low, carnal, creeping hearts 
„ wrought 


" 
more any fin to give the leaſt check to perfect (ere Wil 

- Pity and cantentment of ſpirit. | h 

. . The belicver, while here, finds himfelf much mo- Wl 
leſted_with the ſtirrings of inordinate concupiſcence U 
dwelling in the body; and hence he groans and crics, 2 

D to be perfectly freed from 4ndwelling-corruption, Wl « 
root and branch ! O for a perfect calmneſs in my 


a - 


* cb. iv. 9, | * 


| | | we 

ee IV. Dying Thoughts. 9 
wrought up to any thing of a heavenly; divine dif? 
poſition |! how difficult is it to get the cold heart to 
ew and flame with love, or the hard and dead 
heart made tender and lively ! but there is nothin 
of ſuch a laborious contention, or of ſuch hard work 
in heaven: where there is no rebellious principle 
in the ſoul to conflict with it, and no heavy fleſh ts 
trig after it, and where its temper is altogether dis 
fine, and tove and holineſs its very element. 


As little are there in heaven any of theſe deep di- oF 


ſreſſes of fpirit, wherewith even believers have beef 
often  mournfully "exerciſed in this ſtate of trial. 
How ſadly have ſome of the moſt eminent ſaints been 
ſometimes put to it, with not only a ſenfe of an ab- 
ſent God; and the concealing of his love; but alſs 
with ſome immediate impreſſions of his wrath, which 
have lighted like ſparks of hell upon their conſcience, 
making them ſay, The arrows of the Almighty are in 
me, and the terrors sf Cod are ſet in array againſt me, 
his fierce wrath hath gone ever my head, and while f 
after his terrors I am diſtracted. But there is no- 
thing like this above. There is no complaint there of 
an abſent God, no hiding of his face, no interruption 
of communion with him in thoſe regions, where his 
ſerene countenance is lifted up on them for ever; 
where his anger is turned away from them, and 
where they are ſaved by the Lord with an everlaſting 
falvation; and ſhall never be confounded or aſhamed, 
their walls being ſalvation, and their gates praiſe. 
Yea, there Is not the leaſt fear or diſappointment, 
dor any ching at all to cauſe diſturbance and uneaſi- 
nels in the calm and placid regions of glory. 
Here man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
werd j\ and who knows what may be between him 
and a dying hour? who knows what trouble he 
may meet with in his office, or in his relations, or 
in his name, er in his family, or in his worldly 
eircum- 


i blaſting his temporal comforts, and cutting him ſhort 


t n Dying Thoughts. | Part III 
eircumſtances? It may be, he will find providence 


in his worldly expectations, or frowning on him in 
many particulars whick nearly concern him. It may 
be be will ſee times of ſad defeQtion ; or he may 
ſie times of diſtraction and heart-breaking diviſion; 

or he may ſee Zion in great diſtreſs, and ſufferings for 

religion, growing hot, and coming to a great height, 
Baut if death once cloſe a believer's eyes, then he 


wie ted ceaſe from troubling him, and then the weary 


are at reſi: then he is ſafely got above all che tem- er 
peſts and troubles of this life, and beyond all the 
ſnares, temptations and conflicts of his pilgrimage in 
and warfare, He is now in that land of peace, Wl” 
love and joy for ever, where there is no malicious e 
enemy, no deceitful friend, and no injurious neigh- al 
bour; and where there is no empty hope to delude WF 
him, nor vaiq expectation to diſappoint him, nor la 
any fear to ſtifle his ſpirit, nor grief ro ſob his heart, fþ 
nor any ſickneſs to waſte a mouldring tabernacle, “ 


nor any death to ſtare upon him with its pale and WI 


- - grim viſage, or to check and confound his enjoy- 


ments. i 15 12 . ; fr 
..-O my ſoul, art thou not mightily pleaſed with this 
reſt that remains for the people of God ? Is not this il 
à reſt according to thy mind, and according to the in- 
. timare deſires of thy heart? Tis a God in Chriſt that 
above all things thou needs: and is it not thy molt 
ardent deſire to be near him, even at his ſeat? Didſt 
not thou ſay ; This is the one thing ] have enquired 
of the Lord, and this will 1 ſeek after, even te beholl 


! J the beauty of the Lord, and dwell in his upper temple?! 


And having attained it, wilt thou not ſay, This is my 

_- veſt, and here {will dwell for eder? And what can 

thou deſire more; O my ſoul, than a perſect immunity 

from all evil, and a perfect poſſeſſion of all that is good, 

a joyful period of wants, pains, fears and . | 
| * * x 


ad 4 full fruition of every thing that is good aud 

leaſant? Is not this to be as happy as thou can wiſhy 

Whez as happy as thou poſſibly eanſt conceive ? 

n che mean time, O bleſſed. Redeemer, thou in- Y 
ices and encourages the weary and heavy laden ſin- po 
wr to come to thee, and he ſhall find reft in his ſoul. 

Wind bleſſings be to thee, O compaſſionate lover of 
buls, for the ſweet refreſhments thou affords the 

xeary pilgrim, even in this valley of tears. Ve that 

Wileve may enter into re/}, while even here away. 

or great is the peace and joy there is in believing, 

W. Truly reſt is good, and ſoul reſt is of all moſt de- 
fnble. And bow ſatisfying is that, reſt_the ſoul . 

Winds in the full and free pardon of all iniquity, trapſ- 
reſſion and fin ? By this the ſoul. is delivered from 
il the anxieties of guilt and the fearsof. future ven- 

Wccance. And by this a ſoul with confidence may 

Wl iy, The Lord is my light and my faluvation, whom. 

% 1 fear, the Lord is the ſtrength of my heart, of 
whom ſhall I be afraid? How pleaſant alſo is that 
reſt the ſoul attains in a thorough ſanctißcation? 
whereby there is a heart-averſation and ſeparation. 
from all that's evil, and a free unconſtrained bent un - 

o all that is good. Tis reſt to the affections, when 
they ſettle in love to God. Tis reſt to the mind 
when it finds the pleaſing of God to be its element. 
and O how fweet and refreſhing is that reſt the well- 
affected ſoul. finds in conformity to God and com- 
munion with him! 'tis juſt now where. it ſhould be, 
and where it would be. Tis fix'd on its center, and - 
vhere alone it can find reſt. And no leſs inen pre- | 
ble is the peaceful contentment and joy of the ſoul, 
ben it hath ſome ſenfe and experience of the love of 
God manifeſted and ſhed abroad ip his heart. Hath 
de loved me, and given himſelf for me l have I the 
ove of 4 God! O the grateful perception and com- by 
ee; Py a fortable | 
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from wearing of ſervice... This makes it that they 
" are juſt where they ſhould be, and where they would 
de, when they are loving their God and Redecmer, 
and when they are ſhewing and expreſſing their love, 
and when the days of eternity cannot put an end io 
their labor and ſervice of love. 
sin, there is there perfect conformity to Cod 
Aid tbe image of dis Son. Perfect love makes per- 
fed likenels. to God: hence being fully transformed 
- Into every. pact of bis glorious image, they are now 
in their element when doing the will of their heaven 
Jy Father. IVY Nude Der | 
Next, There is there full and perfect joy in the 
Lord. They find him ſuch an tied of ſuperlative 
- exeellencies, that nothing can cool their affection to 
y - him, hence they find ſuch ſtrong and deep joy, as 
Alates, eglecges, and invigorates their ſpirits in his 
loc vice of eder. | 


hefe the Lamb's wife is made ready, and appears 
im the perfect beauty of holineſs, from the very womb 
.a08 firſt .opening ef that morning, when the mar- 

. _ Tiage will de conſummate, the marriage: ſupper con- 
 _rinued, and the table never dawn: Where his ſer- 
" vants ſerve him ipdeed, and to purpoſe: where their 
"mulick is the ſong of Maſes and the Lamb, and their 

-. feaſt catiog bread and drinking wine in the kingdom 
_of God: where their apparel is the clean linnen of 
the ſaints: where they ſhall have palms in their hands 
 -ahd the crown. of glory on their, beads; where the 
. fruit of cighreouſnels ſhall be peace, and the effect 
kit jay and aſſurance for o | 

© How humbling is it to think that 1 do ſo little for 
God! 2 holy one of l/racl,. what. 1 do. is neither e- 
noneh nor good enough for thee! O for. thy grace 

, enabling me to love thee more, and ſerve thee better! 

." how humbling to think how impęrfect my duties and. 
 tervices- are! alas, what darkneſs, deadneſs, and 


V3.4) > & ' 4 


Medit. v. Dying Thoughts. 16 
unſavourineſs of ſpirit is there many a time as to the 
things of God ! what trifling unſtayedneſs of mind! 
what unwatchfulneſs after a good frame! and what 
little care to keep what I have received! Lord help 
me; help mine infirmities, and work in me both to 
will and to do according to thy good pleaſure. ” if 
"When! atteinpt to raiſe up my foul to a life of faith, 
bow ſtrangely do 1 find myſelf attached to the ob- 
jets ok ſenſe! when I think to inflame my heart 
with love to God, and the bleſſed Jeſus, by a' fre- 
quent meditation of his gaodneſs and grace, and to 
keep myſelf in his love; what counter- allurements 
from the world and its luſts do ſoon cool and eſtrange 
my affectious to him ! when I op 1 my ſoul was 
got up to heaven, by love, by faith, by prayer; 
how ſoon is it down again ! when I thought 1-would 
now ſerve the Lord with à ſteady vigour of ſpirit, 
and run in his ways with an enlarged heart; how 
ſoon doth my ſpirit languĩſh and my heart faint again! 
Lord ſtrengthen me with ſtrength in my ſoul: © Give 
power to him that fainteth, and him that bath no 
might increaſe in ſtrength ;. that I may run and not 
be weary, and walk and not be faint, but may go on 
in thy ways, unto all patience and long-ſuffering . 
with joyfulneſs. 8 r 
But O bow pleaſant is this view of heaven; that 
there thy ſervants ſerve thee, in the manner they | 
would; without any body of ſin, without any clog 
of earth, and without any lumber of fleſh; to give _ 
any check to their ſprightlineſs in divine work and 
ei err. „ 
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% Dying Tong, Part IIl. 
| pug perfection. Thou knoweſt the way that I take, 
Hut thou haſta path thyſelf that no vulture's eye hath 

cen. "Thou comes {kipping over the mountains and f 

Teaping over the hills: thou rideſt on the clouds, ] 
asirchariots, by thy name JA H, and thy way is 

10 me fe; that thy fobtſteps cannot be Known. Hence 

ne go backwards and forwards I cannot perceive 
"hee, or to the right or left⸗hand where thou works, 

Let cannor'fee thee. O chat I knew where | might 


- oy thin long for ts. Tis the one thing 1 de- 
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Heaven they enter into the Toy of our LordF. 
" 5. n . 1 1 Ka 7 8 ba * ' | 


* 
þ LO 4» 
* > 


EAVE N is the proper ſeat and place of joy, 

1 for there is God in all his conſolations. * Joy” 
fprivgs from'the excellency and delectableneſs of the 
objeft enjoyed; and is not God infinftely excellent 
and delectable? And are not infinite excellencies ſuf- 
ficient. to allure and transfuſe with infifite delighis? 
joy ariſes from a ſuitableneſs between the obfect und 
the faculties that are convetſant about the ſame. For 
the divine beavries and ſweetneſſes themſelves would 
ſgnify But little to a vitizted taſte! böt if faculties: 
perfectly renned and ſublimated ſhalt act incelſanely: 
and to their utmoſt, in the fruition of at infinite and 
_—_ good, what can be wanting to makes chat Joy! 
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x A the divine na- 
tue o u ſo of tho iv ine joy: Bbey,havera joy in 
comibaniwith Ghriſtz whioh-theyenter into in heaven: 
and: heving once they never come 
one off An. . jag wi our Lord in the be- 
ing soch bleſſedneſd af Cod, and in- the ſplendor, ful 
_ neſs ad al-latbejency:of all bis divine pet fetlions, 
8 xightand fret liberty to 
| vic of her all eternally; rounfwer all their 
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iis ab b d therein that grace and 
| fa he t other in this; as well as in 
—. her thing tirhac, cerg true believer may find 
that ag ſοn 95 hö as partaer-of grace, that be alſo 
enterechnm je ten the joy ofchis Lord! 
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giaar, but hat vie deſire, covety:and:endeavour” te. 
nan: is a rejoicing indeed vue wveMdus thr 
teftrmany of -a:good canſeience, \\#batwithipouly ſims = 


plicity and -ſfinceridy,we have bad o 'torworrſation 
3 ach 10 steniggsd nie 204 lo 257: 


„And as love is the fweet ſatisfactiot of the foul in 
the object beloved ſo love to God is ſo ſweet an e 
. the mind is employed in ii wich warm- 
55 
a eſs and clove manifeſted in Chriſt, as 
5 us with delight ; we oty well ſpare 
the pleaſures of the world, and pity. any in & that 
kndws eprapes a the joys.of divibet lo wi” 
bc high: alla: is: that complagenty ja his ſpirit 
ubichl d man finds in an entire rtiſi gu atio to the will 
«&:Gad chow: dt n are we at a loſd, aubat ve de with 
aunſel ces, and: bow 4adiſpoſe of dur conte rns de- 
ſi.es the. uneaſineſs every one mult find in being 
relucts ut c. big ill f who does all tkings well, an 
e eee Te 
at univerſe igt 15 
loalfodbialiowes! and: as all from the higheſt 
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ſhall join them ncfulfilingi the will of out great Lord: 


tharg i ſuch q ſarene temper; and ſteady eompoſure 
| of-ojiad.in Ak this} as iv-tbe-(weer! re poſe of con- 
deniech ind, verycdaaven pppnicartty, oo» 
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#94 © Dine Thoupbre. "| Port II 
- themoſt burdenſome parts of religion, contribute 
greatly to the Chriſtian's pesce and joy. O the ſweet 
ſatis faction of the foul ia going ot of itſelf to live 
—U—B— CER the fulneſs of the Medis. 
tord this brings the miod into a pleaſant indolence; 
for come what will, he is careful about nothing, but 
in eur thing by prayer aud ſupplication, he makes 
ieren unte Cod. Can any thing give greater 
ſecurity and eaſe than the putting ail our ſtock into 
| God hands, and Venturitig*ir'all in his ſervice in 
_  gonkidence of his'promiſe, oo one on 
Phe croſs itſelf wants not irs comfort, when taken 
up for Chriſt: For whatever a man may loſe for 
Chriſt, he can never Jole by him. And ſuffer and 
loſe what he will, he may ſtill poſſeſs bis God, and 
Poſſeſs his ſwul in patience: M ho hath greateſt peace 
in his ſoul, the man whoſe heart ſwells and riſeth a- 
gainſt providence, or he that 'meekly aquieſceth! 
'Thewfoul chat is vexed with repining diſcontent and 
deſpair, or hefthat bears alt with quiet compoſure! 
The man that faiats in adverſity, or he that goes on 
Nill in duty with alacrity? And who hath more ſweet 
Experience of God's care than thoſe, who in all caſes 
Whether of Want or oppoſttion, or - ſickneſs, or 
ſtrange accidents,-or deſertion and damps of ſpirit, 
Patient wait on Gd 
To rective grace then is to receive joy. And to 
enter into a ſlate of grace is to enter into a ſtate of 
joy, even upon earth. There cannot be a ſpark of 
grace in à ſoul, without a proportional degree of 
mme joy of our Lord The very firſt principles of 
the divine life infuſed into the ſoul, diffuſeth it with 
joy + There can be*no felf motion, or free ſponta- 
/ neous attion of the ſoul in Ipiritnal things, which 
Js thing eſſentisl to the ſpiritual fe, without plea- 
ſure in theſe motions ; ſince, if pleafure ceaſed, the 
| | (pring of piritual motion would ceaſe alſo. ea re- 
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xntance itſelf could never take place without plea - 
re and Joy. For were there nothing but grim fear, 
i gloomy ſadneſs in the ſoul, without any thing to 
wive and gladden the heart, this would contract an 
verſion to God, and utterly alienate the heart from 
tim, The ſeeds of penitent tears could never ripen 
to a harveſt of joy, unleſs there was joy inthe ſee 
for true it is, that what à man ſoweth, that ſhall be 
jap. O bleſſed be the Lord, for making his people ſo 
ſure of their promiſed joy, as even to begin a part of 
kin this valley of tear? 
MEDITATION VIII. 
It Heaven they are in the City of the living 
God, among an innumerable Compam of 
Angels, and the General Aſſembly aud 
Church of the Firſtborn . 


Eaven, as 'tis the palace of the great king, ſo 

'tis the ſeat of the bleſſed : the glorious dwel- 

ling of angels and ſaints, where they are enlightened 
and transfuſed with the glory of Jehovah and the 
Lamb, a glory as-much ſurpaſſing all worldly ſhow, 
as eternity ſurpaſſes time, or, as the light of God's 
countenance. exceeds the brightnels of the ſun. 
They are there in the ſpiritual and intellectual 
world, where they have no need of borrowed. i- 
mages, becauſe they ſee all things as they are in their 
nee... 
Man through his revolt from God was baniſhed, 
and confined from having any commerce win the 
inviſible world, and all the glorious and bleſied be- 
ings that repleniſh the ſame. And having thus Joſt 
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all intercourſe with happy ſpirits, and all the ſuperi- 


or rank of beings, he turns himſelf to the inferior, 
to herd with the beaſts of the field; ne more mind- 
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les 2s, 1 1 5 fit for the, heavenly communic 


apd| for 2 2th 8 with them. in the ſame. bleſſed an 
orious 8 0 all this is fully attained, * N 
ſoul is got into heaven. 
8 ſaints are poſſeſſeg of the ſame r rol 
privileges and dignities with-the angels in heaven 
A the genera) beret ok the firſt-born, , But ebe 
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and how greg 47 can, W Conceive: what 
it is to bebe 1 5 prieſts. uni God what io be 
heirs of light! beirs of all things! heirs of God bims 


ſelf 5 what 40 have, crowns on their heads;, even thi 
crown of g jo 55 fade th not Is and to ſit with 


OVET any: Cities, yea power over the; nations | what 
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od, and. Chr; its new name written on them} bowd 
glorious that city, whoſe ty the, lory.of God 
whoſe walls are high, and beautified with twelve gates; 
, and at the. gates twelve angels; and whoſe fqunds. 
tions are Jo and ſtreets of pure, gold; and 
muſt the de ing $, and furoiture al, the houſcs, wy 
bur che 1 of thi a 5 is vailed from our ſigbt; and were 
every far a ha they 1 80 of en ee 
| leſtial glory 3nd dignit of e 

Avd az all the Agnes toon ofleſed of 
the ſame; privile 6s, at leaſh. Fro 195 main, 
i alſo they are conducted by t ſame laws, There 
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che divine nature! As this Is #18 ſtrong, " 
pd ſweetly neceſſitating, than an N * 
he law of love in particular Wai all in -beaves 
be geareſt union with God, aud th pas ange 
ber; ſor as they ſee God face to fact, i they loy B 
jth ſuch affeQion as unites beart 0 heart; and 
ence they cannot but Joye his ima ge, aid love what - - 
— 2 is a wy fo der oer heh that ih = r 
Weary rvitig' God day and night in p 
kcouſe/their labour is the ho 550 i] 
And fare none of the heavenly: inhabitants will ſor- 
their eſſential dependence on their Maker; at 
dats only the vital breath of the father of ſpirics 
hat enfivens and refreſhes their ſpirits, which other * 


nb would pant, gaſp and die for want of the air 


And as little will tiey forget bale b 6bligatl- | 
en and ſubjectiot to Chriſt, "the great lmmanget,. 
They will own they hold their all of Him, and under 
un od bence they: Hing. Worthy is the 5 ay Sie pp 
he honour ang Lſofy, a6 and  proer, and dominion, for ö 
aner a 
ee thivigs "are ſpoken of thee, 9: city of the 
Aon 1 for ſitustion, and the joy of the 
earth; 16 heaven, the mountain of God's hali- 
neſe;”- ; G68 is i in bee, palaces for a refuge, and 
fot her eternaljoy*4b add bott his throne 
pH ſplendid and 1 155 able numerbus retinue 
gels and: d $, attending his e bs 
and Kin he (rapids of bis face, ode glance of 
which-13 5 6" 0 Took all created Tight 1870 dark» | 
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19S. Dying Thoughts. Part Il 
of the morning, by the brightneſs and glory of h 


 unvailed countenance! | 
But, alas, the many things that overſhadow th 
© glory of the intellectual world from us, and inte 

_ cept our view of what will then be revealed! 
This earthly tabernacle, my ſoul carries about will 
it, Aras a vell over the incloſed ſpirit, and intercept 
its tight of the glories of the ſpiritual world. 
mie were once difincumber'd from this lumber 
happy da hen the ſoul (hall be no more impriſon 
Elin fach a dark cell, but ſhall walk at liberty! 
theſe regions, where there is no darkneſs, no ſbadoy 

r e ee | 

This material viſible world draws a curtain ove 
de glory of heaven, and paris us from the world of 
ſpirits, which thereby lies out of 9 2 cloud 
his is, that the Lord hath ſpread befort᷑ the face of 
bis throne. O happy ſoul, which having ſafely paſ- 
{ed through the doots of death, comes where the face 
of God's thrake is turged upon them! © 
The ſtrong attachment we feel to the animal, ſen- 


ite nature, greatiy bemiſts us with reſpect to the 


Heavealy'glory : this benights the ſoul in ſenſe, and 

__ __ _confounds it with many irregular paſſions, and makes 
ii that at beſF it can only peep through narrow ave- 
mes. O happy ſpirit! that's above the dominion of 
the bodily ſenſes, and needs not their miniſtry, but 
Kun ſee without any borrowed ſimiles every thing as 
it ig, and God as he is, and ſo perceive what eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man ima- 
D | 
—Vibelief alſo is ſuch a dark cloud upon the mind, 
as thar'all the glories of the other world appear as 

. motions or nothings ; or, all the lightſome regions 
above are look d upon as but dark and diſmal terri- 
mes, O to be altqgether freed from the 5 
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ot unbelief, and that faith * were turned n 
Wh 1ifoo {-- 

While the foul dwells ain in thebddy, en 
dwells fill in the ſoul, and this darbens ohr Tight of 
the divine glory. Sin is that hemiſphere of dark- 
neſs that's oppoſite to the light of glory. The more 
in is ſubdued, the clearer glimpſe wilt one have of 
the glory of beaven; and à full view of: the ſame 
eannot be attained, without a full ſreedom from ſin 
O to be altogerher and for ever freed from fm Ft 

Theverynatural infirmity there is in the moſt emi-. 
rent of God's ſaints, while lodged in theſe clay - ta- 
bernacles, hinders them to have a full ſight and ſenſe 
of the glory and happineſs of heaven, and its en- 
joyments. The ſoul, while in the body, hath ſuch 
weak eyes, and weak powers, that the brightneſs of 
hegven's glory, let out in its full ſtrength; would 
ſteike it blind. We could not ſee by reaſon of ſo 
great a light. Lord, grant, according tothe riches. 
of thy glory, to firengthen me with might by thy Spirit 
in the inner man, that I may be able to comprehend 
wih all faints; what. is the breadth, and length, and 
depth; and . 1 * be filled x WR oy: he fulneſs 
N 24 2. . 
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8 no fa can enter into the gates of FR New: *. 1 29 
ruſulem, ſo neither can any death. Here the cor- 

tupt foul communicates its paſſions to the body, and 

the vitiated body by its diſtempers infects and pas 
the ſoul. Hence comes at laſt a diſſolution of be 

riahay union * them. But Ks the corfype fout | 
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* part with diſeaſes of ſeveral kinds. 
How. ne Moc of ee! by 
tardy ! either vapid fumes haye 
282404 mind, g. the languiſminz Gains of my 
natural ſpirit have fat fo es on my oy gt 
life in theſe hours has been rather 4 wea e ee of 
1 Ie cps. CHving bs ic And hqw offer; doth lobe 
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182 .Dying-Thoughts. _ Part III. 
got ooly a head of dominion, but alſo a head of vi- 
tal refreſhing influences. Why is the Lamb's throne 
- ecernal in heaven? Why is he faid to be their tem- 
_ ple? Why is he repreſented as ſtanding in the midſt 
- of all that fair and glorious company, and they (aid 
to be his ſervants for ever? Or why doth he for ever 

;  TabGſt in our nature, and never put it off? , Why, 
hut zo ed that he is to remain our eternal prophet, 
© prieft and king, and our eternal quickenipg head. 
In beaven they are light, but tis in the Lord; 

| whos the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and as im- 
” "mediately from him as beams from the ſun, In hea- 
- Yea. they date the ſtrength of immortality, but 'tis 
through the working of Chriſi's glorious. power, 

- withour which they would be as weak, as our bo- 
\ ok, when deſerted. by their fouls. In heaven they 
mie z pure sad interminable poſſeſſion of a moſt 
Da life 5 bur tis throuph a vitel implantation io 
Shri, andvital influences from him, without whom 
A; they could neither live nor breathe, nor act eternally. 
So mne the ſeints, yea all the angels in heaven, are 
ſa-many branches ingrafted in this tree of life, with- 
out hien chey could neither live nor bring forth 
mere than a branch can bear fruit of it/elf, ex 
_ *cepr #t abide in the vine. x 
ns created thing can act independenily, ſo no 
created lite can maintain itſelf, without renewed in- 
*Azretices from the fountain of life : got that of Adam 
in tis Wnocency; not that of the angels in heaven; 
© yes, not thar of the human nature of Chriſt could 
_ſybſilt withone a conſtant divine influence : and 's 

+ "Chriſt 2x Mediator, Chriſt as a God incarnate, that 
gel with the whole power of vital communi- 
Por this end he hath power of all fleſh, 
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© - thache wipht give, and might evec be giving cternal 
Re ta all That believe. Yea, all the pumerous and 
 augult allembly. of heaven, a company fo great, 
Wait uo man, yes no one cad number, be he man or 
nes, | . 
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_ "'gngel, are faid to ſtand about the Lamb; and why, | 


13:6 


dut to receive refreſhing influences of light, life, joy Wl 


is he that fills all in heaven with an immortal 1 
Vivacity: be is the light and life of that higher houſes | 
and his ſweet and lively influences, which are there | 


* 


and eternal life. TS 


and glory from him eternally. 


1 


eres and uninterrupted, raiſe all the heavenly inha- 
tants to the full power and ſtrength of immortality 


- 


*Tis comforting to think, we have a God over our 
heads, to look after us, and rule us Alas, What 
could we make of ourſelves, if left to our own ſhift 


Lis more comforting that we can call this God our 


on God, and call him more our on than we can 


The fulneſs of the Deity, and a property in the ſame, 


call houſes or lands, or ought that we have, chr own. 


is very ſatisfying; and the more ſo, that n man car 


Take this joy ſrom us. But that this fulneſs. of the k 


Deity, for our more eaſy and familiar participation of 
the fame, ſhould dwell bodily in a created. nature, 
and particularly in ours, this gives all ſatisfachion poſ- 
ſible, thar poor neceſlitous creatures can want or de- 
fre. An abſolute God could not anſwer out exigen- 
cies; his majeſty would aſtoniſh, and his juſtice ter- 
rify our guilty and miſgiving minds... But a.Ged 
dwelling in the human nature, and there exhibiting 
all the divine glory for our contemplation, and all 
the fulneſs of the Spirit for our vivification and confo- 
lation; this raiſes the ſoul to the higheſt pitch of hum - 
ble confidence, admiration and joph)“ũ 5 
The believer's life then being h with Chre/t in 
Ged, tho' the outgoings of this life ſhould be wok 1 
in us, yet, being ſecured in the head, we may truſt 
that, becauſe he lives we ſhall live alſo ; and that our | 
ſpiritual live is more ſafe in his holding us by his 
Power, than in our holding of him by fai. 
Lf n, be 


5 f 1 


TY 


8 


"WR D n ny Part Nf, 
20 fee, who "haſt the worde vf erat life? The 
gameſt z ato the-world, that theu might 'give'life, ani 
give it more abundantly.  VWſeek- then to for 
the preſerving of habitual grace, hen it is weakened 
wuh ill ſage: ' cruſt in thee for thy quiekenin 
ſpirit, when mine hath contrafted Walen a 
geadneſs: and I loo to thee for further degrees of 
that it may grow in quantiy'andquatify, and 
bod more, 0 better, and {weerer fruit. 
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.. a5 that juffice and Holineſs ſhall dechre for their a 
| on toheaver;; Where they may lift 6pTheir faces 
5 before the throne "up God's holiveſs, «SM foot and 
Without fear. 575 F#Foice inthe Lord ye riphtetus, 
e unto him, "ve; nts of bis. and þ 1 in 124% 
Ide ye hir biltnefs 1 
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Dyixg "Thoughts. 185 
ment of the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and 
- of:Chriſt:+when to the principalities and powers in 


heavenly places is made known the manifold wiſdom. 


of God; with what profound . adoration will they 

erys Othe depth of the riches, both of the n an 
ge of God! etc. 

And what mighty things will they hn to pen 


ſing of the power of our Immanuel Of his power, 
who by a touch of his Spirit hath melted the heart 


that was harder than rocks before; of his power, 
who by breathibg upon the ſoul, hath railed it. to life, 
that was as dry bones before: of his power, who hath 
preſerved this ſpark of life in the midſt of a thouſand 
7 55 and of his power, uho by a pul-of 
$ omaipotency hath drawn up ſouls to b at 

by fig were heavy as the ſand, yea, heavy, s as hell, be- 


fore, Certainly, ſay they, this is the Lord's Ae | 


he that hath, wrought ſuch things in us, 
we give thee thanks, O Lord God Almigh N then 
4. taten to thee thy great, pauen, -h haſt: reigned! 
And man 5 and pleaſant ſtory will they have 
ch here t9 tell of 
conciling love, and his. redeeming - love. F or he it 


was who held a conſultation. from eternity, with ie 


Father and the holy Spirit about man's redemption, 
And he it was that revealed peace on earth, and God's 
god. will unto the children of men, and 12 5 25 
r in himſe)f all things which axe in heaven, 
which, are is earch. And be it was that ranfomed 
us from ſin and death, from hell and the grave; and 
we are nat redeemed weth cerruptible things, ſuch as 


I Habe and gold, but with his own precious blood. 'Tis 4 
this that make 15 lorified 1 a new ſong, faying. 


Thou art wort Ay. for thau waſt lain, and 12 7 re» 


{uw us to Cad by thy blood, out of every. kind * 


and tongue, and people, and nation? 


* with no leſs pleaſure will they remember is | 0 
| N {x | con- 


is love: of his clectiog love, bis res, 
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1% Dying hong, Part III. 
converting grace, when he not only ſaid unto them 
Nun ye, turn ye, ſinners, why will ye die: but he 
cauſed the ſpirit to enter as into dry bones, that they 
Wight live; rig up, ſtand before him, and be to the 
;praiſe of the glory of his grace How thankfully 
will they remember and adore that rich and power. 
ful grace of God that hath made them meet to be par- 
Takernof the inheritance of the ſaints in ligbt, by de- 
rere them While in the body from the power of 
vatan, und tranſlating them into the hingdom of his 
ä 024 199-09 19057 4 
And with as high ſtrains will they celebrate the 
{glory of his pardoning love. That whereas their ini- 
- quities might have been ſtaring them in the face eter - 
„Hany, and the arrows of God's wrath pierced into 
the wian of their ſouls; to find all ſin forgiven and 
+ forgetren'for ever, and divine juſtice perfectly atoned 
ie pleased with what joyful acclamations will they 
Linz upon the remembrance of this, ho 3s a God like 
* wnto ther, that pardoneth iniquity, tranſprefſim and 
A ad hath nat any anger againſt us, becauſe thou 


1 delighteſt in r | 

Aud howecan - "nin et they are in heaven, 
or ceaſe id make mention of the loving · kindneſs of 
> the Lord, in diarming death and vanquiſhing hell, 
and opening the” gates of the celeſtial paradiſe that 
- were ut upon apoſtate rebellious man! we are here 
neh, wilithey ſay; we are under one root wich 
he fair company above in the palace of the great 
big; we are where we may fatiate ourſelves with 
| - thecommunnieations and pleaſant ſenſations of divine 
ApyeFendwhat can toye, what can even infinite love 
_ do: mpre than this What can it do mote than raiſe 
ae a glory as we can bear? And make us 
e ne bappineſs itſelf can make us? Unto him 
I a math level ut, and made us lings and pric/ts 
eee his father, unto bim be glory and dem 
der and ever. Amen. 0 
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Meet IX. Dying Thinghts, 197 
O chat I could begin a ſong of our beloved O that 
1 could give ſuitable thanks unto him! to him that 
was one of the great council held in Flohiin about 
the-eleQ's tedemption, where neither man nor ange! 
could be admitted! to him that redeems us to GG 
with his own. blood! to bim that hath made peace 
through the blood of his croſs to reconpcile all things 
io himſelf, whether they be things on earth, or things 
in heaven] O that 1 could do ſomething for the glo- 
ry of him, ho hath called us with a holy calling, no 
according to our works, but according to à purpoſe 
of his on, which was before the world began! of Mt 
him, who pardons freely every one that wills ity and, 
hath his grace ready for the chief of ſinners, upon 
their; aeceptation of the, ſame! of him, WhO puries 
a peculiar. people unto bimſelh, and purges their dn 
ſciences. jrom dead works to ſerve the living G 
ol him, who by death hath deſtroyed Heath, and vans; WM 
quiſhed it in its own land! of him; who having pur» : 
chaſed. à gloriaus inheritance. fer us; hath aten Þ 
unto heaven, having: led captivity captiue, that 6 i 
may there prepare a place for un, SL 
May I ever give than unte the Lard, for be it 
goody faribisl mercy enduret h fer ever May Iſpeak ta 
the commendation of him that alone doth great w- n- 
ders of love, for: his mercy endureth for ever di bh 
wha can utter thy mighty acts, O Lard * or ſhew forth: + 
all thy praiſe? Blefjed are they that keep jullgnentand.; | 
dorightearſancſs at ali times. Nimember me, td pray tem 
GHlerd, with the favour thou beareſhtovhypeople's./ i 
Ovijit ma with thy ſalvation, that henayjeedbegerd:.  } 
of thy eben. and ynay. rejoice with the glam thy | 
uation, and may glory with thine inheritanas an at 
length may 1 joln with the heaveny congett in ng - 
ing, Herthy isthe Lamb; that wa, ſlain and isalipe; = | 
and tow liueth for evermare, ta receive pawer t 
rich, and wiſdom, aud ſtrength, and bungur,” and. e 2M 
kioty, and blefſing, Ver ever. „ Vs ES ny 0 
207 . Miri- 


N 
1 


* Pa 
Pd 


as 


N 


eine 


4 LY © Dying That. Fam 
5 A n 52. ; 8 Nr, . * 9 Kt 
i e XII. el 
La * ir: y 77 713 . 9 2 2. 
- bo Heoven the Lord © hr is etermalipas- 
438 4.977 25 h red. Nas Ga ee 
3d 12 * 1 71 * ;,n WY; 1 een 5 1 972 


S thed'be comes to be er in {His Hide, fo. 
alſo to be admire of i 750 believe. t 1 name 
E wendet con ſeller {the m1 * Cad, the ever, 
"HER Father. {. The” rince peace. Tis the" 
. perfor of our Imridnzel that is tbe beauty of heaven. 
the "Yonder of angels, and the admiration of ſaidts. 
He is the min” vhs 6 God's fellow, for he is Cod. 
man and here lf be4uties, eteared and lnereated, 
aft eminently und tranfectidently In him. He is Cod, 
and therefore A Töfnite ocean of perfeCtions i is in 
| E and he is man u perſonal conjunction 110 
ard; hereby in by human nature he is hig 
ed'ab6ve'atifhe angels; yea, let all the OE ed 
E 55 wee. He-is Cod, and therefore bis 
8 i altogether deine; and an, auh 
3 "God 3s viſibly to be ſeen, and familiarly en- 
F -hirm;."'O' hs ry will 4 indee del! 
man! Who coufd have looked for ſuch a thing 
- "ah; . Nagel, archangels and K of glo- 
. Xbuld;ye pave thought that the Creator and the 
 creatiire Would have made up one perſon ! could'y 
_"_ ought an 7 7 5 ſo very mafvellons, „ would. 
ve been & wade ith fuch a Harvire lg rot wick 
1 45 Io high OT, dut with? ſerior lot, 
. as. 10 dwell in Houſes of clay? co 
_ phe that fuch an upion was to fey 
n nor When It \ 1 innocent S800 pur 
with n ! and now: 15 
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in counſel, aud excellent in working : are not pry- | 
ing inte A oyſter with wonger; and nde ation, i 
23 being what you cav L eee e | 
Sana ee ale gerne nder * 
heaven, not only with do the perſonal unſon 
between, the human and al vine nature in him, 5 
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196: Dying Thongs. Part IIl. 
| Hehe lie eternal propher, he is the wonderful 
coumſellor, the light of this world and the next, the 
ſun oft righteouſneſs that never goes down, but thines 
cternally on all in heaven with the rays of light, not 
to'amule them, but to be a lamp within them to di- 
rect their intercourſe with God. O marvellous! how 
Will it affect the ſaints of light, that whereas they were 
. once all fear, confuſion and horror, becauſe of dark- 
nels and the ſhadows of deatb, hob they ſee 2 great 
light, even the light of the glory of Gad Shining: in 
the face of. Jeſus Chriſt W 
As the Son of God is an eternal bioh pri teſt over 
poth this lower and that upper houle of God, be 
| will appear gloriouſly in heaven-as the wonderful 
prince of peace; that hath brought them there into 
* the preſence of God, and keeps them in it! had not 
the 5 of God's love, as our great and high prieſt, 
-. aroncd the juſtice of God, and finiſhed tranſgreſhon, 
and made an end of ſin, by bringing in everlaſtin 
righteouſneſs, mankind; that were all in evalpirac? 
_ agdinſt God, and doing: what they could to raze the 
phy = of him freiem the earth, that he migbt have 
no more a name” therein, had been banithed for 
g erer from bis preſence; and fo a whole tribe of the 
cres nion had been utterly and finally loſt. But the 
Lord Mediator, having laid down his life as a ſacri- 
A bp for Hut Uns, and 2 ranſom for ovr ſouls; this, 
| 4 Ni be ide terror, envy and torment of all in 
' ht) ſon il be the evertafting praiſe and admira- 
tion of all in hezven. For comprebend they cannot 
ite depihh, ib height, the length and the breadth of 
= . = es Nis a love that paſſeth knowledge! 
HI Aut like ile as the Son of God and Nederwber of 
* e is zcknowledged by all in heaven, to be tbe 
. 
* ones King of Zion, che king of taints, the King 
3 Kings, and Lord of lords, the prince of the kings . 
Is of: me * he” appears there as rn 
* | au F 


. | | Y 
7 N . n 5 1 


; 7 
* >. ds. mY 
, = . 2 
— 1 4 4 
— - 5 * G 


| ah, v I. Dying Thoughts... 101 

ohry God! and becomes the eternal admitation of 
a theſe loyal ſubjects above! for let them meaſure, 
{ they can, the riches and efficacy of his grace, and 
be irreſiſtible ſtrength of his power, and the unmea - 
able depth of his wiſdom, in drawing ſouls to 
even, when: held back, not only by all the powers 
ff darkneſs, but alſo by a load of (in, ſo heavy as 
mkes'all»the creation groan! O "tis well done ian 
hee; great lover of ſouls! O tis heroically done! 
id thy ſword, O hero, upon thy thigh! O moſt 
nighty captain of our ſalvation, ride proſperouſſy in 
by glory, majeſty and ſtate, ſubduing fouls to 7 
elf, and vanquiſhing all the enemies of our ſalva- 


ton! O the admirable vouchſafements of thy grace. 


Tis the Lord's doing this, and tis marvellous in 
our eyes! let the crown for ever flouriſt on his 
head! boundleſs eternity, be thou filled with the 
praiſes of the Lamb, 755 of him chat ſits on the 
lbronet » 

How many things bath the bekeder ltd 70 Gay | 


even while here, in admiration of the graciovs con- 

cuct of our Lord and Saviour; whereby; While we 

xe in the body, he fits and forwards thefoulto glory! 
When the clduds of darkneſs aud ſhagows-of | _ 


death did fit down upon my eve-lides: hen the ge- 
luon of my fin had cauſed many ſelf loathinge and 
ickly' reſentments of mind: when my ſoul, being 
dead in ſim, was more ghaltly than an interfed car- 
caſe: yet through che grace af ry Retigemer,, my. 
ſoul is made light in the Lord, and fooks now like 
the ſons of the mor ning, and its powers and 5 
ons being rene we d and transſor med, tis mace Alive. 
10 Cod, and fitted up for the pure ecleſtial delights; 
above. OI who can admire enough this graces. that 
7 ce Which enlightens a dark mind! enlivense deed... 
2 purifies a sgeßled conſcience! melts à hard 
e ne fpirit! Card, 2 1. 
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man that tha art mindful of him, er the ſon of m 
thay 90 16 this manner ve/ate/? him: 
= further talſe the admiration of the hum 
1 10 he finds, that beſides all this, even theſe u 
re reckoned either ſteps of ſovereignty. in the w 
7 the Spirit, or 0 e tokens ;. as when viole 
temß jth 4 trials, Fe deſertion ar 
| rye Epps 0 ſpirit, ſadly. haraſs the lou; 
* 5 Wall de made uſe of 10 forward he 
4 ”Þ 15 his way heaven ward, as many a time 
For by ſuch diſtreſſes of ſpirit, the Lo 
. . print? of a man into a more humble, « 
ne note frame: a thing the. believer v 
65 IT ase all bleſüngs. And hereby 
a Wong Impreſſion of che fear of God, hie 
"iT compoli ing Nate of mind; and the ſerious, jo 
prefers this *« G All the gaieties of the, world. An 
| reby ide Gen is brought, into. a more ſerious ante 
- tion ro the Kork way and walk, and 10 obſerve uy 
bst order Aotmhs of wrath ſucceed . (in, and 
| 285 all clears up again, upon the ſou}'s, kiſſing thi 
"its fag reference to the 11 8 and Ray 
h 1 #01 04:11 
1 Wöte Wonderful is is it, It. when. the ſou 
25 b to pe folled with a \xemptation,. this ver 
- - - hinge 0 ovet-ruled to the greater weakening ol 
1 bay or 3.3 8.0 6ccalioning a Ceeper ſet of humi 
_ lit 71 5 jatred of fin, more erde the 
es bf the heart, and greater watchfulneſ 
7 RE] tm r feſolutions e 
mor more. e alk] re near 
Wt: 2 75 and TE —y 1025 rs; for. his 
opera! who * . 7 — he 1 
3 55 ing good our of evil? M bo but 
5 25 r ee tha liht 46; Muss gut. al 
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WCkriſt, Iort's perſon whom be js fining up 'for 
by, Goth in the refletion raile f in the. ſoul - plea- | 
vt 4drmatr4:i6n''of the wonderful works of Chrilt's Cas 
dom and ve. 8 | 
How rexdy : are our” Hrs to break # away Hom 
odd, And to fly all che world over to! * reſt, in the 
tüte, till divine provide nee * ay] 1 a ſenſi- 
VN ES of the $6ibibg nels, or th e Ken, 
the Want,” of the v Kation of the | crgature,, as that 
efolfl is fartsged, W neither, this ner that, nor 
iy pa F of worldly things, can, bes fot 
the by ; 
"When a poor fbul begins to be 1 0 | 0 
"1d; Or to beentlced to ſome fl le gn | 
bſwell di, Wick che breath. of human Lahe . 
heb) Toles its reliſh of thipg 8 ſpiritudl, and heaven- 
Fihe Lord breaks in See upon. the wan 7 
or Ris faryil: „Ar bis health, or his con nſcien ce. 
mortities bis 2 :FeAions 1 beweg 
ry ob) 8s. — 
ye are Oft In Hazard of flee ing Wy t our res =P 
lets neglect asd flümber, till the ed ſend af- 
lition to gt he door of 9 hearts, and to 
Wy a8 ide zn gel to E h, Up thou, haſt a gat 
ue before 1 110 belt are ready to go allt. 
Wot Ak belag drawn away by our own lalts,' or 
Wen away bythe frage ns or follies 4 ie world. 
We are 2 t to turn aſide to SEE by- path, which 3 
Wit reat6n, dr 2 crooked, heart frames $0 "Itfelf. 
d by aſerions the Lord lays ha 4, upon, us, and 
bags as Bdck a ny , And b ſed ord, tis BT 
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if the Lord by this bedge. | in, gut way win 5 57 5 3 
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© Dying Thoughts, Part Il 
de X may live more by faith; if he embitters our lin 
u de world to weal us from it, and ſets us a lon 
Ing for heaven our final reſt; or if by ſhutting up: 
_vilible relief, he makes us to ſeek that in God, whit 
- Cannot be found in the creature: all this is marye 

' - © loully well done for the help of a ſoul. 
RT When the Lord breaks in 2 dur family, or en 


.erciles a perſon with the loſs of buſband, or wife, i? 
| ehldren; this fits near the heart of the beſt; for theils 
dae next to our ſouls, und to rent theſe from us WW! 
= Rake the renting the caul of our hearts. But if iv. 
Tord by removing of theſe hinders us to place ou? 
mie complecence in any thing but himſelf; if H 
wma ſuch a void in our ſouls as nothing can fill u 
. But his own fulneſs; or if be meke us bold wi! 
bDiuimſelt as enough, and reſt on his all-ſufficiency ai 
being our all in all: this allo is a part of the diving” 
donqduct about ſouls; which cannot be though upor 
but with humble admiration, how all the ways 0 
Vo are mercy and truth to them that fear him. 
die Lord is ofttimes pleaſed ro exerciſe his people 
din fickneſs and pain of long continnance, which. 
*- hath made them mourn as a dove, and chatter as a 
feet if by this, he gives us a conterhpt of bo- 
piesſures; and ſubdues our carnality avd fleſh- * 
mess if he worufy dur deſires to the things of this 
nie, and give us a diſtaſte of the ill favour of the | 
. ung hill pleaſures of this world in compariſon of 
pure and heavenly delichts ; if he make us live as on 
de borders of eternity, and create in us firong_de- 
6 - Ares to beat bome with the Lord in that land, where | 
rr ſhall not fay, be is fick ; this ought o 
ee foul ay, O Lord thou art my Cod, 1 will } 


_ wait thee: 4 will praiſe thy name, for thou taft 
bing, thy ccunſtli I old are faith- 
1 . russ. | AER 
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Mel. XIII. Dying-Thotights. 193 
been like, to break the hearts. of. ſome of the moſt 
eminent ſaints. But if this ſhall, make a man enter 
deeply into bimſelf, and be profoundly bumble. be- x 
fore the Lord in the ſenſe of his own unworthinels ;- 
f itmortify the pride and yanity of his mind, and 
make him more careful to be good than to be thought 
ſo: this alſo is a part of hes conduct of that divine 
providence that's wonderfully gracious. 

So that every belie ver, when he obſerves the con- 
duct of Chriſt to bim, whether in the workings and 
diſpenſations of his Spirit, or in the methods of his 
drovidence, has reaſon to ſay, Many, O Lord my Cd, 
are the mondenſul works which thou haſt done, a 
thy thbughts to RETRO be N Wie er. "4 
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il 1 heaven Codig All; in all * 


Pi 18 the fraition of God that! is ; the nba 8 yp 
| Omega, the firſt and the laſt, and he all of 
heaven's happineſs. Were it not for the light o God's: 
countenance, the higheſt heavens would bechut Jatk. 
regions, yea as a diſmal horrid vaplt, Where 
would-be chained up in everlaſting darkneſs. Aud 
were it not for the breathings of life-from God, be 
fountain of life, all the inhabitants of heaven wonld 
llatve, waſte, pine and die eternally, And were 
it not ſor the fulneſs of God, there opened up; hea-- 
ven would be a deſart, A diſmal ſolitode, not. inha- = 
| died hy angels of light, but by bortid devilg and. _ 
infernal-beings. And were it not tor i fuloeſs - - 
ion that's: there in God's preſence, ven would 8 
N of ws a Bochum or, place of. wtepers. 
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4 Ang anch refreſhing air of glory. 


% De Thiuzhts. - Part III. 
There is indeed in God,” and the fruition 
. of hk fulneſs, to make the moſt enlaged capecitic; 
happy, etervally happy. infinite light, infioite clear- 
_ neſs, inf ute beauty, infinite ſweetneſs and goodneſs, 
is enough t6 entertain, pleaſe, delight and ravith all 

| bn rde henvens. The glory and fulnefs of God, fl. 
Ing all the manſion of heaven, may well be thought 
ſufficient to fill all its inhabitants with erernal joy and 

. _ "delight? for where can bappiaeſs be found, if not 
i God*% And where is God ſo fully enjoyed, as on 
But ſhould one entertain a fond conceit of ſome 
pleaſant regions above, without the preſence of God, 
bo vain is the dream! pleaſant; without God] ples- 
fannt, with what ! they are beams from the ſun of righ- 
teoufneſs, that make heaven to be a lightſome regi- 


on. They are raysof the God of glory, that make all 
me company there to be fair, gay and majeſtick: tis 


the eternal iſſułs of his ihtreared ſweetneſs, that makes 
aa pleaſant and delectable land. And, withourhisglo- 
nious preſence, the heavenly country would be dark 


” 


| _ terrivories, and all the ſpirits'there would ly gaſping 


inthe throws of eternal death, for waat 


of the reviv- 


Whatever is ſpoken of the dignities, the privileges 
the joys of the other world, they are but the (ha- 


dae gekinesrtions of the fruition of God, which is the 


Jum and ſubſtance, and all of heaven's glory, For if 
God is aff in all, then all created delights, divided 
from him, or not ſubordinate to tim, ace as nothing 
In" nothing. Abraham, Moſes, Elias, the prophets 


* - apoilles, martyrs, Ce. appear as nothing there, but 
on ehm of God which is ſeen ia them And take 


4 - away the preſence of God from angels, they could 
no more gomfort than black and horrid fiends. And 
wei ie not for the glory of God that ſhines in ihe 


| mumberleſs myriads of ſpicits above, all would be 


but 
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Weit XIII. DyriniFhoughts, 1% 
but ghaſtly, gloomychuad frighaful uampanio ss 
. ' Hence bl in Ihea nue K 26nrthemfebvds;} and wil 
— baings, ub meren iſſue fr God and his 
| gootiveſs}and: 2s beidg1 nothing! ut in bim, and 
Wonen ail ee ieee ee 
AHA his kind of felf-annibiletibo, 3 for 
be. al neſs of God tr flv alb 
— for the · peufectĩon R ormbes.s 3rd | 
-ſajnts inn hea ved. or when-:theofbul-counts not 
apen if{elf; or upon its tife -and-Happineſs but only 
in in him and for him, who ioriginally dad N 
bf t our happineſs, this opens wide to be filled 
Avith God. And the capacity and ace ference of 
ther ſoul being ſtretchedꝭ to its uttermaſt,. to take in 
Alio God it can, other objects appear but little in 
its ſight, yen as mere nothingss but ſor that of God, 
Nr be enjoyed through abhem; - And thus the 
low 
God of ern res oo rt rn 
-0:0:Slefled God, how great is our ſin, folly and miſe- 
b id putting any creature in thy room ori 
ing that anything can be wanting in infinite ai 
icy. for thecompleatiig of our happimeſb la. 

Holy one of 1/-ae//, no fin can tate place hug 
Gn lebe forget ihat thou art ain ae PheHuſts 
ef the:fle are defiling, as they eſtrauge ache hart 
tom God, and indiſpoſe the foul on Aelighting tin 


apſtead of the ſpul's being full of God andi 
Wich chis image, all - » 6s beaſts of ther fialdgumadb che 
Lerm of every ereeping thing, is potrtrayedaipon ir. 
a9-ſelf, uſur ping tbe room of Godyiand ding 


in eternal refreſhin g irradlations from the 8 


im Lhe.luſts of the eye are unlauful theeanſe, 


$-prerogative of cbeing 4// in aii hath de crown 5 | 


igri on its bead, debaſing the ſoub bg 
tO ho ſafe and ſatisfying is ĩteto lau , 


<0ontents.with God, and to hold with his fulnes uũs 


* inheritance} have.l the love of 2 * 15 vl 
— pg Q. . ave | | 


; * 
* * 


198 Dying Thoughts. | pin in. 
have I an intereſt in God! infinite all ſufficiency 
communicating itſelf infinitely to anſwer all my exi- 
gencies, and to ſatisfy all my deſires, may well de 
thought enough; and 111 lay of this, that tis all my 
deſire, and all my ſalvation ; this is my reft, and here 
- will 7 dwell. Whom have I in the heavens but thee, 
0: Lord, and there is none on the earth my ſont deſires 
belles thee: And becauſe thy loving kinaneſs is better 
han life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee. My foul ſhall be 
«| ſatasfied. as with-marrow and fatneſs, and my mouth 
Hall praiſe thee with joyful tips. 

» When the God of ae vouchſafed to Moſes ſuch 
s glorious account of himſelf, by the name of I AM, 
What is the great meaning of this, but to ſhew, ihat 
E Ieis Buixe itſelf, and Buiss itſelf; that he is the 

Au and the Wuors of it? And in ſaying ſo ſolemnly 
, he leaves it to all the creatures to tell what 
& they wonld be, and z bat they would have, 2 and aſ- 
res them hereby that phat he is; that he is that 
1 thing they want, that he is it eminently and in- 


ney; z that he is either that, 5 he is ſomething | in- 
nitely beiter. 


is O every creature in beaven 1 e bear the 
; eat fulneſs of being and bleſſedneſs, ſaying, 1 AM; 
3 Y 12 all things thou wants,” or can wilely deſire. 
* = For, when he ſayß AM we may fill up the reſt of 
- whe propoſition, till, from our comfortable + af 
"ence,we find him ſaying, J am light, 1 am Y „ 1 
3 am. ods 4 am Joy, 4 am hoppigitls, and 
| D Huls,. 
80 by bimaſelf bach explaltied it. Doſt he's com- 
5 vol ance, and darkneſs of mind? He ſays, 
2 ... complaineſt thou of the guilt 
of Has fle ſays, = even I, AM he that blotteth out 
"thy rellen, for mine own ſake” Doſt _=— 
of weakneſs aud infirmities? He faith, 7 
3 . * God 9 'Or of gy . 
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He ſaith, I AM thy exceeding great reward, Or doſt 


thou fear — 0 * He ſaith, 1 4M that 1 A 
Tam the Lord, 


for evermore. 


And hath not the believer ofttimes a very ſds ex- 


perience of this? hath he not found, that when he 
comes to the Lord with all his wants and troubles, 


and freely aud humbly tells him of all things that ; 
relate to his fleſh and to his ſpirit, in this world and 


in the next, and hath reſted on him for all in all; 


that he hath found him help at hand, both by the- 
conduct 


Hd influences of his Spirit, and the deni 
of his providence? And doth not this raiſe his ſoul 
to ſuch a pitch of high ſatisfaction, as that alt the 
world is nothing to God, and the bleſſed Jeſus? But 


in the want, or in the abundance, of worldly cons 
forts,” his earneſt cry is where is * God? Where 
N foul. Ad 
e ſays, The lines _—_ fallen units i 


is my Saviour? Return unto thy reſt, 0 
having found bim, 
me in pleaſant plat 


and I have'a goodt heritage. 
© He is no fool that can fatisfy himſelf with God, 


and reſt in him as enough: for promiſe what thow- | 
wilt from thy God, if tis for 1 3 thou cannet. 4 


be diſappointed, 


0 bleiſed Lord, I defire to call ther my light; my 3 


ſtrength, my life, my joy, my crown, 1 ho 
my happineſs, my beaven; and more than all 1 
through thy grace, I Il lay of thee, Thou art my 455 
mine own God, my God, and my all, my God, at 
myall in all. '0 may this ſentedee proceed Ni 


me dottom of my heart! And remember thy” * i 


vs thy * 0 . an N Yon 9 =. 


Medic XIII. Dying Thoughts, 199 
ſaith, T AM thy ſhield : or of trouble and miſery? | 


change not. Or feareſt thou death? 
He faith, / AN he 15 liveth, and behold 1 am altwve 


-, * 
r 


mw Dying Thoughts. g x Part III. 
MEDITATION XIV. 
Sr hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath 


; it entered into the heart of man t9 conceive, 
*zohat God hath laid up in heaven. for thaſc 7 


that Nur n ond truft in him T. 
© -»; * | 
A AN. any conceive ot eupteſt an exgebding and 
| eternal weight of glory? What heart is big 
rough to-comprehend ſuch a great and growing de- 
; iption, as a glory, a weight of glory, an eternal 
iht of glory, an exceeding or hyperbolical eter- 
PF B 40 Weight of glory! yea further, an hyperbolical 
Weight of glory, which is more than hyperbolical ! 
me glory of heaven is ſo inexpreſſibly great, that 
i' one hyperbole (hould be mounted upon another, 
they cannot reach, much leſs ſurmount the height of 
hat glory. 80 ſaid be, who bad ſeen more of it 
Hg any other of Adam's apoſtate race . 

O bleſſed Lord, I am hergqgfraid of darkening 
eounſel, by words without Mwiedge! ah, how 
ry do | ſpeak of the excellencies of God of the 
= glory of thy kingdom, and the riches of the inhe- 
.* 5 7 of the ſaints in light! It would require a 

es in the mountwith God, and ſpeaking with him 


4 oe to face, to repreſent heaven' in ſuch a light as 


worthy oF it: yea a Paul, caught up into the third 
| heavens, could not utter its glory. It would take 


: die tongue of an angel, and a pen from the wing 


. s cherub, dipt in a ray of glory ſtreaming from 


5 -thethrone « of God and the Lamb, to write and de- 


- .* +ſeribe the great and glorious things to be revealed. 


; "OMNI to Wer . And 1 fear * dy fuch 
5 , 5 | mean 
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281 
mean thoughts, and ſuch low and diſproportionate 
expreſſions of fo great glory, I have been bur difpa- 


live coal taken from heaven's altar; Aud, reached to 
me by the hand ot a ſeraph, to ouch, lips aud 
heart, that I may be enabled to ſee mbre thoroughly, 

and expreſs mylelf more 9 the "OF and 
glory of thy Mete: : 

But, O majeſty ! am J therefote never to thisl of - 
heaven, or ſpeak of its glory, till 1 can think and 
ſpeak in a way worthy of ir? Would not this be to 

forget the heavenly city altogether, ſince in this dark 

tabernacle tis ſo far above my capacity, when yet 
tbou commands us to et our, aff ions. on things 
above? And what ſhould ſtrangers and pilgrims on 
earth mind ſo much as their own country? Let my 
ſoul then ſay.” if 7 forget thee, O heavenly Ferufa- 
lem, let my right-hand forget her cunning, and let 'my 
tongue cleave. to the roof of my mouth, if I do not 76 — 
member thee, and prefer thee to my chief} Joy 

O father of lights, 1 hope [ have not been. boldly 

and preſumptuou Aying into thy ſecrets. 1 

with awful adoration to follow the, light of h 7 

word, which only reveals this glory, and, wbefe 

thou ſpeakeſt to us not indeed in heaven's language, | 

Which cannot be-uttered to us; or it uttered, could 

nat be underſtood, but thou condeſcends ig a lau- 

guage ſuitable to us in our dull organs 'L confeſs 4 

indeed that by ſuch low and childith expreſſions there- 

of, Lhave been rather darkning the glory Which + 

would fain commend to myſelf and others, than mag-' 

nifying and celebrating the ſame. . But now 1come, 
| Lthink, to a more juſt uptaking thereof, by” faying, 

is a maſſy, weighty, byperbolic glory, more. than 71 

ay be conceived or expreſſed. be moſt proper 3 
coliteprion '1 artain of it, is to fay, that tis ape 

1 that 'tis MN 3 
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302 Dying Thoughts, Part III. 
incffable glory. And tis ſafeſt to go forward in this 
kind of a dark negative diſcovery, that eye hath not 
en. nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conſider, what God hath laid up for them 
hat love him, | . | 

We may know of certainty, that in heaven there 
is a ſeeing God, and a loving of God; and that this 
love will widen and expand the ſoul more and more 
take in all that it can from the divine fulneſs: and 
that this ſight and love will attract the heart unto 
neareſt union and communion with God, and 

imp it with a likeneſs correſponding to all his ami- 

- able and raviſhing excellencies All this ſeems to be 

e proper notion of the happineſs of a dependent, 

im mortal, bleſſed ſpirit. But then, how clear and 
- transfuling is the light; and how ſeraphic and tranſ- 
portings is the love, and what will be the raptures 

- and cxralies of theſe happy ſpirits in this; or with 

what tranſport tKey'l] cry, How great is his goodneſs, 
and how raviſhing is his beauty, who can conceive or 
expreſs? In ſome other ſubjefts, mens thoughts 

> and diſcourſes may riſe above Hh matter, but here 
Ii our thoughts are narrow, lowring, and come in- 
finitely ort. ee e e eee an 

We may be ſure again there is in heaven a perfect 

” zeſt of ſoul in God, as a compleatly ſatisfying por- 

| lon. For a full plenary acquieſcence in the infinite 
good, ſeems allo to be the proper notion of a ſpicit's 
| — They are perfectly happy in enjoying an 

+ abject lo great and ſo good, as nothing can be ad- 
ded ic the ſame, and beyond it they — not ſeek for 

Further latiskaction. But then how great this joy of 

the. Lord is, or how energetic and. tranſporting, 
hen the immortal ſpirit, with its immortal vigour, ' 
t only penetrates into the higheſt heavens, but 
qere alſo it (huts itielf into its chief good, which allo 
elne who can expreſs? And when, the foul, 


x! have 


. : 
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having ſtretched out its enlarged capacity and deſires 
to the utmoſt, hall yer be ſenſible there is infinitely 
more glory in heaven than it can have a capacity for. 
and when all its faculties being ten thouſand times 
more and more transformed and elevated, ſhall fill 
find à joy that's growing, and find light and love, 
and 'rapturous delight ſwelling in height, length, 
breadth'and depth through all eternity; can any con- 
ceive the boundleſs dimenſions of ſo great glory? i- 
magination itſelf, that can rear up millions of worlds, 
and tower them upon one another, here it can do 
nothing to help us out, but leaves us altogether in 
the inquiry. | 6 
We may alſo be ſure enough of a very ſprightly 
activity of all the powers of the ſoul in their action 
upon God, and emotions to him in glory: and that 
the faculties being more and more diſtended, the ma. 
nifeſtations of God will there be more and more ra- 
viſhing. All this being eſſential to an active ſpirit, 
animated with the generous principles of love, zeal; 
joy, & As we cannot conceive its happineſs with- 
out the ſame : fo tis one of the higheſt ways of en 
joyiag God, who being infinite, is molt enjoyed by 
ſuch a power or affection as can ſtretch out itſelf in- 
to a kind of infiniteneſs. Yea, what joy can be con · 
ceived without a conſtant emotion of the heart e 
the thing enjoyed? and were once the inhabitants 
of heaven at the end of their deſires, they would 
at the end of their joy alſo. So that we muſt de 
ceſſarily conclude a conſtant outgoing of the gloriti- 
ed to enjoy more and more of God endlefly and e. 
ternally. But then what high flames of Teraphile 
love; what vigorous activity of powers; what ſtrong 
raptures of joy, and what burſting ex preſſions of 
3 7 and thankfulneſs, an infinite plenitude of ex - 
\cellencies" more and more let out and enjoyed, Willi 
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raiſe theſe . ſpirits unto, dazzles our 7ppreben. 


ſions, and paſſe th all knowledge, 25 


Lea, perhaps, there is not one in benen this hour,. 


no, not of the higheſt order among the bleſſed there, 
but with humble and pleaſing adoration are ready to 
ſay that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
Jt.entered in aur hearts toconceive, what God:hath yet 
further laid up for us here in this happy place. For 
when their knowledge. has ſeen as far as it can, and 
their love hath ſtretched out itſelf to its utmol}, there 
is yet ſomething infinitely more amiable in God than 
ever they can ice through, or find enough of love 
for. Angels and men, angels and arch · angels, cher 
rubims and ſeraphims of glory, can never dive ſo 
ep in a boundleſs. ocean of perfections, but they 
may fill go deeper, and find new. diſcoveries they 
had not a thought of be fore. Infinite excellencies 
may well be an incxhauſtible fund of infinitely gra- 
qual diſcoveries, to allure, pleaſe and raviſh them 
more and further through long eternity, And all 
tie ſays, that the glory of heaven is ineffable and 
ingomprehenſible. ln ſome other ſubjects we may 
enceed in our apprehenſlons, or ſwell in our expreſ- 
2 5 ns; but there can be no excels in the deſcription 
| gloty, yea no acceſs to a full view of the fame. 
Nekhes man not angel can give ſuch an account 
| * as latisfies wonder, but rather increaſes the 
Tis a knowledge, this that | is wongerhul tor 

5 "is high, we cannot attain it. 
s the iribe of Manaf/ch was half on this ide of 
Jordan. aud half on the other ſide id the promiſed 
 Jand$-{o abeliever, one half of him is on carth, and 
the. ciner half in heaven. For to lib is grace to glo- 


Ay, tharihe ſaints on carth,attain to ſomethigg of e- 


Re enjayment in heaven, tho inconceivably hort in 


* 35 one ner e ear beard, nor hath 
We th 227] entered 


'gegree.” If the glory and bappinets of the gloxified 
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entered into tht heart of man to conceive; ſo alſo # © 
gracious foul; even while inthe body, can tell of 4 
knowledge that paſſeth knowledge, of a peace that 
paſſeth all under ſtanding, and of a Joy thats 15 unſpeak- 1 
able and fulbof gl, _— 
Art thowa gracious ſoul ? Then Lam fork chou lo- 1 
veſt thy God, and culls thy Redeemer, the precious | 
Chriſt; and thou art falling down in the humble and 
pleaſing admiration ot his redeeming love: and up- 
on more than ordinary vouchſafements of his grace, 
thou art crying, Thou art my Cod, 1 will exalt'thee z © 
the Lord is the portion of my cup; the lines have fal. 
len-to me in pleaſant places : and finding a growing 
ſatisfiedneſs of ſoul in God and the bleſſed Jefus, thou 
ſtandeſt nor ſtill, as if thou hadſt attained all thou 
would have, but thou reaches forward to have more 
and more of his grace, till grace meet with glory: 
and being ſenſible thy foul, like a bird in a cage of 
clay. is hampered and fettered with earth and fleſh, 
thou art now and then crying, G that 7 were. as g. 
duve, that I might fly away and be at reſt And uu 
thy ſpirit is ative 2nd're{tlels, till it come to the-tul- 
leſt-evjoyment-of 'God. WE FR 
net all this time thou cannot; L am u be ekptely | 
eren to thine own ſelf the ſenſe of thy mind in theſe” 
things. Let a behever ſay what be can/to'a carnal. 
mind about Chriſt; about faith. love, Joy in him, 
oc the natural man cannot underſtand What he 
means, nor can he himſelf have a diſtinct adequate 
conception of what he bas the ſure ex perietice of. 
He-cannot deſcribe it to himſelf, more than one eah 
define, the different relithes of What he taſtes.” The 
belt the believer can ſay of it is, that 'tis a heaven 
upon earth, a heaven under the heavens, and that 
tis coming. leeing, loving, taſting, feel: that will 
belt manifeſt it. 
le cannot account about the rery j bexjoning W 
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-  fErſt conveyance of the divine life into his ſoul ; for, 
, the wind bloweth where it li/teth, and we hear the 
 Jound thereof, and cannot tell whence it comes, and 
whither it goes, ſo is every one that is born of God. 
Hie finds indeed the Spirit of God, by ſecret paſſages, 
communicating a vital ſavour into his ſpirit. He finds 
grace, as the oil of gladneſs. ſecretly inſinuating it 
elf into his heart, wich ſweet and powerful illapſes, 
and which no ſooner hath touched his ſpirit, but it 
putteth a Tpiritual life, fenſe and motion in it. But 
then bow all this is done, and with what deep and 
ſecret energy upon the ſoul, he cannot deſcribe. 
And as inexpreſſible is the ſuſtenance of the ſpiri- 
> "tual life in the ſoul, and the recruiting of the ſame. 
be foul that was grovelling in the duſt becomes eie- 
# © vateto heaven. The ſpirit that was dull is made like 
- flame of fire. The man that was bound and ſtrait- 
ned in his ſpicit comes to great liberty and enlarge- 
west in prayer: The foul bowed down with ſor— 
© - » gow and grief is made to rejdice in the Lord. And 
© ſometimes ere the man was aware, he is made like 
- © the chariots of Aminadab. But then what way this 
Is, or by What workings of God's Spirit, or what 
= = workings are cauſed by ir in ours, this he cannot ex- 
| . preſs except in general, that hc put his band into the 
Beck of the dtor and my bowels earned towards him. 
Vea there is not one operation or exerciſe of the 
new creature that can be expreſſed to the life. Hath 
4 perſon got « clear view of Chriſt and his raviſhing 
beauties? Then he finds ſuch excellencies as are be- 


a ihe words or expreſſions he can make of them. 
Or hath one a maifeſlation of the divine love to 
Himfelf in particular? He cannot expreſs to others, 
vor Yet conceive to himſelf, what great meaning is 
E contained io ſuch appropriating terms, My Lord, and 
d Cod; L have the love of a God, the love of a 
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'  yohd his thoughts; tho! he finds thoughts beyond 


Saviour, 
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Saviour, he hath Fs me, and given himſelf for W 9 


50 hat the very attainments of believers here are in · 
. and incom prehenſible. 


CONCLUSION. 


A Sil panting far Gl. 


HERE there is the life of grace, it ſets the 

ſoul a longing for growth and perfection in 

grace, and heaven is the glory and perfection of the 
ame. 

Grace is the high elevation of the creature in his 

wers and affections heaven-wards. The new prin» 
ciples, the new life, light and taſte, the ſoul re- 
ceives in regeneration, draws and forms it to ſeek all 
poſſible nearneſs to Chriſt and to God in him, till it 
come even to his ſeat. Can any make ſuch offers, 
or ſpeak ſuch language, ſays he, as Chriſt doth? Cas 
any other tell me of a perfect deliverance from ſin 
and a perfect communion with God, and of a 1241 
honour, glory, immartality, and e lite? An 
can theſe, or the like of theſe, be heard without de- 
fire, or deſired without the molt induſtrious endea · 
vours to attain them? 

As the man is, ſo is his ſtrength: and 2s the mas 
ture and temper of his ſpirit is, ſo are his deſires, 
deſigns and delights. If he is born of the, fleſij gnly, 
and fo is a vile Gn of earth, then he minds only-the 
things of the fleth, and pants. after the..duſiof the, 
earth. But if he is born of the Spirit, be favours the 
things of the Spirit, and pants for the pure enjoy» / 


ments in glory. The ſenſe and breath, the very 85 


nals and motion of the divine life implanted: io the - 


ul tends natively, chiefly and ultimately to the near 4 


eſt conformity to God — communion with him 2s " 
Pane is in glory. 1 2 
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: Ml And 1 think, were Tiſtening at the cloſet of ſome 
'  heaven-borr! foul, I might hear him breathing out the 
_ inward ſenſe of his heart to this or the like purpoſe. 


I gleſſed Lord, thy Spirit hath ſpoken home to my 


heart, O finger, enough of thy ſins; thou haſt gone 
far enough already following lying vanities and for- 
ſsoking thine own mercy: thou haſt forſaken the 
fountain of living waters, and hewn out to thyſelf 


broken ciſterns that can hold no water. And is this 
well done in thee? Is this thy kindneſs to God and 
to thine own ſoul? lo this manner, O Lord, thou 
haſt agdreſſed my conſcience. And now, what 
would 1 do or ſuffer to be wholly delivered from 
lin! what makes me groan being burdened is this, 
I find a body of fin dwelling in me as long as my 
foul dwells in its body. *Tis this that puts me, but 
with ſubmiſſion, to long for the laſt and complete 
deliverance. At beſt my ſoul, while *tis entangled 


in ſhis fleſh,” *ris like a bird confined in a cage or 


tied ro'a ſtone, which aſſoon as it thinks to ſoar 
high, is pulld down again. O that the chains 


Were broken, and the poor captive were releaſed io 


its" full” überty in the pure and ample regions a- 


LATE 


be preſſing exigencies of my ſpirit make me groan 
and long for that happy ſtate, where no incumbent 
evils thall'avy more moleſt me. What affiiciive 
blixdnels of mind, bardreſs of heart, and deadncſs 
brit do many a time ly heavy on my foul] ! how 
often" is the light of the ſoul quite dim, and as it 
were put out, with reſpect io the great things of 


Soc and of Chrift;-zndthe glorious things of hea- 
den! and are nor. rhe active powers of my ſoul of- 
*enliftles zug depumbd'd as to (piritual exerciſes ! I 
* Im often burdened with u heart that can neither melt 
r die, ner warm in love to Chriſt as it .bould; 
Row vexad is my ſoul many a time with the impor- 


Tg 


1. 
Mer . 


OR 


1 


LL A _ cs a. oc as wy 


en. Dying Thoughts, 20 


tunity of my corruption, even after many vows, 
p*ayers; and wreſtlings at the footſtool of God's 
throne for conqueſt and victory! When I think to 
get my heart up to heaven, how ſoon doth it ſit 
down upon the earth again ! when I think to keep 
it ſerious, lively and watchful, how ſoon dath it be- 
come dull and careleſs again! O that there were no- 
thing of all this! O for that happy day, when all 
the clouds of darkneſs ſhall be diſpell'd from my 
mind! and when no unbelief; no laſt, nor evil pat. 
ſion, nor any ſin ſhall ever turn me away from my 
God or provoke him to turn away from me! wretch- 
ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this bo- 
dy of death ? | e 
I find ſuch ſmall degrees of grace, and ſo great 
weakneſſes cleaving to my beſt perſormances, as makes 
me alfo, being burdened, to groan earneſtly, that I 
may be cloathed with immortality and eternal life. 
I ſadly. complain that my contrition for ſin is not 
melting enough, and that my hatred of ſin is not deep 
enough, nor extirpating enough. O for a firm aver- 
ſation of heart to all evil, and a perfect hatred of eve- 
ry falſe way! O for an unalterable converſion of the ' * 
heart and ſoul unto God, and an everlaſting ſhoot -- 
ing forth all the powers of the ſoul unto him O for 
heaven, where all this is in perfection, and as the heart 
would wiſh! e 4/4" re nd 
_- How weak is my underſtanding in the things of 
God! and how infirm is my pet ſuaſion of them! 
how elſe could I find it ſo hard. a thing to believe 
unleſs I ſee ſome viſible way of performanee, or un- 
jels I ſee or find ſomething created without or wWith- 
In to be a ſupport of faith? How cquld I ſuffer my. - 
elf ro be ſo much and. ſo often hurriedand inveigled 23 
with worldly things, if my aſſent to ihe ttuths of the 
golpel; and my perſuaſion of them were {ach as the 
 Mivuld de? Why do I not always think that: y Al- 
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Dig Thoughts. Part III. 
ſufficieticy of God and the fulneſs of the Mediator 


fre enouph for me? They are enough for all in hea- 
ven through eternity, and why not enough to me in 


time? This could not happen, unleſs there was a de- 


fett in my perſuaſion, either of the reality, or of the 


excellency, or of the ſuitablenefs of the things un- 


\ - ſeen and eternal contained in the promiſes. But in 


. "heaven there is no more darkneſs nor doubting, no 


more inevidence of things unſeen, nor any unſuita- 


bleneſs unto them But as they are there fully 


fuaded of the promiſes, fo they fully embrace them 
and ate fully poſſeſſed of them 

I lam alſo ſadly exerciſed, that my truſt and confi- 
dared in my Redeemer is ofitimes very low ! how 


often doth my weakneſs in this betray me into jea - 
lous thoughts of God, after all the many promiſes 


bon his part, and ſome ſweet experience on mine! how 


happy a thing. were it, if I always attained to ſuch a 


recumbency on the Lord, as might, be a pleaſant 


£4 ſertlement and reſt to the otherwiſe tolſed and per- 


plexed fout O for heaven! where there is no in- 


. nare darknieſs of mind to gender fears and horrots: 
and where there is no unbelief to raiſe the black un- 


. | 8 <aly-paſſions of jealouſy, ſuſpicion and diſtruſt, nor 
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- any carnal reaſon to forge arguments for ſbrengthen- 


-- Ing dark and diſmal apprebenſions, and where God 


is fully ſeen to be dwelling in love! 


The coldneſs alſo of my love to the TOE and lov · 
1 Redeemer fills me often with bitter regret of ſoul 
Lam fer from being ſatistied with the degree or the 


Sede of my love. How could there be ſo of - 


"x6 ſuch unliſtineſs in ſpiritual exerciſes, ſuch weati · 
- neſs in duties, and ſuch diſtraction of heart in them, 
"If there wette gor a coldneſs of affe ion? Why ſo ſel - 


dom meditations of Chriſt ? How could the world and 
_ the things/of the world get ſo near my heart? Why 
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all this but loſs and dung in compariſon of Chriſt, if 
there were not ſad decays and intermiſſions of love? 
O that it were otherwiſe with me! O that I could 
love thee more, O Lord, and ſerve thee better! O 
to have all removed ont of the way that would di- 
vert me from Chrift, and to have nothing to do but 
to love him, and be ſatiate with his love! O for hea 
ven, the very element of love! where they dwell in 
love, and dwell in God by love! | n 
Tea l am often haraſſed with a fear, leſt I be ſnort 
of the true grace of God, as frequently the caſe of 
my ſoul is like theirs, whoſe light is neither clear nor 
dark. So I often fear, leſt there being left us a pro- 
miſe of entering into reſt, I ſhould come ſhort of 
the ſame. And this fets me a longing for the mount 
of viſion, that I may be beyond the land of darkneſs 
and doubts. There is a form of godlineſs which is 
not godlineſs; and there are images of grace which 
are not grace; there js ſomething like faith, and 
ſomething like repentance, and ſomething like love, 
which are not them, but only femblances of them. 
There is ſomething like the new man, which is but 
the old man dreſſed up again. The pangs of tra- 
' vail may bring forth, when yet the child may be dead: 
it may have the external lineaments when life is want- 
ing. This makes me often to be afraid, leſt my foul 
deligned for a temple where God may dwell, ſhould: 
de only ſwept and not waſhen, or only garniſhed 
with the pictures of grace, and not in-wrought with: - 
the embroidery work of the Spirit. This and the 
like of this often cauſes anxiety of mind; Which can - 
not bur be very great, when an eternity of miſery, 
or happineſs is determined by the queſtion. And _; 
hence | am often in a ſerious enquiry and examina«  Þþ 
tion about my ſtare God-wards. And left my faith” 
mould be only a vain preſumption, I try it by repens... 
' tance; humility, love, patience and obedience. on” vj 
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+: * repentance be only a legal vHnviction, 
or ny humility be only a diſtruſtfel abjeftion of ſpi- 
Mi or my love be only a flaſh, or my patient be on- 
5 & {5 Lang and ſtupidity, or my obedience be only 
-HMlavith or Pharilaical; | try them all by that faith that 

«reſts goly on Chriſt for, pardon” and'righteoulneſs, 
. apdanſpires-the ſoul with the generous and active 
e es of a divine life. But yet, O how hard is 
4940 attain and maintain full ſatisfaction in a point 
oe great and infinite concern ! hence my ſpirit 
Fen pants and. breathes ſor theſe lightſome re- 
ions, where there is not any ſind and where no 
Ats, no remains of unbelief, no mournful deſer- 
Hon wr any misfortune in the bodily . 


inder the full ſenſe of Chriſt's en or es 
_— geſt im the ſane. e 


be hard labours of the Chrimon life. wake me 


long for that happy place above, where the ſervice is 

ot once. more noble and ealy. Here I have a deceit- 
mul beart, a buſy devil, and an enſna ing world al- 
Was to watch and wreſtle againſt. There are al- 
'SJurements on the right-hand, and afftightments on 
arhe left; and there are ly as well as impetuous luſts, 
Wo is ſufficient !- I have the world to crucify, the 
=Heſh'ro mortify, and ſelf to deny. I have many a 
__ »xernpration to reſiſt and overcome; many a croſs to 
eas; many a doifterous ſtorm to face ; and at length 


dune gloomy valley of death to paſs. 0 to be fairly 


through all theſe diffieultics, and landed on the other 
ide of them! O to be above all things that would 
Ara away my heart trom Chriſt and heaven! O to 
de ſafely: Rs the laſt conflict. and paſtthe light 
of ſub, moon, and Nars, into the glorions light of 
_ . God's:countenance always ſhining on the ſoul. 
be natural vanity of my mind, and its many im · 
| pertinent excurſions from God, is very irklome. It 
2 cannot but cauſe ee vexation in my 4 
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to find that though l have a mind that is always i 
thought, and — God is the moſt excellent and 
delectable object; and though it is as eaſy to think 
on him as on any other thing. that yet my thoughts 
are ſo ſeldom with him ! * Tis the burdenſome ſenſe 
of. this that makes me groan for that happy. ſtatez: 
where. the viſion of God is ſo clear, and likeneſs to 
bim ſo perfect, that nothing can be ſeen either ia 
God or out of him, that can poſibly turn away: the. 15 
bu from him. 3 
When I got my ſoul to be awfully ee 55 I 
ious and ſublime, and thought I might now ſay, mx 
cart is fixed, my heart is fixed; yet, what by the 
many inter poſing objects of ſenſe, and what by the 
THY | levity of my ſpirit, how ſoon doth my ſoul 
again! I have reſented this many a time with 
lecp concern and many a prayer I have put "ds N. . 
heaven. for heart eſtabliſhing grace 5 
O bleſſed Lord, tis not a tranſient beam, lightly 9 jo 
glanciog on the head, that I would-be at; but tis an 
impreſſion of thy Spirit upon my heart; and not a 
Light impreſſion, making only a tir in the ſenſitive.” 
powers and affections, but ſuch as penetrates into the. + ' 
bottom of my ſoul, and diffuſes itlelf thro? all the fa- 
eulties, powers and paſſions of it, and transforms me 
Altogether i into thy likeneſs. 'Tis not a pang of devo- 
tion or a ſtart of the affections that 1 would haves, 
bur is to live always in faith, in fear, in love, in 
earneſt dependence on the Lord, and humble ſubqec . 
Hon io his will. 1 would tain that my affections to 
things ſpiritual were lively and not dull, andrat hand 
not ay to ſeek. I would have them ſo ſtr6ng as 29” 


bear down all oppolition, and victorious in getting 


the upper hand of all tempiations 1 | would have 


ther; more upmixed and pure, ſo as to habe leſs of _ 4 
the creature and more of God in them: a = οi © MN 
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able ſtate of my ſoul. O when ſhall it once ſo be? 
In heaven it will be ſo, when the glorified faint ſhall 
be as 2 pillar in the temple of _ Sade nd ſhall go 
no more ot 
have had as much experience oben of a 
things under the ſun, as mav be more than ſufficient 
to convince” me, that none of theſe things can make 
| wp a happinets for a foul, and to ſet me a longing for 
theſe bleſſed lands, where is no more any curſe. | 
I have been trying whether this or thatthing in the 
| Wu 1 can make up a. portion, or give reſt to an im- 
mortal ſpirit: and after a thouſand experiments, and 
ww many ſad diſappointments, find alt is vanity of 
+ yvaniries,'vanity of vanities, and vexation of ſpirit. 
Earthly enjoyments are indeed grateful and enter - 
3 tuining to the bodily ſenſes and appetites, but ſnould 
” this be counted enough ! if this were enough, wheat 
s my fout gogd for? What have 1 done with it; or 
for What uſe can it ſerve? What can a ſpirit 
male of c of earth, or of barns full of corn, or 
bags full of gold? I may as well imagine 1 can feed 
my body with thoughts, as ſatisfy my foul wich 
earth, god what grows of earth. But © bleſſed Lord, 
s in thee that ſpirits live; tis in dependence on thy 
Vital breath, and in ſharing of thy vital influenee; 
that they live and live eternally. And there are many 
A of ſpirits originally of no higher nature than 
nagen, who are this day ſtanding about thy throne, 
© _ drinking in the refreſhing ſtreams of life from 
the great fountain. And O God of the ſpirits of all 
flesh, this is What above all things I defire, even 10 
Head wy life with thee, and to ſpend my mlt. 
5 _ cernaty in thy preſence! - ee e 
I ed white I enjoy God in my worklly: enjey- 
„Wente, nile I uſe and improve them as ſtreams iſſu - 
ay OI tore, and while I taſte that the 
49 god in ev . 
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not cbutent in them: but in themſelves, and as they 
are divided from the good · will of him that dwelt in 
the bulh, I find they are not only vanity, but even 
vexation of ſpirit, and in the midſt of laughter leave 
the heart ſad. And this world, as it is not ſuitable to 
ithe nature and capacity of the ſoul, ſo as little to ies 
immortal and eternal duration. | have ſomething in 
me, which as it is better than the luggage of this 
fleſhy ſo it outlives it. Why then ſhould I place m 
hie f ſatisfaction in any of the five ſenſes ? How ſoon * 
Vill it be ere my ſoul ſhall taſte as little of bodily de- Wt: © 
ligbis as my fleſh ſhall reliſh of them, when laid in the | 
grave and turned into duſt ! but O eternal being! 
O Father and reſt of ſpirits! I come to thee and ſtay 
my ſoul on thee for being and bleſſedneſs for ever · | 
more I have been conſidering my abode in this 7 
« world; that long it cannot be; | have allo been con⸗ 
deriag thy deſign in placing me in it, and I find that 
according to it 1 ſhould own myſelf under no other 
relation to this world, but that of a ſtranger and pit- 
tim therein, and as à ſojourner therein, be tra- 
velling Zion · ward, and training up my foul for a ' 
nleſſed ĩmmortality and eternal life to be etjoyed in 
thy preſence. And now this is all my deſire, tobe 
vorhere thou art, and where I may ſee thy glory. 
Vain world ! how ſerious are thy ſorrows, and how 
empty are thy comforts ! and when the two eterni- 
ties ſhall meet again, when the eternity before and 
tde eternity after ſhall ſwallow up this mall period af 
time that hath as it were interveened bett them, 
and when all the revolutions of ſummer and winter. 
i priag and har veſt, nigbt and day, fall be ſhrivelled - 
as into nothing, being ſwallowed up for ever in vaſt 
eternity; then farewel time and ae "IJ 
tar ever. Surely then, the man whoſe hope is only in , i 


wis world, walketh in & vain ſhew. \-Surely-he ie l. 
lk. Andoow Lord;-what waig Mor tany . "i 
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. hope is only in thee. O that f knew where'1 mighe. 
Bud thee; that | may eome even unto thy ſeat!” 
My love, ſuch as it is to God and the bleſſed Jeſus, 
draws out my heart in very earneſt defires, for the 
Ia elfen communion with the Father and the Son. 1 
apnot think of being bounded in fuch's narrow pro- 
vince, as 1 find my ſoul in; while pent up in a body, 
und confined in fleſn I would Fat love the Lord 
Wu a perfect love, and fain be where they enlarge 
upon love, and enlarge upon love fo ever. O that 
Iwere where there is nothing to cauſe any eſtrange- 
"ment from God, or any reſtraint of divine love thro” 
»eterfity, and where! there is alf the delight that per- 
ect love to God: and a petlect ſenſe of his love, 
ee raiſe the affectionste feul unto !“ I groan here 
- "8s dne that cahnot dear ny ſtrangeneſs or di- 
„ Nance between me and“ him hom my foul loveth: 
IH hatred on; ſin, becauſe it interpoſes to alienate 
my heart from God. And I try unto thee, O Lord, 
for thy pracious Spirit to aſſiſt me in purſuing hard 
after thee, til come where thou att and dere 
ttb mers forth all thy glory 
have found at times ſuch refreſhing Woſela tons 
E 0 God as manifeſted id Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, as 
5 makes me think and long for a full draught of the 
_ rivers of pleaſures that are in his preſence.” Othe ſweet 
lIiſhes%of the ſoul when ſpirituality reigns in it! © 
u digh complacency and fublime deligbt Which a 
Tout finds; nen refined from earth, and purged from 
.carnal affechons! bleſſed Lord, there is 3 purer 
 Axterineſsand: pleaſure in mortifying the fleſh, and 
1 FubdutogtitsJuſts, in dying to the world, and living 
+ 16'/God; in Toving, praying aud weditsting, 1 in truſt- 
ing in the Lord with all my heart, and walking bum- 
os” with "my God, than in all the varniſhed pleaſures 
of fig, or the 3 of ſenſe; Hence I 
long for the ö of we dien 3 the 
5 2 CP 3 8 | 9 851 8 
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l feel ſomething of an ardour, and reſtleis'defire of 
ſpirit, to ſerve the Lord my God, and to do for his 


- honour and glory. But how narrow is the round of 


my ſervice, and more narrow is my capacity! tis 


the-ſeparate ſoul, made ardent and active with the fa- | 


- cred fire of love, and having nothing now to dull or 
divert it, that will walk more at large and be at more 


5 liberty to ſerve thee as it would. And its employ- 
ment alſo will be of a more ſublime kind. than what I 


can now in the body come near unto. O1 to be a- 


mongſt-rhe number of: theſe happy, happy, 'bappy 
ſpirits, who being of a high capacity and ſublime ge- 
nius, with a vigorous activity, can ſerve thee day and 


night in thy temple. in a ſervice ſo noble and great, 


as that ours, in compariſon of theirs, is but like 


drudgery in a kitchen, in compariſon of the higheſt 
oflicers of ſtate miniſters 


Knowlege.is pleaſant, and a growing woah there- 


on. 1 | Dying Thoughts. | 2175 


throne of God and the Lamb! to partake of divine 1 
delights, as they flow immediately from God, with- 
gut being flattered or interrupred in the conveyance! 


10 is very entertaining: for, if light is ſweet, and if 


tis a pleaſant thing with the eyes to behold the light 


ol, the ſun: What is it to behold truth iiſelf, and 
goodneſs itſelf! what to behold primogenial light! 


What to behold with a full eye the glory of God, 
ſhining in the face of jeſus Chriſt, the brighineſs 


of his Father's glory, and the exprels koyge of kis 


Father's perfon ! 


+0-that Lcould ſee. bea of the divine e end 


perfections! 1 am ſenſible I cannot by. ſearching. find 


aut God, I cannot by ſearching find out the almighty = 
uno perfection. O great and iocomprehenſible „ 
LNG II call chee 11 be. but then 'ris, a-norion- Is 
from the reſemblance of ereated light, and thar tber 
at not I call thee the mæſt eminent of Beings but. - ff 
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£18 _ Dying Thoughts. Part III. 
ges of being with thee, before whom all things are 
- as nothing, yea leſs than nothing and vanity. | call 
bee BEING itfelf; but then all the creatures are loſt 
this conception, and I am never whit nearer the 

; EOnceiving what thou art. I call thee excellent, and I 
add #nfite to this, by which I acknowledge that I am 
under an everlaſting impoſſibility of ever compre- 
-- hending what thou art. Only I'm ſure there are views 
of thee in heaven, as much above what can attain 
upon earth, as ſeeing fact to face is above ſeeing in 
a-glaſs; 1 beſeech thee thew me thy glor ff» 

* '*Tis allo above my reach to underſtand what is 
that ſenſible glory, lurrounding the divine majeſty, 
With which light he is ſid to be covered as with a 
garment: and whether the divine Shechinah ap- 
+  pearing to the patriarchs of old was a ꝓrelude or 


deſemblance of his gloty: and whether it may nat 


de as entertaining to pure glorified ſpirits, as to the 
ſpiricualized. ſenſes of glorified bodies. Tis certain 
; therets no repugnancy in thinking it is: far if ſenſe 

is dot truly reſident in the body but in the foul, and 


ius nagt dhe eye but the foul through the eye that 


ſees, which can either ſee in dreams when the eye is 


| Ccloled, or ſee none at all through deep comremplati- 


on, tho] the eyes are both open and found. - And 
is it ma be eaſily conceived in general, that a ſepa · 
-_ tate.foul may ſee a ſenſiole glory, though without 
doi organs ; but bow; and in what manner. can be 
Fleated pp only in heaven, that region of light. 


i except the divine -effence itſelf, there is no- 
-. thing fo wyſterjous as that wonderful union among 
ih lacred thee in one divine nature. - How: bard is 
or us o canceive of the ſame, without admitting 
iber g trinity of gods, or a trinity only of names 
enn; while yet the unity of the Godhead 


© forbids the one, and their different perſonal proper · 
E Seraotatthorareioopnofiltegt with the oiher. 'Tis 
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in heaven this myſtery will be ſo conceived; as that 
there (hall be no hazard of diſtraction in the mind of. 
the worſhippers on the one hand, or of confuhon on 


the other The rapturous harmony and copſiſte ne of 
being reduced to unity, while worſhipping a holy 


trinity, and of adoring a ſacred trinity while they ö N 
ane beſt ubders ll - 


I ̃ be incarnation of the Son of God is another my- 
ſtery, wherein. our ſhallow, minds ſoon loſe them- 
ſelves, We may be diſtin and cectain enough in 
the general, that God may be more preſent with ſome 
than with others, and this in degree infinitely dif- 
ferent; that je, he is more preſent with angels than 
with inſets, and ſo proportionally in all the inter- 
mediate degrees of beings, and in the tranſcendent 
degrees alſo. And hence there is the leſs difficulty 
in conceiving him preſent with ſome creature jo the 
utmoſt degree, and the utmoct degree can be no leſs 
than infinite, But yet ſo great is this myſtery of 
God maniteſted in the fleth, that no man can reach 
iz, nor yet hat may be the great and weighty deſigus 
o ſo ſtrange a diſpenſation; the fulleſt view of this 
Atte -en hoe Loh 
The happy way of living that angels and pure ſpi- 
itz have is alſo. above our capacity. We may ig- 
deedi conceive they are perfectly entertained uin 
ape goodneſs, purity, order, and ſugh like amia- WW 
ble excellencies, as they find them in rhemſelves and in | 
one another, and eſpecially as they; ſee them original» BW 
I and infinitely in God; but how. much their ideas 
and apprehenſions are different from ours, and how = 
as much more clear as the ſeeing of things in their 
on naked being is a more perfect knowledge. than 
keeing only images and emanstions from Phiects -all 
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beyond all che ſhadows and darkneſs of this te- 
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The great deſigns of providence are for the moſt 


part out of ohr fight.. Tis a myſtery to think that 


the goſpel ſhould be confined-,within ſuch narrow 
*territories as we find it is. Tis à myſtery that ſo 
few of the Chriſtian natipns have rerained opr boy 
religion in ſts pure and primitive ſimplicity. '1 is a 


+ myſtery to think how few ſhall be ſaved, notwith- 


——- 
any * 


yy 


| "5 end o thy. of God, and that a bleſſed iſſue ll 
22 


3 


Randing the Saviour is ſo mighty. But as little do 
we know how far the conſequences of the incarnati- 
on of the Son of God may extend to the utmoſt ends 
of the earth. And as little know we what ing ereſt 


the numberleſs beipgs that repleniſh the vaſt heavens 
have in our Immanuel and his i Incarnation: in com- 
- pariſon of whom. though all the race Adam bad 
been left ta periſh finally, they might not be one to 
many, many millions of happy beings. | Yea as little 
Is it known or conſidered, how far the depraved tem 
pers of ſuch as periſh becomes in its nature their very 


Sternal miſery. They are voluntarily here under the 


power of their irregular appetites and paſſions; and 
10 eternity being deſtitute of all objects that give them 
|  fatisfattion, and deſpairing ever to enjoy them, the 
8 defi jres that before were voluntary becoming now in- 


5 volunrery And perfectly penal, this makes a bed in 
hell ro mem. 


But all of myſterious riddles of the divine. pro 


7 widence i in general, and all the dark paſſages thereof in 


{ſpecial with reſpect to churches, families and perſons, 
abont,which we are here ſpending many uncertain 
guelles, wilkbe all clearly explained in beaven ; when 
be) books (hail be opened, and the records of etet- 


ILY + tha} beexpoſed.ro open view, and when it all. 


N th 


have been guided by a ſteady band, t 


end“ Ka crown all the works of God. Oblel⸗ 


g Fe. Lore, . not what, is in We wanb. of uy 


0 : 
85 A 
MF: x bo & . 1 n 0 — 1 
- l 7 8 - HF TY * 
* „ * &. * % N N * 


— 


e Molt igtricate and perplexed . 5 


1 , 
*. 8 
* 
7 
( ON. „ 


decrees concerning my ſelf or others, * '8 great 
_ deſigns thy parturient providence is in travail with, 

Galy-1 am ſuxe in the general, that whatever thaw: 
halt Hedace:v'y thall be in the execution juſt and rich- 
tegus, good and gracious But in heaven the exact 
aptitude and order of all things, is Ulearly and fully 
lopked ta: and there 'tis to be feen, that lo! here” 


were deſigns laid, and lo! there was the apt coppec« 
tion of ane ching with another, and their fit depen- : 


dencies to anſwer their great end, which i in this ſtate 
appeared ſo full of myſtery and intricacy. 


How ſtrangely am I outwirted, even in my own 


make ! matter and ſpirit are linked together ! a ſpirit. 
clings to a body, and a body is faſtened to a ſpirit l 
how is this? Lord, I am ſear fully and wonderfully 
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made] how a ſpirit is impreſſed wich a body, and how r 


a a body is animated by a ſpirit, ar how a ſoul can 
move the extreme parts of the body, hands, feet, G. 
at pleaſure, and yet not have the ſame cammand over. 
the motions that are within the veins, arteries, nerves, 


and lymphatic veſſels, which one would think more 


nearly under the immediate influence of its vital bni- 
on wich its body. Thele and ſuch like myſteries are 
reſerved for their more full ex plication in heaven. 
And how again ſuch a ſmall fluid thing, as the ſearof 
the memory, can either contain or retain the vaſt col. 


leftion of images where wich tis enriched; and how A | 


it can bring them forth ju order without any Jumble, 
is another myſtery, not to be accounted for, while i in 


the body. And no Jeſs, puzzled ate we about he 
_ Fantaſtic principle in us, and its bourigdlels eapatiry, / 


Which tranſcends the breadth of the earchand mounts 


\ | aboveall the heavens. As alſo what kind of power it 


i, whether as diſtin from ſenſe or as that: which 
called the intellect. And ſince it can exerciſe it 
io ſome motions that ſenſe has nothing to do with, | 


Phefther it may not * oe: of theſe PEA 90 4 
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222 Dying Thoughts,” Part III. 
with the ſoul into the other world. Theſe, and a 
thouſand other myſteries in our make and frame, 
will de all clearly ſeen into in that land of light. And 


dis no wonder then, that the ſerious and inquiſitive 
Aol ſhall Jong for heaven, where there is a more full 


a ſolution of all theſe difficulties, and à more full 


4 cles ring of all theſe myſteries; where they ſhall ſee 
more of the myſtery of an infinitely perfect Being, 
the myſtery of the Trinity, and of the incarnation of 

the Son of God, the mylteries of providence, and 
- What relates to the nature, offices, orders and excel- 


: | , Jencies of the angels, theſe princes in glory; and all 


ne myſteries about the nature, origin, ſpirituality, 
attivity and immortality of our own ſouls. How 
_  Iightfome is thy land, © Immanuel! where all vails 


re drawn aſide, and clouds diſpelled, and mylteri- 


dus riddles . 5 clearly expounded No wonder 
there is a longing. Lis rather a wonder the heart 
does not break Ain a longing, it can contain no 


Jonger, to thele lands of light and glory! 


True it is, there is a natural averſion to death. | 


1 | Man is againſt dyi 775 as being a diſſolution of nature. 
a 


His body, could it 


Bainſt death, as being an yndoing of it. And even 


þ *- the ſoul, . can live without its body, has contract- 


4 
| A þ.— 
<5 of 


* 55 _—_ | „ 
= 
k ce DT 1 * 
* £ 


ec ſuch a fondneſs for it, as that tis loath to part 
with it, is allo true, thete may be ſome very me- 
lavcholy circumſtances in dying; the conflicts of the 
Jaſl moments may be very ſharp, and the laſt convul- 


ions of nature very violent: yea, the foul, which is 
ie better part in man, may be ſo entangled and diſ- 
„  _t6rbed with the vntvnesbleneſe of its Organ, as nok 
do be able 40 do any thing agreeable to its charaQtes. 


+ Bur, excepting ſuch melancholy-circumſtancesp 


$ * way take up de sch, if in readineſs for it. in a very 2 
3 3 den ang et ii before me in a very comfortable ii 
"F ak be the ood of this e but e Gs not 
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y ought, would declare itſelf a- 
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with it put off alſo the body of ſin and corruption t 
I was deſigned to carry about with me this machine, 
and to animate and rule it for a ſeaſon, as being ne- 
ceſſary tor a life to be tranſact d, and a ſervice to be 
done in this lower world; but when raiſed to the 
world above, where higher ſervice is to be done, 1 
have not that uſe for it, and why ſhould I grudgets 
lay by an inſtrument, when I have no more occaſion. 
for it, and can do better without it? MAT 
I baye many a time found much incumbtance from 
the body. Its appetites have muted the feathers, and 
elipt the wings of my ſoul, when ir ſhould have ſoar- 
ed on high in faith, love and meditation. Beſides, 
1 have found many painful ſenſations of hunger, 
thirſt, cold, ſickneſs, pain &c. and all through the 
means of my corruptible fleſh. ' And why ſhould 1 
be ſo unwilling to put off the ſhoe hab 6 much 
pinches me? A1 
'Lis the intereſt of my body, that hath ca 
ſtood in competition with the more valuable concerns 
af my precious foul. When it ſhould have obeyed, _ 
like an imperious hand-maid, it. hath uſurped be 
command. And many a ſinful and ſad diviſion it 
hath made in my heart between God and the world © 
And ſhould not death be welcomed, as freeing me 
from theſe ſnares, and leaving no privciplewwithin o 
rebel and war againſt the ſoul? , - 4 
Ol what. cares, burdens, and monie os. exery 
kind, am I liable unto in the body! che affliction 
- have in common with men, are none of my pr 
' troubles; ſickneſs, pain, Cc. are but {mall Seng _ 
in compariſop of the diſtreſs of the ſoul under a fene 4 1 5 
of ſin, or a ſenſe of divine deſertion, or an-appre> -. . 
pension of divine anger. *Tis theſe, andthe like of. 
. theſe; that cauſe the heavieſt damps of ſpitit ganas "ol 
Auch hard exerciſes a 1 thele 121 2. me — of > 4 ] 
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for ever.” | | 


The darkneſs of my beclouded mind makes me 


long for a full, and not again to be interrupted, ſight 


* 


- and ineffective knowledge | have of the great and im- 


portant ti uths of the goſpel, makes me long to be 


_ alogether iowrought with theſe truths, and call into 


er mould. The ſlipperineſs of my mind, when it 


would bend to ſpititual things, makes me long to be 
a$ a pillar inthe temple of my God, that I may no more 
Wander or go out from him. I he great difficulty 
Lind in working off an ill frame, and the no lels dif- 
Heuſty there is in retaining a good one, makes me 
bog ta be. as thoſe miniſtring ſpirits, who are like 
flames of ſacred fire, and with ar immortal vigour, 


4pd eternal vivacity do his pleaſure. The many ups 


nd downs in my ſoul, whereby it hath been toſſed 


between fear and hope, as between heaven and hell, 

makes me long to be on the other ſide of that great 
gulph that tially parts them: the labour l ſuſtain in 
"watching, and the much greater diſtreſs I find in 
not watching enough, makes me long to be in that 
" peaceful” country,” where no enemy can appear, and 
where thete is no danger to fear for ever, When [ 
1195 howTong is it before I can get a deep and live- 
ſenſe of the things I pray for! when 1 meditate, 
' bow hard is it to get my heart compoſed and fixed. 
5 and my thoughts unite! this ſets we a longing for. 
that bappy place, where having a full ſight of God, 
_andfull uptaking of ſpiritual things, they can ſay, O 
God, my;heart i fixed, my heart i; fixed, and 4 will 


Tg. I proiling'the Lord, the,moll I attain.uno, 
dee is2 laying heavily enough, Hoſannah, bie[ſed is 


be that cometh in the name of the Lord 10 Jave us, 


ein be hight: whiie the great company x 


heaven, With the molt dillended and unincumbre 


L Nen minds. 


\ 


x the regions of light, love, peace, joy, and aſſurance 


of the light of God's countenance. The dull, dark, 
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minds, and dich the hig beſt elevation of affecllons, 
are ſaying, Allelujah alle ah; ſalbation and piory. 
honour and power, unto the 1500 our God. And this 
ſets me a longing to be among them: tor bleſſed e- 
ſpecially are they that dwell in thy higher houſe, 0. 
Lord ; for there they ever pruiſe thee And though 
death lies in the way, i am willing to pals it, that I 
may reach to that triumphant aſſembly. 0 
Did death make an end of a man: were it a total 
extinction of his nature; and did all his perceptions 
after it ceaſe for ever: or if all on the other fide of : 
death were but dark territories and diſmal regions, or 
as an empty barren ſolitude, deſtitute of all things 
that immortal ſpirits could live on; much more if 
there was nothing beyond it, but that utter and eter- 
nal darkneſs, where there it nothing but weeping and 
wailing, and pnaſhing of teeth: then it were impol- 
{ible not to be affrighted with death as being the moſt 
terrible thing in nature, even the terrible of terribles. 
But if Immanuel, with“ all his fulneſs, dwells in 
the land beyond it: if death enter us into à world 
that's well ſtored, and furbiſhed with every thing 
that's good and pleaſant ; ; this is ſufficient to make 
gracious ſoul long to be gone into the world ot ſpt- OY 
rits, and to be made happy in the way and manner 
that bleſſed ſpirits are ſo. And what though L dip. 
pear in this world, if it be to appear more Oy * 
in the next ? What though I evaniſh out of light 
bere, if it be to make a more ſolemn and ſplendid 
appearance i in a better company, where the enjoy». 


ments are more excellent, and the employments more 5 
ſublime! 55 


£ . 


is indeed an awful thing to die? tis a ſou!'s sg 
de happy or miſerable, according to that ſtate a 


ing Gut of this world never to return io it any m2, ll | 
"Tis a foul's going out of tine .to eternity, there: 0 43 
6 
| * of mind Where with it departs. *Tis a hv. 4 I 
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e naked; foul before the righteous and enlightened 
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3 don dead. works ta ſerve the living God ? Have | re- 


_ "Wiſe all confidence in mine on righreoulneſs, and 


* 


3 7 be with me, and that thy rod and * ſtaff _w 
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tribunal of God, there to receive its final ſentence. 
Put do [ unfeignedly repent, belleve, and turn to 
the Lotd with all my heart ? Is my conſcience purged 


uriced my fas and vanities, and renounced like- 


- Ong my ſoub under the wings of the Media- 
Am 1 fighting the good fight of faith, in a dai- 
y, mortifying of cvery ſin, and a daily crucifying 
= the. worid ?, And: do truſt, that through the 
i and ſtrength of my Redeemer, I ſhall be helped 

rough the laſt conflict with the laſt enemy? Then 
PI] have courage to die; I'll die with mine own con- 
ent ; Though I walt through the valley of the ſhadow 
E death, I vill not fear, being in hope that they 


mfort © EST 

m ſenſible death will make a very great 8 
pon we, It will turn me out of, this world, to live 
* a new world I have little acquaintance with: lt 
Vill turn me out of this body to live as a naked ſoul. 
n will turn me out of all ſenſible earthly comforts to 
Nye as ſpirizs live; And what of all this? Is not a little 

while long enough to ſtand gazing en the gone 
_ his world. for any good that's to be had 
ais chat good that's to be ſeen undet the ft 
here ſurely every man walks. in a vain Heu a 
eee ſurely every mon is di/quieted in vain? Why 
F he vowilling te ſtep aſide and quit a ſcene 
life, Where there is nothing but a coming over the 
ame things over and over again? providenee keeps 
Ln ſame walk, and nature has much the ſame 

de through oll ages of the world, and through all 
eas of time: that which hath been is now, 
1 that Which is to be hath already been: and what's 
* „ whether a man ne e al 
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Or what matters it, wherher he take many or only 
few turns on the ſtage of this life, when his road and 
walk is much the. ſame? Beſides, die when 1 willy, 
tis but the preſent moment of life | can loſe; for 
cannot loſe any life, but that which I am in poſſeſſt. 


on ef, and that's only the preſent moment: for the 


time paſt. was mine, but it is no more ſo, and the 
time to come is not yet mine, and may never be ſo: 
whether then I die, old or young, the loſs I ſuffer by 
death is much the ſame, if there be any loſs at all in 


it. And who can think there is, who lives in a live- 


ly exerciſe of faith? of that faith that zs the evidence 
of-things unſeen, and the ſubſtance of things hoped for: 
that faith that Jo not to things ſeen and temporal, 
but to things unſeen and eternal, and not with a ſhy 


look or a careleſs glance, but looks to them ſteadily, [ 


wirh a fixed view; and with ſuch an appropriating eye, 
us can claim them as his own, and as the goods laid 
up for him, not for many years only, but through 
endleſs eternity. | Me by 


O bleſſed Lord I am not weary of life: 1 have as | 


world forty, or five hundred years, when all he ge s 114 
is but ſeeing the ſame fights but ſo much the ofner & 


many of the comforts of this world as: I need; au 4 | 


more than I deſerve! nor am I wearying of the buſt- 
neſs of life, nor of the trials and conflicts of this mi 


- militant ſtare; I think 1 am willing chrvngh 7 10 


grace and when tis for thy glory, to bear the burden 


und heat of the day. Bur yet | would not chuſe WW ,?2 
Nu always. I would not chuſe to be always wheft 9 


mere is ſuch imper fection in grace, ſuch ſhort ven 
irfervice, and ſuch trouble from corruption.4 woule 


not always live where ſo much time is folt ig e  - * 
land inactivity, ſo much in trivial matters, ſo much x 8 


low buſineſs, ſo much in a chace of things thut n.3 1 
yive ſatisfying content, and eſpecially where hee ꝶ— 
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” ut, as i the proper place of alf excellencies, as tis 
e parity and perfection of the ſoul. as tis our per- 
er reft after all the labour, and troubles of this life, 
5 "tis the ſutis faction of all our deſires, and as tis the 
perry joy o ou Lord. Ard now, Lord, what wait I 
een hope n in thee. © STEAL 
Aud O bow pleaſant atzd how refreſhing is it to 
nun immortal ſoul, ſo to believe, fo to hape,* fo to £ 
- wait and fo to live, as one that thinks the nearer he 
dis to death, the nearer he is to his own country, the 
= nearer a fight of his own land the nearer an end of a 
rempeſtuous dangerous voyage, and the nearer a late 
arrival in a pleaſant and- delightful haven't” and now 
"when the Spirit ſays, Come, and he bride ſays, Come, 
"even ſolet my ſoul ſay, Come, come Lord Jeſus, come 
ehe Amen,” ee 
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